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To the Truly Honourable 
SELL AL M O. 


Moſt Dear, and Honoured Sir : 


7s now long ſi ince, that Thave de- 
fir'd your Commend; , when 7 was 
about leaving England. 7 muſt 
confeſt, it was rathey to teſtifie 
My eſteem of thoſe uncommon . Qualifi- 
cations in you , that have gained you the 
affections of the belt mem, and laid Charms 
of reſpect upon all, than to perf: wade you, 
that {7 had any conſiderable ſervice in pro- 
ſpect to gratifie youwithal, But being loath 


toreturn without any frenes of ha ving ever 


; been mindful of what 7 had made a profeſ- 
fron to you of, 7 ſought for ſome opportnu- 
nity to continue you 1n the aſſurance I had 


given you of myconitant 4 'ſpoſednefi ta ao 
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any th ing that 7 thought might be agrecable 


70 you;and which 7 look'd upon as an acknow- 


ledament due from all honeſt met to Per- 
ſons ſoeminently virtuous. nd there- 
fore after Thad met with theſe Religious 
Ladies, and underſtood the nature of their 
grievances, and the uſe that might be made 
of their Information ; 1 imagix'd that this 
might be no unacceptable Preſent to you, 
ſmnce 7 found that they were Strangers in 
England , and ſcarce ſuffer d to look a- 
broad in France. ' - For 7 found them under 
as great reſtraint in the Shops of the Stati- 
oners of the Sorbonne, 'as ever they,were 
in their Cloyſters, and no leave allow'dthem 
to take the air, but with ſuch as would pay 
well for their company. T hey were indeed 
at firſt very publickly ſold ; 6 that T have 
ſeenthree ileveral Editions of them, and 
hve at preſent twoof thera in mine own 
hands. But after that the Nunns had gain'd 
their —_ and the Cordeliers were ca- 
 ſhier dtheir houſe. to put a ſtop to all farther 
[candal among ſt the people, the Copies, that 
were printed, were order d to be ſuppreſs d 
and awatch ſet upon the Sellers, From this 


ſe- 
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ſevere confinement 7 aid very much deſire ta 
aeliver them ,and to bring +" into a freer 
air, where their converſation would be ac- 
ceptable, and courted. And 7 knew ſo well 
your kind receptions of all Strangers, of 
whom you might learn any thing, that 7 que- 
ſtion'd not but that theſe would find awell- 
come from you. Thave reaſon to think, that 
you will find them very good company, and 
afford you variety of entertainm:nt. 1t may 
be they will gratifie your cnriofity by making 
you a ſpettator of” {[uch lives, as are deſien d 
to be withdrawn fromthe common view, and 
among ſt which poſſibly you will meet with 
ſuch new Scenes of Action, as all your con- 
verſe never before repreſented to you. The 
1nnocent Gallantry of the Nunns azd Fry- 
ars in ſome Pages may gtve you very agree- 
able divertiſement : Aud their exceſſes,and 
diſorders in others, if- they ra'ſe lels grate- 
tut Paſſions 72 you, yet will furxiſh you with 
true, and certain accounts, how the Profeſſt- 
on of Monkery # reduced to praftice, But 
whatever eflett you find in your ſelf by it, 
T hope you will be confident, that my great ae- 
ſfiene inrecommending this 'new Acquain- 
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tance t0 you, was to aſſure you, that T ame wve- 
ry zealouſly, without any fiction but what you 
approve of, 


=” 
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Moſt excellent Bellalmo, 


Your moſt devoted humble 
Servant, 


L A L 10. 


THE 


TRANSLATOR 


TO THE 


RE ADE 


need of a Preface than this, For, 

to ſet no leſs than Eighteen an- 

gry Women in the Front of it, all full 
of talk and tory,muſt needs endanger the 
frighting away all Readers, that have 
any reſpect to their underſtanding. So 
that it looks like a malicious delign a- 
gainſt the Srationer, kindly to preſent 
him with a Copy, put him to the ex- 
pence of the Preſs, but to lay ſuch a fell 
wpon 1t, as no body ſhould dare to touch 
it. I thought it therefore neceſſary fairly 
to beſpeak the Cuſtomers, and to draw 
this Czrtazz betore the firſt rerrible Scene, 
till T had {troak'd che Readers into ſome 
tolerable Gentlexef. It may be, when 
have taken oft the tear of this thing with 
A 4 the 


Gr never had Book more 
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the rattle, the Birds will come 1n with 
more freedome. -Know therefore, Conr- 
reous Reader, that the Fair ' Strangers, F |þ 
here offer tg you, are above the ordinary 
rate of the Sexe. By their way of life | 
they are under very ſolemn Obligations {| 
to ſilence. + They. have vow'd to God, 
that they will never ſpeak any thing, 
but what 15 WVeceſſary, or Uſeful, - The 
things, that they come to acquaint you 
with, are things'of- importance, not all 
the impertinencies that were done, whey 
they were in France, They will caution 
ſome again!t publike inconveniences, 
and Alarm others to look to their Fa- 
milies, and Relations. Indeed I know 
no ſort of men, whom they may not 
profitably inſtruc, nor any whom they 
ſhould dffend, but ſuch as by the Lawes of 
the Land are not a. 3x9 to beamongſt 
us. The Afertors of the Priviledges of 
the Galtican Church, and the Biſhops 
there, have given them their applauſe 
already, and the Seculars never thought 
themſelves better juſtity'd againſt the 
Regulars, The Hugonots look'd on, and | 
F SID | card | 
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card not much what pleaſure others 
took 1n it, but were pretty ſure that it 
was one of the beſt arguments ſor their 
Fives, that they hag ever met withal. 

I could not but hope that they would 
be full as uſeful here, as they had been 
at hon, and fo reſolv'd they ſhould zra- 
vel with me for the benefit of the Na- 
tion. But I muſt affirm, That it any 
party among us be more particularly ob- 
lig'd by it than others, it muſt be thoſe 
of the Komay Communion. All others 
can pretend to no greater advantage by 
it, but only that they have a contirma- 
tion of what they thought they were 
ſure of before, my had been long 1n the 
practice of : But theſe Gentlemen are 
taught new Truths about their neareſt 
Intereſts, the concerns of their Families, 
the Education of their Dauzhters, Their 
Siſters, Their Coons, or their funts, For, 
if theſe Nunnes are to be believ'd, we 
may eaſily ſee, to what a kind of Educa- 
tion thoſe Young Ladies are committed, 
that are ordinarily ſent over from hence 
into the Convents of the Poor Clare's in 
France 
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France, and Flanaers, It may be, upon 
Examination they will be found to be 
_ - far the greateſt number of thole, that go 
over into Religions Houſes, Over this 
Order it is, that amer1Þ ragmace- >} pretend 
. 4 particular Juriſdiction b 

vo” — at te * firſt f meas 7s 

which nothing but their 
ſcandalous behaviour has depriv'd them 
of, zot only in this, b#t in ſeveral other 
Convents in Fraxce, as appears about 
the concluſion of this Fai#um. And had 
not the Afﬀairs of the Kingdom favour'd 
the Intereſts of the Ani party 
amongſt them more particularly in this 
prefent Age, Theſe Nunns might have 
groan d much longer under their Ty- 
ranny, as well as have made {o many 
fruitlels attempts as they did, to ſhake it 


off for ſome conſiderable number of 


years before. We find that thoſe that 
are fent to Penſion amongſt them are not 
excmpt from the common fate, but are as 
able to the purſuits of theſe rude and 
unruly Friars as the reſt. What, can we 
think, will- become of thoſe Early Prin- 
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ciples of Firtae, and Zunocency, that the 
care of their Parents had planted in 
them, when they ce ſuch difterent pra- 
Etices, as theſe, authoriz'd by the per- 
ſons, that are zot ozly their Guides, and 
Inſtructors, but alſo more peculiarly de- 
voted to God, and ſet apart from the 
World by ſolemn Vowes,and the Obſer- 
vance of rigorous and levere Impoſiti- 
ons, for an inſtance, and tryal of what 
the Principles of a Religion could do ? 
But wore eſpecially when they lee all this 
lo cuſtomary a taſhion amongſt them, as 
to get the Authority of their Batchelors, 
Dottors, Superiours ,and Provincials,and 
all the men of greateſ# note amongſt them, 
What other effect can it naturally pro- 
duce in the beſt diſpos'd among[t them, 
than what welce ordinarily done in the 
World, that 15 an imitation of thole ati- 
ons which they ſee conſtantly practis'd 
by the moſt Regular, and beſt reputed ? 
Surely it muſt make them look upon an 
innocent and ſober life as a meer notio- 
nal thing, and not to be found in nature, 
when they find lo general a corruption 
of 
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juſtifie themſelves in their practices by 
falſe Principles of New Morality ,, when 
they hear them nicely ſtate, how much 
may lawfully be permitted to their »ew 
relation (their Bon Amy; ) how- much 
muſt be allow'd to their preſent tate, 
and Natural Inclinations, when they 
are informed by them,whar are the only 
neceſfary requilites to qualifie them for 
a plenary Abſolution , and how ealic com- 
penſations for their paſt Offences will 
bribe the Divine Goodnels to a reconcile- 
ment, and purchaſe them an /ntimacy, 
and Friendſhip with God : In ſumme, 
when they are acquainted, what bleſſed 
Priviledges their Church is endow'd 
withall, that by the vertue of its Indul- 
gences 
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gences upon the pertormance of ſome 
imall bodily motions can conter an /m- 
putative Saintſhip that (hall - equalize a 
true one, It then they take a fyil proſpe&t 
of all theſe Conſiderations togerher, and 
find /icentiouſneſs allow'd by Principles, and 
made a Caſe of Conſcience ; Or, It more 
£xorbitant , clear d off by Abſolutions 
without the trouble of Reformation, Or, 
if yet attended with axxety, and uneaſe- 
zeſs, turn'd igtoa 7raffick with the Di- 
vine Juſtice by Commutations of Penances, 
which allo may be £xchang'd yet farther 
tor greater Eaſe, what can we expect,but 
that they ſhould make themſelves Pota- 
ries to ſo agreeable a ſtate of life, aſſoon 
as might be, and abhor the regularity of 
true, and ſincere Virtue, all the precepts 
of which they muſt needs now look up- 
on as Phantaſtick Rules tor Tmpracticable 
things, and fitted only for ated Ghoſts, 
and azother World ? Locks, and Barrs, 
and Iron Grates may raiſe fixe ſole 
tmaginations 1n a ſtranger, but they will 
prove very weak Securities for their ve- 


Ty natural Honeſty,when there are Aeyes, 
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To the Reader: 


of a freeaccels for the Cordelier Confel- 
ſour. . 

By this time, I ſuppoſe, the Reader will 
fairly conclude by my zeal, That the 77- 
maretta whom 7 ador 4 was put to School 
_ toa Convent, and that there I was bale- 
ly chous'd of her by a Fryar, I wholly 
x Frrocl the Fathers of any ſuch impu- 
tation, yet as I would be loath to truſt 
them, ſo in Charity I bid my Neighbours 
look to themſelves. I forewarn them of 
ſending their omen to Conventicles be- 
yond Sea, when we fee [uch 11] effects of 
It at home. And as I ſhall be glad to 
have oblig'd thoſe that take it for a cour- 
teſie, ſo my revenge upon thoſe,that will 
not take my counlel,ſhall be to commend 

thole that do. > - 

But my Countrymen of the Reforma- 
tion, T hope, will make better ule of this 
advantage : They will now refle&t with 
more pleaſure upon the Prudence of 
their Anceſtours, whom now we may ſup- 
poſe to have very warily examin'd the 
behaviour of the Aonafticks : *Z us wery 
likely, that they ſaw, that the A 7 
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did not alwayes ſpend their time 1n De- 
v0ti0n, or Study, or Atts of Charity, or Bo- 
aily labour, or Innocent Divertiſement : 
{t may be, 1t was not lo much One Anne 
Bolen, as thouſands of4/7elita's, and ten 
thouſands of Zhyrſss's, that eaus'd the 
ruine of the famouleſt Structures 4n the 
Land : And it's probable, that the ican- 
dalous diſorders of ſuch an Order of 
men, astheſe, who had all the advanta- 
ges that men could have, to obſerve their 
Fowes of Czlibacy, might make our Sober 
Governours conclude, That thoſe 4rbi- 
trary and unalterable Reſolutions were ne- 
colliry cauſes of very dangerous Conle- 
quences. We lee 1n the prelent caſe, that 
here there has been a Gereral corruption 
of a whole Order of Regulars, of their 
very Superiours, and Provincials, and this 
for very conſiderable numhers o years toge- 
ther , And yet this Order is eſteemed one 
of the ſevereſt, and ſtricteſt of all the Re- 
gulars. Their Founder, St. Francis, was 
the moſt extravagant of any, (both-in his 
own practice, and in the Rule he leſt his 
Diſciples) for the rigidneſs of his Injun- 
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ions, He obliges them to Zeggery,' to 
ſuch Se/f-denyal; and Mortification, and 
Diſcipline, as one would imagine ſhould 
make "them inſenſible of any kind of 
worldly pleaſure®And all this they have 
ſolemnly fworn to obſerve, and in order 
to it have withdrawn themſelves trom 
the noiſe, and buſineſs.of the Workd,and 
to confirm themſelves in their fir{t re(0- 
lutions, have deliberately ty'd themſelves 
before God never to-alter their preſent 
ſtate. The Charch,and State, where they 
live, oblige them under penalties of the 
higheſt nature to keep cloſe to the obſer- 
vanceof 'what they had vow'd, and pb- 
lick Infamy alwayes attended the viola- 
tion of it: Yet all theſe ill conſequences 
are not able to ſecure them ; But, as if 
there were ſome Mazick in nature that 
was too irreſiſtible tor all theſe proviſi- 
ons and precautions, we ice them -de/7- 
ver'd up tothe uncontrollable power of 
their natural Inclinations. And deed; 
when we conſider not the frame of our 
Natures, 'zor the dependencies of 'our 
beings upon the- varieties of _— , 
tnxt 
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that atupon us, but will, contrary to 
the Laws of our Creation, pretend z# 4 
very wrong xotion to take & Kingdom 
of Heaven by violence, and forc'd Me- 
thods, and bind our ſelves unalterably 
to ſuch Laws inthe doing of it, as ſhall 
contradict thoſe inclinations, that God 
ha's planted in us, and (it may be ) gt- 
ven that power, and force to in forme, 
that they ſhall not be countermanded, 
but by the ordinary Proviſion, that he 
ha's made for them ; it is no wonder, 
that we find our ſelves raſþly fooliſh in 
endeavouring to be wiſer, than he that 
made us, _ inſtead of being extrava- 
gantlyDivine,prove at laſt to be ridico/onſ- 
ly bratiſh. But on the other ſide were the 
Deſigne of theſe Religious retirements 
trom the world ſo manag d, as that they 
ſhould be frec and vo/uutary, both for the 
beginning,and continuing of them, and 
made ſerviceable tothe Publick, either 
as convenient -Seminaries of ſuch as 
ſhould beany me influential abroad, 
or as Receptacles for ſuch, whoſe former 
« Me- 
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- Before I diſmiſs this whole Cauſe, I 
think it not _unſeaſonable to invite the 
Tntelligent Reader to take 3 {mall view-of 
the preſent State of -the Roman Church. 
We know, that the Regulars. are the Ja- 
nizaries of the Court of Rome , 7 hat 
they have their exemptions from the Ju- 
Tifdiction of the Clergy of thoſe parti- 
cular Kingdoms, where they are, and fo 
have no dependance upon their Natural 
Prince, or Biſhop. And yet to the care 
of ſome of thele are almoſt all the youth 
of Europe committed. It was the com- 
plaint of the Univerſity of Pars in 
1643» 7 hat the Jeſuits had ruin'd all the 
Univerſities 1n -rexce, by draining all 
theyouth into their Schools, fo that the 
two Colledges in Pars, had more than 
all the Colledges belides : And that 


_ almoſt 
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To the Reader. 
almoſt all the other Univerſities/ had 


ſecarze Auditors for their Profeſſors: *7is 


well kzxown at prelent, that the Colledges 
of the Jeſuits are almoſt as many as the 
Grammar-Schools; mn Zrence. Their 
teaching gratis being a great invitation 
toa People that ha's io many publick Im- 
poſitions upon them, and ſo little Mo- 
ny. *Z7« as well known, that the firſt Let- 
ſon which they endeavour to inlinuate 
into their Diſciples is, to be. firm and 
conſtant in the Maximes that they inftil 


' into them , which indeed we find is a 


natural effect of that Relation betwixt a 
Tutor and his 'Scholar, when there are 


.not mighty precautions us'd to prevent 


it. Butit we be atall acquainted with 
the Aﬀairs of thoſe men, 'tes fil! much 
better known, what are thoſe Principles, 
that ot only particular men, 4ut ſuch as 
have the Subſcriptions of the Deputies 
of the whole Order, have publickly 
own'd in Print about oral Theology, 
and the Government and Condu@ of 
our Lives; The. Provizcial Zetters have 
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ſufficie atly ſhewn by an infinite number 
.cot Quotations out of their Principal and 
Zzaaing men, all Licens'd by the Autho- 
rity-ot "their Order, what deduCtions 
they have made from- that Principle of 
Direfting th: [ntention, ſoas to indulge 
all manner of Immorality , killing men 
for a box on the ear, though they would 
run away fromthem , Theft, Unclean- 
neſs, _ inthe groſs ſenſe, Killing of 
Judges, and Witneiles, bare-fac'd Simo- 
ny, Covetouſnels, ſoas to with the death 
of the Perſons that ſtand in their way, 
_— of Superiors 1n things known 
to bediredtly vicious, palpable Cheat- 
ing, and all this with this only Provilo, 
that they be all the while {o-we/l-weaning 
men, that they look only at the Good,, 
that may ariſe from the thing, to their 
advantage,not the hurt and damage that 
will follow uponit totheir Neighbours, 
though the latter may far aA, the for- 
mer. 

The Colle&ions of theſe Maximes 
have been done by many out of their 
| Wr1- 


” war == jw" i. 


©. 


—— 


Tothe Beater. 


- 


Writings , ſome very pernitious;ones, 
by che hirhful Grotins, 1 his Book az Fu- 
re Belli, & Pacis, | But toTEmovye all [ub- 
terfuges , and icruples from thofte who 
have'notleifure to-examne theſe Calu- 
ts; the Learned Author of thoſe Letters, 
one: of their own Church, | ha's per- 
torm'd it, the weakneſs of ther Anſwers 
to him eſtabliſhed it, and given Autho- 
rity.to what he has affirmed. 

Excepting therefore that {mall Party 
of Seculars, that never had ther Educa- 
tion under theſe .-men, and thale -tew. 
that became Converts afterwards” tron 
the Principles that they had once{ucket 
in (0 very ordinary thing ) ſ\\all we not 
conclude,that the remaining body of the 
Church isin a very deplorable;ccndiri- 
on, and it may be;:/@ «#iver/ally, that it 
may almoſt endanger the vi/6i/ity of the 
other /itrle remnant ? | 

Next to the Jeſuits, inpower, and in- 
tereſt our Fraxciſcans are eſteem'd the 
moſt 'prevailing Party ; and as the Fe- 
ſvits have got the vogue for the,only Ma- 
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feers of: Learning, fo theſe come in for 
their claim of the gredtrſ# Zxemplarineſs 
of life. - For there being two necefſary 
requifites for all practical Sciences; that 
is, Rules, and /nſtances of the prattice 
thoſe Rates ou particular circumſtances: 
was thought fit bythe then Governing- 
party of that Church, to'ſet upacertain 
Order of men, retired from the cotnttion 
converſe of the xeft, whoſhould be as fo 
many comvincing Experiments to demon- 
firatethe power ; and efficacy 'of the 
Rules of their Religion ; and theſe were 
always ' thought to be more” neceſſa- 
ry for their publick influence. upon' the 
lives of the people, asthe powerof*.Zx- 
ample exceeds that 'of Precept, or as 2 
true fire does that of 4 Picture. Of 'this 
kind are our Franriſcaxs,and of all other 
Orders, by the ſeverity of their Inſtitu- 
tion 0ſt likely to anſwer their Churches 
intention, both for the evidencing the 
Principles of it by their practice;/and for 
perſwading imitation by the#F Exam- 
ples, See then the utmoſt of vio a 
| | ay 
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| | Religian cando,and what Fruits are:tobe 
expected-amongſt (uch, as imitate thems 

| Is Fefvirs; have. given dangerous Pre- 

' cepts,certainly . the Zryars had given a 
greater ftrength to them by ther lives, 
and. practices. - So that they muſt ftzll 
have that pxzzeminence,/{o oiten boaſked 
of,ofbeing at wonderful Ynjty with.one 
another, of having a/perte&t conformi- 
mity betwixt their &Awes, and £Zxam- 
ples, and ( conſidering the/"indefatiga- 
blenels of both for promoting the com- 
mon Intereſt) of {preading their Do- 
&rine , and: Party almoſt Univerſally. 
This ſeems to he the preſent repraſenta- 
tionof the. ftate of that Church,' and 
alarms all Chriſtian Princes, ſince Chri- 
ſtianity.15 almoſt loft. tn-Ghriftendom,to 
recover this Holy Land out of the hands 
: of this Uurping 44v/ethan, and torlets 
| | rlexep Teachers of Qld Morality,and let 
|  puniſhmentdiſtinguidy betwixe- the: or» 

 dinaryſoberpractice of Virtue,and Phe 
riſaical Zmapyrity, on Holy Cheats. There 
cannot be.a more glarzouyDeſign, tha 

a 4 tf 


k——— 


— 


To the Reader 


to take care apainſt the debauching of 


natural Principles by a falle Religion, and 
of advancing their Power by the happy 
aſſiſtances ofa true one : Nor a greater 
ſecurity of the Civil Government, than 
by excluding all other /zdependent Au- 
thorities from the over-ruling of natural 
. Conſcience, the Spring of all humane 
Adgions, that tend to the Publick good, 
aud the preſervation of Common- 
wealths. Thediftin# Juriſdiftions may 
otherwiſe claſh with one another, in 
which conteſt we may well think , that 
the ConduFors of the Conſcience will have 
the ſuperiority. The experience of this 
has been fata} tothe Perſons of Princes, 
and does always make them obnoxious 
to bold Mſſnates in their greateſt ſecu- 
rity. If there happen any Diſputes a- 
bout Civil Rights in the-Bowels of 2 
State, the way ordinarily, taken to de- 
termine them is by open and generous 
Methods , but if once Bulls of: Excom- 
munication are pais'd, or it be generally 
ſuppos'd, that the Prince is an 1ll friend 
| tO 


Fo the Reader. 

to ſome Yſurpations, orill condudt of the 
Charch,he is no longer ſecure in his Pri- 
vy Chamber, nor in the midſt ofa well- 
arm'd Guard of. Swiſz. The Deſperate 
Religioniſt is ambitious to oblige God, 
and his Church by murdering hus 
Prince, and lofing his own life in the 
moſt exquiſite tortures. In one Ape 
have we had no leſs than two Inſtances 
of thisnature from Fraxce, and a third 
attempt without efte&t. Is not this a 
ſufficient forfcit of their Ziberty, and t0- 
leration, that maintain this Opinion,and 
have often evidenc'd it by theirpradtice 
for more than $00 years, not only to 
the prejudice of the Princes perſon, but 
frequently alſo ro the diſſotution of his 
Government ? I leave the inftancing in 
known Stories to thoſe that have made 
it their particular deſign, 

Iris, Econfeſs, no very eaſie thing to 
remove an effablifagd Power, that has a 
general Intereſt ro ſecond it, and Hermry 
the Fourth ( who foreſaw the danger, 
which at laft had its eft& upon _ ) 
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when often ſolicited to.baniſh the. 5 Teſte. the. 
its, who were {omething inlolent, 
their Reſtauration, Wy Ei PE 
would [end him out of zhe.norld betoxe. Ne 
cauld fend them out 'of France. : And 
therefore ſure thelc ſhould applaud, and 
relliſhtheir preſent candition, that are 
far from fearing the power of ſuch mer 
as they would harldly be able to get rid; 
of, and encourage all endeavours that 
7» us'd, to, prevent the increaFe, Q 
_ a | 
. Norwizhſtanding all, this Trae 
and fruc. 7 reprz{cntation, that I have 
drawa of” the preſent. Face, of things, 1 
cannot but, take -gotice of pl articulgy 
Myſtery .0 W 4. aptdence ,. that ha's layd 
a rong bd fall le phligations (1 as {in 
de ſtameNr Our ming, .and the 
things wit oo 15) 9 .2:right, and "a 


beg ur telvgs, and doe's more- 
ver defer th hem With. peculiar 4 a0: 
his good: 2% that we of- 

Kg Goal men Fl: d from moſt.of 
os Wl effects of pernigious RanginſEs 
an 
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and that they contradid their Bohef by by: 
their Ations; This ha's made” mehave 
4 reſpet# for many of :yhat Party of waen, 
(whom Khave hens beenJo free withal), 
fuch namely, as havegiven al} outwar@ 
proofs of lnocencls Tuſticeand(Whiceh 
1s ſtron geſt) of Univerſal: Benig nity; and. 
Charly. And the _ Camry I 
ave very much pleas elf in; when 
in all ex dl 3 Thave had with 
the ſeveral varieties; and Seasof Reli- 
gion, |] could not but perceive, -chevirr! 
all kinds, and forts of : them, thet&were 
ſome very ſional inſtances of Goo; ahd 
FYirtuous Tempers. But then the 'De- 
ſigne of Religion and Reles of Practice 
being to lay firmer; and cloſer Enga md Fm 
ments \t0 Reformation of Life, afid/Man- 
ners;"'than the ordinary helps of our 
naturaÞ- diſpoſitions, 'it follows,-that 
whatſoever Relightn contradicts this, 
puts-men into greater danger, then - : 
they were without it. And con | 
Ip; thatmany of thoſe whoin other oh 
cumftaues wwould obey the A of- 
their 
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their good Inclinations, when back'd, 
and. cncourag'd by the Zearned, and the 
Grave of that Religion will make no 
laruple of taking the Determinations 
of the Church for Guides, and Condu- 
tors to a more eaſic, and- pleaſant, 
though a very miſchievous way. 
er all this long and tedious Di- 
ſcourſe,. the main of which -is ground- 
ed upon the truth ofthe things that are 
alledg'd in the FaFum, It may. be {cru- 
pl'd by ſome, whether it were not either 
a contrivance of . the Arehbiſbop of Sens, 
oran exzeſs of paſſion in the Nunns, that 
tranſported them;beyond the bounds of 
zruth, and honefty to depoſe fuch things 
of the. Fryers, as never were done, - To 
both which I ſhall return, 7hat after 
that. the compalure of the Faitum had 
beencharg'd-upon the frchbiſbop, the 
Nunns call'd the NVataries of the next 
Townover to them, -and there made a 
Proteſtation to them; which (as all pub; 
lick Ats uſually are) was regiſtred by 
them ;/ inwhichthey vouch that Wri- 
ting 
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ting to be their own : and add beſides, 
that they have ftill far more horrible 
things to depoſe againſt them, it they 
ſtill perſiſted to moleſt them : 7hat the 
Numns did all this deliberately, for a 
great continuance of time together : 
T7 hat they 'were the Graveſt, and moſt 
[ntient amongſt them: 7 hat there were 
no leſsthan eighteen of them: 7 hat by 
their Quality, the Teſtimony of one of 
them is eſteem'd off zqual validity,with 
that of many others put together, lince, 
-when there is no evidenge to the con- 
trary, their-integrity 1s up s'd tobe 
more ſtrictly preſerv'd, and lecur'd by 
the {ethos Conſecration of themſelves to 
God's Service : 7hatthey expos'd their 
own Reputation to the cenlure of the 
World by thus doing, and were ſenſible 
of it before they did it : 7 hat they them- 
{elves were AMFors, and Parties 1n moſt 
of the things, that are depoſed , and is 
not all this ſufficient to qualihe them 
for WVitzeſſes, and make 1t clear, that 
they did both know the matters, hy 

ey 
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they teſtifi'd ;, and: did fairbfully deli- 
we the matters which they knew ? 
What Judge can defire more ſuffici- 
encie 10 + Witnels, ' that Anowledge 
and Znteprity ? Put yet to this Tadd, 
That the Fa# was fo notorious, that 
the Conrt of Prance 'thought fit, not- 
withſtanding -the great Scandal that 
muft needs ariſe upon it in thoſe Ca- 
thotick Countries; t6 diſcharge the Cor- 
'aetiers of their Office, todeprive them 
of a Juriſdiction, that- they had en- 
joy'd for many hundreds of years. That 
This. could not 'be prevented by all 
the Intereft that thoſe Fryars could 
make, although *tis well-known that 
they are the moſt numerous of all 
the *Orders of the Reenlars;,' and the 
moſt powerful ( except that 'of the Fe- 
ſuits ) and notwithſtanding that rhey 
had madeuſe: of all their 4rts of i 4a- 
adreſs, and all kind of Sollicitations both 
in the Courts of Rome, and France tO 
prevent theExecution of the' Sentence 
againſt them; 


For 
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For. the care taken in the 7 raxfla- 
:10n,1 have only this to ſay, That '1 
make no Queſtion, but that upon the 
comparing .of the Copies, 4t will ap- 


—— 


pear, thar 1 have _ induitr rowſfly a- 
l; 


voided all marner of liberty, that might 
any ways endanger the true meaning 
of the Teſtimonies, and have purpole- 
ly omitted all the Ornaments, that 
would, it may be, be requiſite for the 
recommendihg any other Writing to 
the Reader. For T imagind, that where 
Religious Perſons are brought 1n to ac- 
cule one another, all care ought to be 
raken that their words be faithfully 
related, and if made to put on a for- 
reign Dreſs, that it do not diſguiſe the 
natusal Meen, and Air of the Parties ; 
Zhat the Tranſlation be as little diffe- 
rent, as may be, from the Words, and 
Connexion , that were made ule of 
in the Original Narration. So that I 
believe, it will be found, that I have 
here. follow'd the Style of a Court of 
Tuſtice, rather than x of the Modith 
part 
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part of the 7own, or the Zbeatre. For 
the whole Deſign of it being a matter 
of Fatt, 1 thought a Yerbal Tranflati- 
on would the beſt fuitit, leſt the alter- 
ing of the Words ſhould cauſe a miſre- 
preſentation of the true Sence, 


' CHAPTER-ACT 
OF THE 
RELIGIOUS SISTERS 


OF THE 


Royal Monaſtery of Saint Ca- 
tharine,; near Provins, to Own 
their Fadium againſt the Cor- 
deliers, and all the Matters of 
Fa& contained in the ſame. 


His day Monday the 
fourth day of the 
month of April , one 
thouſand fix hundred 
| and ſixty ſeven, about three of 
the clock, in the afternoon, We 
'B Notaries, 
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An AR of the Nuns 


Notaries, Hereditary Note-keep- 
ers, and Regiſters to the King, un- 
derſigned, at the requeſt of the 
Siſters 'Mafgarer Le Gocy de 
Chauvigny, Magdelaine Pilon, 
Suſan Gaultier, De Flovigny, Ge- 
douin, Darzillers, Paris, De 
Beaufort, Du Pas, Bourdault, De 
[a Salle, Rohgult 1” Ainee, Ro- 
hault la Jeune, Velftere, Bour- 
o0nin; Guigher, Des Plailes, 4nd 
D* Apuefrez All of them Nuns 
profeſſed in th: Royal Monaſtery 
of the Mount Saint Catharine near 
Provitts, te core over to the ſaid 
Monaſtery, whete being , the ſaid 
Religious Siſters\ bring aſttbled 
according to the \ uſual matiner, 
they made & Decfpration to us, 


Tha having undet; Good that the 
| Fathers 
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to vouch their Fatnm. 


Fathers Cordeliers, notwithſtand- 
ing, and to the prejudice of the 
Procuration,' that they gave of 
it, intended and endeavoured $0 
make the FaQtum, that they bad 
compoſed for the defence of their 
Cauſe againſi the ſaid Fathers 
Cordeliers, be reputed to be, A- 
plece withour any conſent to It 
on their part, and of which my 
Lord Archbiſhop of Sens was the 
Authour ; That ſo, after their ha- 
ving been the cauſes of an infinite 
number of diſorders in their Mo- 
naftery, aſwell in their Spiritual 
as their Temporal concerns , they 
might by this means ſtill fruſtrate 
the deſign that the Religious 
Silters had to publiſh the parti- 
cular accounts of them, (though 

Þ 2 with 
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with a great deal of regret, and 

confuſion of Spirit ; ) ſince that 

they have learnt at laſt by God's 

mercy to prefer the Salvation of 

their Souls before all Temporal 

and Worldly conſiderations : They | 
do now acknowledg and declare; {| 
That they made the ſaid Fatum, | 
that they gave the Copies and 
Originals of it, and that they are 
ready reſpeAively, and every one 
in particular for her own part, | 
to maintain the ſaid Faum in all | 
the things that it contains, and 
moreover to add to them Things 
much more horrible, which alſo 
have been already declared by 
them, and are in the hands of the 
ſaid Lord Archbiſhop of Sens, if 
what is containd in the ſaid Fae 
cum 
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ctum be not thought ſufficient. 
Moreover, They have told us, 
and declared to us, That the W1- 
dow Du Gaſt could not truly ſay, 
that the ſaid Lord Archbiſhop of 
Sens did compoſe the ſaid Factum, 
that he gave her the Papers, and 
Manuſcripts of it, and took the 
Sheets back, again:but only,that the 
perſon who was intruſted to carry 
it to be printed, did, it may be, 
make uſe of the name of the ſaid 
Lord Archbiſhop to ſecure himſelf, 
and to avoid the having it ſeized 
upon by the Fathers Cordeliers, 
in caſe it had been printed in the 
Nuns name, As in effeft, not- 
withſtanding all kind of precau- 
tion they could uſe to prevent it, 


they have been acquainted, that 
B 3 the 
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the ſaid Fathers Cordeliers did 
ſeize upon ſome of the Sheets of it, 
which they would have fut into 
the hands of Monſieur the Lieute- 
nant Criminal of Paris, to hin- 
der all their deſigns and inten- 
TIONS. 
Of the which preſent Decla- 
ration thus made by the above- 
named Religious Siſters after 
they had been heard ſeparately, 
being aſembled together, as 1s a- 
foreſaid, thoſe Religious viſters 
did demand an A& of us: And | 
to them this preſent one 1s ptven, | 
and granted to ſerve for what it | 
z5 proper. : 
This was done, paſſed, and dif- | 
patch'd in the ſaid Monaſtery : 
And all the faid Religious Siſters | 
; 26 Es before | 
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before-named, and appearing in 
their own perſons have ſigned up- 
on the Copy of thele preſents, to- 
gether with us Notaries ſigned 
underneath, it remaining in the 
poſſeſſron of Bruyant. Signed, 
Bruyant, and De Huchy, Each 
of them a Parapte. 


Compared with the Or1- 
ginal by the Kings Coun- 
ſellor, Secretary of the 
Houſe of the Crown of 
France, and of the Fi- 
Nances. 
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OR, 
DECLARATION in COURT - 


FOR 


The Religiows Sifters of Saint Catha- 
rine, near Proving, againſt the Fa- 
thers Cordeliers. 


T is with a great deal of regret 
that the Religions Siſters of Saint 
Catharine,nes rProvins,lee them- 
ſelves forc'd to give an account 
to the Publick of the Suits 

which they make at Court againſt the 

Fathers Cordeliers, But the injuſtice, 

with which it has pleas'd thoſe Fathers 

to traduce their beſt jatentions, and to 
make the unanimous conſent of the 
greateſt and ſoundeſt part of their Com- 
munity paſs for a FaQtion, and a Ca- 
ball 
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ball only of ſome private perſons, will 
not allow them to hold their peace 3 
and they might well fear, if they dil- 
ſembled their ſenfe of this injury, that 
they might ſeem to avthorize all their 
other diſorders. It is nothing then 
but the bare neceſlity of defending 
and juſtifying themſelves, which moves 
them to-ſpeak. And whatſoever miſ- 
chiefs thele Fathers may have done in 
their Houſe, whatſoeyer ſcandals they 
may have occalion'dz yet nothing 
does more nearly afte& them, than 
the force which they now conſftygin 
them to put upon themſelves to pyb- 
liſh ſuch things, as they could have 
wiſh'd for the intereſt of God and his 
Church, tor the honour of that whole 
Order, alwell as upon the account of 
their own repxtation, to haye buried 
in an eternal ſilence. 


SECTION 
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SECTION I. 


What gave occaſion to the Suits, which 
the Nuns of 84int Catharine wake 
at Conrt againſt the F. Cordeliers. 


He Monaſtery of the Nuns of 
Saint Clare near Provins, was 
founded in the year 1237. by Thea- 
bald the Fourth, King of Navarre, and 
Earl of Brie and Champaigne. The 
Traditions of this Monaſtery ſay, that 
this Prince caus'd it to be built in ho- 
nour of Saint Catharine upon occa= 
fion of a viſion, which he had in his 
Caſtle of Provins, from whence he had 
for ſeveral nights together ſeen upon 
the Hill, where the Monaſtery now 
ſtands, a bright ſhining light, in the 
middle of which he diſcovered a Lady 
of extraordinary beauty, who with 
the point of a Sword mark'd out the 
compaſs of this Houſe. T his Prince, 
who had a great devotion for Saint 
Catharine. 


4 The Hiſtory of the Nunnery. 
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Catharine, was perſwaded that It was 
ſhe, that thus defign'd out the place, 
where God would be ſerv'd under her 
good guidance. He reſolv'd therefore 
to build a Nannery there, to endow it, 
and to ſettle thole Nzns there, whom 
Saint Clare, who was then living, had 
ſent him from Aſſeze, from whence 
the fame of her great Sanctity had dif- 
fus'd it ſelf all over the World. Theſe 
boly Maids liv'd in his Caſtle of Pro- 
vins the ſpace of four years, at the 
end of which the Houſe being com- 
pleatly finiſh'd, they at laſt took poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. 

Theobald the Fifth, who ſucceeded 
him, had not leſs affection for this Mo- 
naſtery than his Father, who had left 
his heart there for a pledge of his 
love. He gave theſe Nans great en- 
dowments, granted them great privi- 
ledges, and at the (ollicitation of 1ſa- 
bella the daughter of Saint Lewis, 
whom he had married, he procured 
of Pope Urban the Fourth a pay 
100 
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{ton for them to take the Rule, which 
at the deſire of Saint Lewis he had 
made for the Nuns of Long-Champ, 
who had been founded by this boly 
King twenty two years after the Mo- 
naſtery of Saint Catharine. Theobald 
the Fifth dying as he return'd from 
the voyage, that he had undertaken 
with Saint Lewis his Father-in-Law 
beyond Sea, would be buried jn this 
Monaſtery : The Princeſs 1ſabella his 
wite, who died the ſame year, choſe 
likewiſe this place for her interment 3 
and accordingly their aſhes lie here 
to this day. 

This is all that is known of the Hi- 
ſtory of this Monaſtery. The ſeve- 
ral Fires that have happened, and the 
care that the Cordeliers have taken to 
make away all the Titles andWritings, 
hinder us from being able to give any 
farther light into it. There is nothing 
but a Bull of Alexander the Fourth, 
which eſcaped them, which ſhall 
hereafter in its place be m——_— 
an 
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and a permiſſion from the Archbiſhop 
of Sens to beg in the Dzoceſs for the 
rebuilding of the Church of Saint Ca- 
tharize, which had been burnt down 
by the Ergliſhs fo that one cannot 
preciſely determine the time, when 
theſe Cordeliers firſt intruded them» 
ſelves into this Monaſtery. All that 
is known for certain, is, that about 
an hundred years fince, this Houſe 
having been again conſumed by Fire, 
was a while after rebuilt by the care 
of the Lady Margaret de Billy, of the 
Illuſtrious Houſe of Pranay, then 4b- 
beſs of it, who retired in the mean 
while into the Caſtle of Provins, as 
her Predeceflors had done upon the 
like occaſions. 

Five or (ix and twenty years after 
Madam @ Oſonville being choſen 4b- 
beſs, and finding the Houſe in horri- 
ble irregularities, occaſton'd by the 
cotidu& of the Cordeliers, who had 
made themſelves Maſters of it, ſet her 
ſelf about applying ſome remedies a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt it, She gotia Nan of Amiens 
where:the Rxle was oblerv'd, to'come 
over to her for this purpoſe, to teach 
it her N#xs, to give then the example 
of it, and to be affiſtant to her to de- 
ny thoſe Fathers entrance into the 
Houſe. God preſerv'd her forty years 
m this Charge in ſpite of all the at- 
tempts, and perſecutions of thoſe Fry- 
ers, duritig all which time they fru- 
ftrated'all her good deſigns, and all the 
regulations Which ſhe had made for 
ſettling the Diſcipline according to 
the advice of many learned Divines ; 
ſo that as the greateſt number of the 
Nuts were habituated to theſe infa- 
mous communications, ſhe could never 
draw them out of ity notwithſtanding 
all the precautions ſhe could make uſe 
of: and the diſorder did till much 
more encreaſe after her death, which 
happen'd in 1535, which was the 
time, when the Cordeliers bethought 
themſelves of making the Nars accept 
of the Triennial.that the 4bbeſſes might 
be 
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be in greater dependance upon them, 
that they themlelves might be abſo- 
lute Maſters of the Ele&ions, and that 
they might with the more eaſe and 
ſucceſs oppoſe the good deſigns of 
thoſe that ſhould be elected. 

. They exerciſed their Tyranny in 
this Houſe till the year 1648, when 
many of the Nu#s abhorring their ex- 
travagancies did make ſuit in Parlia- 
went to .be diſcharged of their con- 
duct. But Father le Fort, who was 
then appointed Commiſlary, and who 
rul'd all in this Monaſtery imagin'd, 
that now was the moſt favourable op- 
portunity offer'd him to advance him- 
ſelf higher in the eſteem of thoſe of 
his own Order, and to make himſelf 
ſtill more abſolute in this Houſe. He 
thereupon gives ſuch advice to each 
of the Parties, as was moſt proper to 
foment the Diviſion 3 and in the Chap- 
ters, which he called no leſs than three 
times a day, he loaded them with ſuch 
horrid and injurious language upon 
their 
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their intending to withdraw them- 
ſelves from under their direQion, cal- 
ling them People of Sack:cloath and 


| Cord, Souls of Brimſtone and Salt-peters 


That thoſe Maids being terrif'd with 
it, ſeeing that unleſs they were afbſt- 
ed in it, they could not yet ſhake off 
this ſo intolerable a Yoke, were con- 
tented to let them make ſome new 
tegulations, and to let the late 2/0n- 

ur Coqueret be named by the Parlia- 
ment to draw them up for them : and 
thus they continued under the ſame 
Governtnent , but yet hoping with- 
al that the Kegwulations that were 
made for them, would give ſome re- 
medy at leaſt to the evils that they 
labonred winder. But theſe Regulati- 
015 were never pltt in practice, nor ſo 
much as communicated to the Nan, 
the Cordeliers being always reſolved 


| toretainto themſelves the ſame pow- 


er, and the ſame facility, to commit 

the ſame diſorders. 
At laſt in the year 1663, The Nuns 
C leciog 
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ſeeing that the Abbeſs, who had then 
finiſhed her Triennial, and who had 
never been advanced to that cnarge 
but by the faGious arts of the Cor 

liers, would, if ſhe were longer con- 
tinu'd, wholly conſume both Tempo» 
rall and Spiritual incomes of the 
Monaſtery to fatisfie. the greedineſs 
of theſe Fathers, were reſolved to 
make choice of another. The Cordeliers 
were well aware of this defign, 
and omitted nothing to continue. this 
Nun 1n her Government. They made 
uſe of all ordinary artifices in order to 
it. The | Provincia! took thoſe for 
Aſſociates, Scrutatour, and Secretary, 
whom he knew to have moſt power 
over the inclinations of the Nuns. 
They had private conferences with 
them,. ſome of which were continued 
till two a-clock in the morning : They 
uſed the aſſiſtance of Kindred, and 
Friends abroad, who openly made 
parties for her. They ſpared not 


for either promiſes, or threats. Some 
of 
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of the N##s a great while before had 
by the Phyfitians order deſired leave 
to go out to take the waters. They 
were now offered to have it upon cons 
dition that they would give her their 
vote : They had refuſ& it them for 
two years before, foreſeeing what 
uſe they might make of it at the time 
of the EleFion. They gave them and 
many others Notes to figne, that were 
wrot by aCordelier to aifſure themſelves 
of their votes, and of their faithfulneſs 
to what they had promiſed : They 
took away the office of Scribe from 
her, to whomit did belong according to 
the order of the Houſe. And in fine, 
after all theſe precautions proceeding 
to an EleFion, after that the ſcruting 
had been renewed =o leſs than wine 
times, without being able to overcome 
the reſolution which the beſt-inclined 
amongſt them had taken, never to con- 
ſent to the EleFion of a perſon who 
was ſo direly contrary to the good of 
their Houſe 3 _ adviſed her to 
2 give 
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give her vote for ber ſelf, and the 


Provincial alſo gave her his, a praGice 
never before heard of among ft them : (0 
that of #hirty three votes counting that 
of her own, and another of the Provin- 
cial s, who hag no manner of right to 
give any, ſhe had in all but ſeventeen. 

lIthough this Ele&7or was againſt all 
forme, yet they were forced to ſuf- 
fer it : but not without this proviſion, 
that the Treaſurers ſhould be joyned 


with the Abbeſs in the management of 


the Temporal revenue, and ſhould ſigne 
the Acquittances : which nevertheleſs 
was never put in execution, no more 
than all thoſe other: things, which the 
Society has demanded from time to time 
for the ſettling of good Order, and 
which. theſe Fathers to draw them to 
conſent to their deſires promiſed them, 
but did afterwards make ſport at zt, 
when they had obtained their ends ſo 
that all things have ever fince contifu- 
ed ingreater confuſion, and diſorder. 
But at laſt God being weary of the 

| ialolenge 
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infolence, with which theſe Religions 
abuſed the eafie natures of theſe poor 
Maids,did ſo provide,that a perſon n- 
known to them,who was deeply affe&ted 
forthe loſs of ſo many Soulsconſecrated 
to Gad,preſented a Remonſtranceto the 
late Queen Mother,wherein was declar- 
edin ſhortto her Majeſty a part of the 
exceſſes, which the Cordeliers com- 
mitted in their Houſe, and the necel- 
ſity there was of removing thoſe D3- 
reFors from the Nuns. That Printeſs 
was concerned at thoſe diſorders 3 (he 
teſtified her indignation againſt the 
Authors ofthem, and got aletter of the 
Kings Privy Seal, tocommand the Pro- 
vincial to (et things 1a right order a+ 
g210. 

In this Rewonſirance there was men- 
tion made of two N#xs, to whom the 
Cordeliers had given leave to go out 
of the Houſe : My Lord Archbiſhop of 
Sens upon the ſcandalous reports that 
were ſpred abroad concerning them, 
had adviſed the Provincial to make 

C 3 them 
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them come home again : That Father 
therefore commanded them to return 
tothe Monaſtery : They obeyed him, 
And he himſelf went over\ thither a 
little while after to puniſh them: for 
the pretended ſcandal they had given. 
And todo it after a more«exemplary 
manner, this fevere Judge, and' ſage 
Reformer, as thoſe Nuns themſelves 
report it, fet himſelf to cereſs them 
for three days together, to entertain 
them with a thouſand expreſſrons of 
fondneſs,8& an infinite company of idle 
profeſſuons of love, and to turn all that 
had been ſaid ofthem abroad into rail- 
ery. Aﬀer all | which the Secretary 
made Ty 4A a paper, which upon 
the faith of the Provinciall they were 
made to believe, was a declaration 
of their Innocence, as indeed they had 
all reaſon to believe; ſince that one of 
them maintains,” That in an entertaine, 
which he had with her for a good part of 
the night, and in which he had made 
her a thouſand fooliſh careſſes, ſo as ſe- 


veral 
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veral times to deſire to kiſſe ber, That 
he had then declared to her, that he was 
mot at all perſwaded, that either ſhe or 
her Companion had deſerved any puniſh- 
ment, but that what he did in it was on- 
hy to take off all blame from their Order 
ont of the Queen Mother's apprehenſion: 
Adding, That he would not have her 
trouble her ſelf for whas he ſhould do the 
next morning, which be had not ſo much 
as acquainted his ſecretary withall; And, 
that the excommunication, which he muſs 
of neceſſity pronounce againſt her. ſhould be 
but a formal ſhew, a counterfeit anger, 
and a piece of Murmery, But the next 
mornipg having entredthe Houſe, and 
called theſe two Nuns to a Chapter, to 
make them confeſs that they had pu# off 
their Habit, and conſequently had in- 
curr'dthe penalty of Excommunication, 
for which he would have them deſire 
Abſolution in full Chapter , that Nur 
to whom the Provincial had made ſo 
many profeſtions. of Friendſhip, and 
who made account, that ſhe had ſigned 
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bim a certificate to the contrary, was 
ſo touched with this kind of procedure 
that ſhe 'withdrew from them inftead 
of coming on forwards. The Provin- 
cial thereupon commanded his Secreta- 
ry to goe and ſeize ber, and to bring her 
wpor his back: Thoſe were his very 
words. | 
The Secretary preſſed her with a 
great deal of earneſtneſs to doe 'what 
was deſired of herz and to make her 
moretra@able, and to free her appre- 
henſion of the fear ſhe might have of 
ſome ill uſage, he had the impudence 
to embrace her, and to kiſs her by force 
in the preſence of all the Nuns, and 
faid to her aloud, :3/y Heart, My Dear, 
HMy. Friend, be our deliverer with the 
Dueen Mother, thou wilt oblige ni more 
than IT am able to expreſs. But ſeeing 
that all this could not incline her, he 
#1 down on his knees before her, and 
proteſted to her, that as the Provincial 
had promiſed her all that they did was 
but a piece of Mummery, and that they 
| would 
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would null the ſentence immediately after 
it mas pronounced. L.Td 

- All theſe extravagant ſubmiſſions not 
being able to overcome the reſolution 
of this Nan, the Provincial gave 
ſentence againſt her and her Compani- 
on, by which he deprived them of 
Aﬀive and Paſſroe vote, of the offices 
of the Religion, of the freedom of 
Converſing at the grate, and this for as 
longa time as he and his ſucceflours 
ſhould think fit, and told her particu- 
larly that had ſhown ſo much ſtiffeneſs, 
that he Excommunicated them: And 
in effect, the Cordelier Confeſſor of the 
Houſe would not ſince thartime admit 
them to the Sacraments. 

Theſe Nuns ſeeing themſelves con- 
demned to ſuch rigorous ſeverities 
without other form of proceſs, without 
bringiog in either charge or informa- 
tion againſt them,and without confront- 
ing them with witneſles, notwithſtand- 
ing that they pleaded that they had 
witneſles of their Innocency, —_ 

| tems» 
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themſelves obliged to ſeek for redreſs 

at Court by way of appeal for redreſſmng 

of abuſes, and to make known their 

grievances there, as well for their 
ewaking of faitions at the EleQion, as 

for the diſorderly condu# of the Core 

deliers, and the i government of the 

Abbeſs both as to the Spiritual, and 

Temperel/ concerns of the Houſe, Up- 
on theſe complaints the Court by aDe- 
cree of the 15 24ay 1664.remitted them 
to my Lord Arch-biſhop of Sens their na- 
tural Prelate,and ordained, T hat what- 

ſoever ſhould be done, and ordered by 

him ſhould be put in execution, wot- 

withſlanding any oppoſition , or appeal” 
whatſoever to the contrary. Theſe 

Nuns, in conformity to the wiſe pro- 

viſion of this Decree, preſented their 

requeſt to my Lord Arch-biſhop of Sens, 

that he would pleafe to come over to 

themto do them juſtice. 

Then it was that many of the Nas 
in the Houſe, who had for a long time 
groancd under the diſorders that the. 

Cordeliers 
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Cordelierchad committed in theirHouſe, 
and whohad very paſlionately wiſhed, 
that it would . pleaſe God to withdraw 
from under their Tyranny, now thought 
themſelves obliged to declare them- 
ſelves, and to raake uſe of this favour- 
able occaſion, which God had put in- 
to their hands, for the regaining of 
their liberty, They united themſelves 
therefore with their Sifters, and with 
them did unanimouſly preſent a new 
requeſt to this Pre/ate,to beſeech him,in 
execution of the Decree tocome over 
totheir Monaſtery to inform himſelf 
of the diſorders of the Religions 
Fathers,and of the truth of thoſe things 
which they had ſpecifiedin their re- 
queſt. 

But neither did they ſtopthere:Theix 
number being encreaſed according as 
their good intentionscame to be better 
known to their ſſters, they drew up a 
ſolemn 4G ligned by the hands of ſeven- 
teen Nuns of the Owire the moſt ancient 
amongſt them, by which they voted 
amongſt 
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amongſt themſelves, -To petition my 
Lord Arch-biſhop of Sens in all humilz- 
#y to receive them under his juriſdiction 
and condu@#, ſeeing that the diſorders of 
the Cordeliers both in their Spiritual and 
Temporal concerns were grown to ſuch an 
beight.' In this 4@ they alſo mutually 
engaged not to ſeparate, or diſunite 
themſelves in the good deſign which 
God had put into their minds to eſta- 
bliſh good diſcipline in their Houſes and 
for this end to make all earneſt endea- 
vour -ahd ſuit to effe& it, to give 
wnanimons conſent to all that ſhould be 
thought neceſlary for it,and to beſeech 
my Lord Archbiſhop of Sens not to fore 
ſake: them 'in this good deſign, and to 
give them his proteCtion for the com- 
pleat execution of it. 
. My Lord Archbiſhop of Sens conli- 
dering the duty of his CharaQer-to 
watch over theſe Religions Maids for 
the good of their Souls, and that he 
ought to be ſo much the more ſenſible 
of this obligation, as they were more 
earneſt 
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earneſt in begging his aſſiſtance intheir 
extremity, came over to«their Nun- 
nery, began his »iſſtation. there- the 
3d of September 1664, drew up their 
Declaration; and feeing that a part of 
the diſorders of the Houſe proceeded 
from an ill management of the Tem. 
Poral revenues,and from the driving a 
Trade of blanching of linnen by the 
Servitour-ſiſters for people abroad, he 
took care to remedy that by wiſe and 
moſt judicious Orders, But as it had 
been no great matter to have made 
good proviſions for the Temporal, if he 
had not applyed his charitable cares 
to reform their $piritue] condition , 
eſpecially after he had particular infor- 
mations from the Religious . Nuns, 
of the ſtate of their Monaſtery and of 
the danger they were obnoxious to, 
if they were not put into a perfect /;- 
berty of Spirit, and if the Authors of ſo 
many horrible ſcandals were not re- 
moved from them,this Pre/ate thought 
hioſclf obliged in Fatherly charity to 

furniſh 
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furniſh them with Divines which he 
approved of, who ſhould havethe care 
of their Conſciences, who ſhould affiſt 
them in all their neceſlities, and ad- 
miniſter the Sacraments to them, and 
to forbid the Cordeliers doing any fun- 
@ion of their Miniſtery without his ex- 
preſs permiſſion, and that under his 
hand. 


This he did by a ew Order of the 
IO of February 1666 by which he en- 
Joyned the Nurs to receive for their 
confeflour Monſieur Bourree, Dr.of the 
Faculty of Paris, whoſe ability, life, 
exemplary manners, and charitable 
Zeal were fully known to him3z and 
commanded the Cordeliers forthwith 
to leave the Houſe, which they 
had involved in ſuch horrible diſor- 
ders. 

The greateſt and ſoundeſt part. of 
the Nuns ſubmitted with joy and 
comfort to the Orders of their Prelate: 
But ſome others to the number of nine 
or tex'of the @uire,cngaged by no body 
knows 
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knows what falſe Maximes, to ſay no 
worſe, to the intereſt of the Cordeliers, 
made oppoſition againſt them together 
with the Servitour-ſeflers, whom the 
Cordeliers had managed for ſuch a kind 
of deſign a long while before, and 
whom they had won overto their party 
by making them equall to the Religions 
of the Quire againſt all order, and by 
allowing them all kind of Liberties 4- 
gainfi their vowes of Confinement and Po- 
verty, and ag4ivft the particular obliga- 
tions of their quality. 

Upon the refuſal of theſe wize or 
jew Maids, there was iſſued out a De- 
cree of the 24 of March 1666, by 
which it was enjoyned that the Orders 
of my Lord Archbiſhop of Sens ſhould 
be put in execution according to 
their form and tenour. This Decree 
was backed with another of the 14. 
of April following, by which the 
united Nuzs being received as Appealers 
from the abuſe of a pretended obedience 
to the Commiſſary General given to F. 
Hoxdry 
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Howdry a Cordelier, and- of certain 
pretended Bulbs of exemption from the 
Juriſdition of the Ordinary in fa- 
your of the Religions Maids of St. 
Clare denounced to them under the 
penalty of Excommunication tothe pre» 
Judice of the Decrees of the Court, the 
Orders of my Lord Archbiſhop of Sens, 
were confirmed a-new, and the Liew- 
tenant General of Provins enjoyned 
to give his aſliſtance to the execution 
of thoſe Orders. | | W732 

Thoſe abſolute Commands, which 
came from an Authority which all 
ought to reverence, inſtead of open= 
ing the eyes of theſe nine ortenReligions 
Maids, and making them liſten to the 
reaſons that perſwaded the Conrt fo 
effectually to maintain theOrder of my 
Lord Archbiſhop. of Sens, ſerved to no 
betterpurpoſe,than to make them give 
clear 'e'vidence of that ſpirit of Rebef- 
lion, with which . the Cordeliers had 
inſpired them. It was therefore ne- 
celſary to have recourſe to the Thente- 
nant 
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rant Generall of Provins and that the 
Eldeſt Connſellour of that Court (ſhould 
come over to the Monaſtery of St. C4* 
tharine the 18. of April}, in Execution 
of this laſt Decree to ſettle the Siexr 
Bourree 1n the Ordinary Houſe of the 
Confeſſors of this Monaſtery, in ſpite of 
all the oppoſition of theſe ine or tex 
Nuns. Such a publick Contempt of 
My Lord Archbiſhop of Sexs*s Orders, 
and ſo notorious a Violation of the 
Juſt Authority of his Sacred Character, 
could not but raiſe a very reaſonable In- 
dignation in him, and one would think 
ſhould have drawn down upon the 
heads of theſe mine or ten Nuns, the 
Thunder which God had put into his 
bands. But this Prelate conſidering,that 
their Obſtinacy proceeded from their 
Errours, and the falſe Maxims that 
che Cordeliers had inſtilled into them, 
rather than from any deliberate malice, 
reſolved to try all poltible wayes of 
8weetneſs and Charity, to reduce them 
to a Senſe of their duty, He therefore 

- togis 
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took care to have that particular ob e- 
dience, to which they were obliged by 
their Vows,and the hainouſneſs of that 
Sin, which making them violate thoſe 
Vows would make them loſe the qua- 
lity of the Spouſes of Jeſus Chriſt, re- 
preſented unto them. He moreover 
provided to have it remorſtretedunto 
them,how unwarrantable thoſe ſtrange 
Heats were, and that violence of ſpirit, 
which they had added to this difobe: 
dience, and which deſerved anExcluſi- 
on from the graces that God has united 
tothe Sacraments of his Church ; and a 
ſeparation from the Society and Com- 
union of his Holy Family. And finally, 
he made it be declared to them, with 
that Fatherly Authority, which God 
had given him for their concern, That 
he was moſt tenderly inclined for their 
Spiritual welfare; but withall, that he 
did moſt perfetly abhor their Kebel;- 
#n: That he would root that out to 
the preſervation of their Souls, and 
that after he had waited for theirRe- 

pentance 
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pentance with patience, and uſed the . 
admonitions which Charity required of 
| Him, he ſhould be conſtrained at laſt 
to make uſe of the ſharpeſt remedies to 
penetrate into, and ſo to dillipate that 
hard Tumour of their hearts. 

But all theſe Charitable Remonſiran- 
ces were wholly ineffectual, The Ser- 
vitour-Siſters Continued their unlawfull 
commerce, and the nine or ter: Siſters of - 
the Quire remained (till as pertinacious, 
and obſtinate in refufing to acknow- 
ledge Mounſreur Bourree their Confeſſour.. 
And as it the Cordeliers were afraid 
leſt theſe aids by doing their duties, 
and frequenting the Sacraments, ſhould 
come to be ſenſible of the precipice 
they had engaged them in, they per- 
ſwaded them to abſent themſelves 
wholly from them: and all the care 
that My Lord Archbiſhop of Sens could 
uſe to make them come to theſe Soleme 
nities, and the goodneſs he ſhewed 
them in offering them Confe/ſours of 
any of the other Keligiow Orders to 
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draw them to it, could not prevent 
them from letting Eafter-day pale with- 
out receiving the Communion. That 
Prelate threatned them with the penal- 
ties incurred by the Holy Canons, if 
they acquitted not themſelves of a 
duty, which he made appear to them 
was (0 indiſpenfible. They had three 
Admonitions for it according to the 
cuſtome, They returned no other 
anſwer to all this, but zvjariows Lan- 
guage and Contempt. And in fine, after 
a tedious Expectation of their Repen- 
tance, having declared to them in the 
uſual form, that they had incurred Ex- 
communication, they behaved them- 
ſclves ſo haughtily, that their Siſters, 
who were more ſenſibly affefted at that 
violent and ſtubborn Defortment, 
with which they oppoſed the good Or- 
der that was intended to be ſettled in 
the Houſe, than at the particular Injxu- 
ries which they had received from 
them, having informed the Court of 
it, and preſented a Petition, to which 
was 
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was joyned a Declaration of all that 
had paſled 5 The Conrt by a Decree of 
the 5th. of September, 1666. remitted 
them to My Lord Archbiſhop of Sens to 
be redreſled by him by all wayes due 
and reaſonable, and even to the car- 
ryiog away of ſuch Nuns as he ſhould 
think fit into other Monaſteries: Did 
enjoyn the Liextenant General of Pro- 
vins, and others the Kings Officers, to 
a{liſt the ſaid Lord Archbiſhop with the 
Secular Arme, and the Kings Depmty- 
Attourney togive hisAyd. My Lord 
Archbiſhop of Sent, (eeing himſelf forc'd 
by their obſtinacy to put this Decree 
in Execution, did cauſe ſome of them to 
be carried into other Monaſterics. 
They then began to abandon their for- 
mer ſiubbornneſs, and to acknowledge 
the voyce of their zrze Paſtor: And as 
they were now no longer beſet with 
the Cordeliers, who made them ſtop 
their Ears, and who encouraged them 
in this their Rebe/zon, they had no 
{ooner had the taſte of this happy liberty, 
D 3 which 
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which was procured them by deliver- 
ing them out of a place where they 
were held Captives, but they acknow- 
ledged the need that their Houſe ſtood 
in of the Remedy which was applyed 
to thoſe wounds, that the Religious 
Fathers had given to their Diſcipline; 
the neceſlity of my Lord . Archbiſhop 
of $ens*s Orders, and the Juſtice of the 
Decrees of the Corurt that had con- 
firmedthem. They therefore preſently 
wrot to this Prelate to beg his pardon 
for the diſobedience which a falſe Zeal 
for their Ku/e had made them commit, 
andto aſſure him of the good diſpoſiti- 
on they were in to ſubmit themſelves 
to his Orders, and to acknowledge 
him for their lawful Superionr. And not 
only thoſe who were carried out to 
other Monaſteries, but even thoſe who 
ſtayed (till at St. Catharines, did by 
publick Aﬀs, and betore Notaries, pro- 
teſt the Nzllity of all that they might 
have done, or ſigned to the contrary. 
But the Cordeliers, who whileſt theſe 


mine 


up their Juriſdition. 31 


b—_— 


rine or ten Nuns did make profefiion of 
ſo much reſolution to retain them till 
in their Houſe, had ſeveral times made 
a ſhew of leaving them to themſelves, 
not conſidering with themſelves, that 
theſe Nuns being no longer managed 
by them would ſoon return to their 
duty, and would not fail to execute 
that themſelves, which the Fathers did 
but make a ſhew of doing , betook 
themſelves to other Artifices to main- 
tain themſelves in the V/#rpation they 
had aflumed in making themſelves the 
DireFours of this Monaſtery. 
; For this purpoſe they undertook 
two things equally contrary tothe Laws 
of the Land, the Priviledges of the 
Gal/icane Church, andto the Authority 
of Parliament: The one under the 
name of the Procuratour General of the 
Order; andthe other under the name 
of the Nuns of St. Catharine. Under the 
name of the Procuratour General of the 
- Order they addreſſed themſelves to the 
Congregation of the Regulars at Rome, 
D 4 where 
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where thinking to clude the Executi- 

. on of the Decree of the 15th. of May, 

1664. and of thoſe others iſſued out 

fince, by which the Nuns of St. Catha- 

tine are remitted to the Archbiſhop of 
Sens, they procured a Decree bearing, 
T hat that Prelate fhould have a time aſ- 
igned himto be heard, That in the mean 

while the Cenſures pronounced by him 

ſhould be taken off, and that the Monaſte- 
ry ſhould continue under the ConduGt and 
JuriſdiGion of the Cordeliers. 

_ Under the name of the Nuns of St. 

Catharine, they obtained of their Ge- 
veral a Commiſſion, by which Father 

Pinault Wardee of the great Convent at 

Parzs.is fully empowered toreform the 

Nuns of St. Catharine, to corre them, 
togovern them, and togive them AKe- 

ligiows Fathers for Confelourss And 

they are all commandedunder penalty 

of Excommunication to obey him, and 

toacknowledge him Commiſſary; which 

Is 10 plain terms to make all that is de- 

pendant, and undecided in the Court, 

10 
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to be judged at Rome by their General, 
without any cognizance of the cauſe, 
2nd without hearing of the parties. 

The Religiows Siſters of St. Catharine, 
being acquainted with the private in- 
triguesof the Cordelzers, met in Chapter 
the 51h.of February 1666.and did to the 
Number of twenty of thezr, all Nuns of 
the Quire, reſolve to preſent a Petition 
at Cort to get a Decree, by which My 
Lord Archbiſhop of Sens ſhould be de- 
clared S»periour of their Houle, with a 
prohibition to all others to{diſturb, or 
binder him in the Poſſeſſion and Juris- 
diction of this right: Andthe 4th. of 
Auguſt the ſame year, it being noiſed 
abroad, T hat Father Pinault Warden 
of Paris, had got the Kings Letters Pa- 
' tents upon the pretended Commiſſion 
of the Father General, they preſenteda 
new Petition to My Lord Archbiſhop 
of Sens, ſigned by twenty Nuns, all pro- 
fFeſſed of the Qwire, to requeſt him in all 
Humility, to receive them once more 
under his Proteion, and immediately 
to 
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to come over to their Monaſtery, to 
ſettle the- Regulations there, which he 
ſhould find receſ/ary, as he had already 
began todo. Andthit they might omit 
nothing, that might contribute to the 
procuring them ſo Powerful an Aſliſt- 
ance againſt the miſchiefs with which 
they ſaw themſelves over-run; On the 
twentieth of the ſame Moneth, they op- 
poſed the Regiſtring of the Letters Pa- 
tents, which might have been impoſed 
upon them upon this pretended Come 
miſlian from the General: and on the 
thirteen” of November they appealed as 
from the abuſe ofthis ſame Commi(ſſronz 
and on the ſeventeemh, they ſignified 
their Appealto Father Pinanlt, But be- 
cauſe they had not as yet made their 
Appeal as from an abuſe of the preten- 
ded Decree .of the Congregation, ob- 
tained by the Procuratour Generalof the 
Order, not imagining that in France 
there ought any regard to behad to a 
. Grant, ſo contrary tothe rights of the 
Biſhops, and to the Maxims of both 
Civil 
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Civil, and Eccleſtaſtick Law z they pre- 
lented a new Petition to the Court on 
the 29h. of the ſame November, 1666. 
Upon which by a Decree of December 
the ſecond, they were received Appeal - 
ants, as from an abuſe of the before- 
mentioned pretended Decree of the 
Congregation : and it was ordered in 
theſe terms 3 That the Declaration of 
the Viſitation, and Hearings of the ſaid 
Religious Siſters made, and received by 
the ſaid Archbiſhop of Sens. hal/ within 
a moneth be brought to the Civil Office of 
the Court, the Clerk to be obliged to do 
it by all due and reaſonable ways, and in 
the mean while prohibited to put the ſaid 
Decree of the Congregation in Execntion, 
as alſo againſt the Archbiſhop's making 
his appear ance upon any ſuch aſſignations, 
which might be ſet him in vertue of that 
Decree ;, and Ordered that thoſe under- 
named, Hubert, Apoſtolick Notary, Bru- 
gare and Meſlagio,Notaries of Provins, 
who ſignified that Decree, ſhall be appoin- 
ted to appear at Court, to anſwer to the 
Articles 
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Articles that the Attourney-General may 
draw up againſt them, for having dar'd 
againſt the Duty and Obligation of their 
place to ſignifie a Decree, which does ſo 
openly wound the Liberties of the Gal- 
| licane Church, aud the Laws of the 
Realm. | 
This is the ſtate of the Affairs of 
the Nu#s of St. Catharine, and whither 
all the ſuits they havemade at Coxrt for 
theſe two years dotend, that is, tobe 
diſcharged of the direction of the Cor- 
deliers, and to return under that of my 
Lord Archbiſhop of Sens, who is their 
Lawful.and. Natural Superiour: And this 
is that which is heredeſfign'd tobe Juſt- 
ified, by making it appear that theſe 
Two Pleas are agreeable to all the Rules 
of the Church, and to the particular 
Obligations of theſe Nuns : That the 
State and Religion are concerned in it, 
and that Reaſons, which to them ſeem 
Invincible, and which reſpe@ the Glory 
of God, and the good of their Souls, will 
not ſuffer themto negle& them. 
SECTION 
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SECTION II, 
The firſt Plea of the Nuns of $7. Catha- 


rige, which is to returs under the Con+ 
du and Jurisdition of My Lord 
Archbiſhop of Sens, #heir Lawful 
Prelate. 


He Nuns of St. Catharine have 
ſuch powerful reaſons to hve 


* under the Government and DireQJion 


of my Lord Archbiſhop of Sens, their 
lawful Prelate., that ene can ſcarce com- 
prehend how they come to be engaged 
under any other CondudGors, nor by 
what Charm they have been kept in 
ſubj<ion - to that of the Cordeliers, 
who have made themſelves Maſters of 
the Government of their Houſe, For 
beſides the reaſons in general, which 
do ſubmit, as ſhall be made appear, all 
Religioms Howſes to the Biſhops, they 
have ſuch particular ones from the na- 
tyre of thejr Order, and the Maxims of 
theip 
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their Holy Founder, that. the Extrava- 

ant diſorders, which have been com- 
mitted in their Monaſtery under theſe 
Mercenary and Self-intereſied Paſtors, as 
we (hall afterwards ſhow, cannot but 
be attributed to the Violation of all 
thoſe Holy Rules. 


Here follows a Diſcourſe of above Eighty 
pages, toprove that of Right all Reli- 
giows Houſes belong to the JuriſdiGion 
of the Bilhops, aud not to any Mona- 
ſtical Superiours, which being likely to 
prove very tedious to Engliſh Readers, 
was thought fit to be omitted: The 
Heads of the Chapters are theſe that 
follow. 


SECTION 11. 


That Religious Houſes cannot be with- 
drawn from under the Juriſdidion of 
the Biſhops, and that whatſoever Ex- 
emptions have been granted them, the 
Biſhops #0twithſlanding are their 


Lawful Superiours. 
SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 


That the Order of $t. Francis was in its 
firſt Inſtitution ſubmitted to the Bilh- 
Ops3 and that it was the intention of 
that Holy Founder, it ſhould always 
continue under that Subjedion. 


SECTION V. 


That it is far from the mind of $t. Fran- 
cis, that the Religious Siſters of St. 
Clare, ſhould be under the ConduG of 
the Friers Minors. 


SECTION VI. 


That although the Friers Minors alittle 
after the ſetting up of the Order of the 
Nuns of St. Clare, did inſinuate them 
ſelves into the Government of their 
Monaſtery, they were notwithſtanding 
always under the JurisdiGion of the 
Biſhops. 


SECTION 
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SECTION VIE. 


That the Nuns of $t. Catharine, were at 
their firſt Inſtitution ſubmitted to the 
Archbiſhop of Sens, 


SECTION VIII. 


The Bulls alledged by the Cordeliers, to 
maintain their pretended JurisdiGion 
over the Monaſtery of $1, Catharine, 
are anſt wered, 


SECTION TX, 


The ſecond Plea of the Nuns of St, Ca- 
'  tharine, which zs, to be diſcharged of 
the DireCtion of the Fathers Corde- 
hers, 


| Is not enough to have proved, 

(as has beendane. ) That if the 
Cordeliers have had any Juriſdiction in 
the Monaſtery of $7. Catharine, _ 
12VE 
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have uſurped it againſt he Rights , 
which the Holy Scriptures, the Councils, 
and all-Tradition do give My Lord 
Archbiſhop of Sens, and againſt the in- 
diſpentible Obligations that lye upon 
the Nwns, according to the mind of 8#. 
Francis, and the Rule of their Foun- 
dation to live under his -Cordu# and 
Anthority. It muſt beſides be made ap- 
pear, that they have rendred them- 
{elves unworthy, upon the account of 
thoſe Horrible Diſorders committed by 
them in their Houle, and that utter T#:- 
poſſibiity there is of ever reſettling any 
good Diſcipline there. 


— — << 
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SECTION X. 


That the Cordeliers have rendred them- 
ſelves unworthy of Governing! t;he 

- Nuns of St., Catharine, by reaſon of 
thoſe horrible Diſorders they have com- 
mittedin their Monaſtery. 


Z Is a certain Aſaxim in Law, I hat 
He that abuſes a Priviledge 
= granted him deſerves to loſe 

the Power he has 1n vertue of that 

Priviledge. - Privileginm meretur amit- 

tere, qui permiſſ2ſibi abutitur wa. 2905 

T here need then nothing elſe be done, 

but to bring into oper view the abuſes, 

that the Cordeliers have committed of 
chis pretended Jurisdiftion over the 

Monaſtery ofSt. Catharine, to give un- 

deniable proof that they deſerve to 

loſe it, although they had been law- 
fully -poſleſſed of it: and that they 
are wholly unworthy of bearing the 
ſtile of Paſtours to theſe Holy Siſters ; 
having 
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having all the CharaCters of thoſe mi- 
ſerable Mercenaries, thoſe Falſe Pro- 
phetsy thoſe Thieves, thoſe Robbers, who 
are mentioned in the Holy Goſpel; To 
whom the ſheep belongeth not, who are 
cloathed like ſheep, but within are rave- 
ring Wolves 3 who enter not by the gate of 
the Fold, that is, by the Order ofthe 
Biſhop, but climb over another way; 
that is, by the way of Exemptions and 
Priviledges, and come for nothing but 
to fleal, devour and deſtroy. Far ron 
venit niſi ut furetur, Ec. 


SECTION XI. 


The Diſorders that the Cordeliers have 
tommitted in the Houſe of $i. Catha- 
rice, 4s to the Spiritual concern. 


of the Church which ſuffers by all 
her diſorderly Children, that the , 
Cordeliers would have made good uſe 


of the moderation, which had beenex- 
E 2 erciled 


|: were tobe wiſh'd for the Honour 


— 
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erciſed towards them till now. There 
would then have been ao neceſlity at 
this time to declare things which Chari- 
iy, that covers a multitude of Sins, has 
{o long concealed, and which ſeemed 
to have kept them ſecret from her own 
view, leſt Zeal ſhould oblige her 10 
Juſtice to pfoſecute the Anthors of 
chem. But 'tis found too plain, asit 
ſhall ſoon be ſhown, that this long Pati- 
ence hath ſerved to no other purpoſe, 
than to make them the more i#/olent, 
and to give them liberty to carry their 
Exceſſes to ſuch an height, as has ren- 
dred them the ſcandal not only of one 
Town, Or one Province, but of the whole 
Church. 

To be able to canceivetan 1deg of it 
in general, one need but repreſent to 
onesFancy all the miſchiets that humane 
pajjtons are capable of producing 
when they are cover'd with preterces 
of Piety, ard abuſe the moſt Holy and 
8acred things to {atisfie their own incli- 
natians, and as much as in them lies, to 
corrupt 


-— 0-43 


NN 
Ce rr nn 


Care of Soxls. 45 


corrupt poor innocent Souls. Ore need 
but fancy all the moſt ſhameful and 
baſe ways, that may be made uſe of to 
overthrow good diſcipline in a Religious 
Honſe, In fine, One need but imagine 
all the abuſes, which people that are 
not reſtrained either by the fear of 
God or man can commit, of an Autho- 
rity which they have »ſarped, and 
which they employ to inſpire Viciouſ- 
neſs, and to ſet up Wickednefs in full 
power. And oze weed not fear that theſe 
general 7dea's ſhould beeither too high 
or #00 large, ſeeing that theſe Fathers 
have this unhappy advantage, T hat the 
Wit of man is not capable of imagining 
that which they are capable of com» 


' mitting. For that reaſon, as their Ex- 


travagancies exceed all imagination, 
there ſhall be nothing ſaid of their Dif> 
orders here, but what 1s farhfully 
drawn out of their own writings, and 
the depoſitions of a great number of 
the Nuns. And befides, there ſhall be ſo 
much condeſcenſion ſhown in their be- 
E 2 half 
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half asnot to name them openly, when- 
everit ſhall appear neceſſarily toparti- 
cularize any of their Diſorders: and 
thoſe Actions ſhall be ſuppreſſed, which 
could not be meationed withqut doing 
violence to Modeſty. 


The Education of Penſioners. 


HE Firſt care of thoſe who de- 

fign to make Vertuous and Re- 

ligions Nuns, is to bring them up as ſoon 
as poltible in the Fear of God, and to 
withdraw them. in their tendered years 
from the Vanities of the World. But 
as the Cordeliers who have had the 
direFion of the Monaſtery | of - Saint 
Catharine have had ends far.enough di- 
ſtant from this, ſo have they taken dif- 
ferent meaſures 3 and their firſt care on 
the other ſide has been to inſpire the 
young: Virgins, who were ſent to penli- 
on in this Houſe, with a ſpirit of Wan* 
ezzneſs and Libertiniſiw, and to incline 
them 
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them from their tendereſt infancy, to 
love to be Care//ed and Courted. See 
how one of thele $3ſters ſpeaks in her 
depoſitions.** The Education that they 
© gave was moſt pernicious : The Con- 
« feſſours ſpent their time in carefſing 
* the 'Perſfoners that were ſent them 
*to' be inſtructed for the Holy Com- 
*© munion, and entertaining them with 
* all kind of ridiculous ſtories. When 
© upon occaſion they went to the F@- 
*©thers Convent, they uſed all kind of 
* znſeemly privacies with them, to take 
* away from them that Modeſty that 
** 1s natural to their Sex, and ſo early 
* enough diſpoſe them to be after- 
«< wards the more complaiſant to them. 
© The Ancienteſi and the moſt Reverend 
© amongſt them appointed their Nov- 
©ces to entertain thoſe Penſioners , 
* whole inclinations were moſt ſuited 
*totheirs : They gave them names of 
* Kindred, and from time to time 
© made them give them viſits to, 
* foment their Intimacy, and to gry 

E 4 *0O 


4% Education of Pexſfoners. 
* one another mutual afturances by 
« r7ords, by Preſents, and by Collations. 
« his-was the foundation, upon which 
©* they laid their Education of Tonth, 
© 2nd whichinmy opinion might eaſily 
© convince them of what has been 
© done fince in their riper years, haviog 
© takenſuch timely care. to perſwade 
** the young Virgizs that all theſe things 
< were innocent., 

Ls 
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«< =E\Hey were not cotitent to in- 
| ] © {til ſuch dangerous inclina- 
*- tions a3 theſe into the youny 

« Virgins, but took care allo to foment 
<and cheriſh them according as they 
© advanced in years, And whereas in 
© ather Moneſteries the time of Novz- 
* ciatels that, whereinthey apply them- 
«<{elves moſt ta thoſe who defign to 
*<enter into the Religion, and acquaint 
**them with allthe leaſt appearance of 
cc 2 
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«2 Religious ſeverity, the Cordehiers 
< on theother fide made it their buſt- 
© nels. to divert the Miſtrefles of the 
<< Novices, from informing them: of the 
&. obligations of a. Religious Life, 
© which. they : conceal'd from them 
* with great deal of care, that whilſt 
* they put them upon'fome trifling or- 
© dinary Obſervances, they [might not 
* loſeany thing of that ſpirit of Wan- 
©toxneſs and Yarity, which they had 
© endeavoured to inſpire into them be- 
« fore the time of their Noviciate. I 
© cat affirm, as having aſſured know- 
«ledge of it, that Three Novices ready 
© to be profeſled, having been with 
< Father N. Confeſſoxr, to be inſtrufted 
« in order to this Sacred Adcion, He 
< made them an hundred idle Comple- 
<< ments of Love, and gave every one 
<« of them a token of his Aﬀection, ob- 
« liging them to wear them gave them 
©©yery earneſt advice to get them good 
© Intimates amongſt the Fathers, tel- 


© ling them that it was very conveni- 
(> 
«< ent 
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<« ent for the Fathers, keeping them 
«from going to the Tavern, and diver- 
cc ting entertainment for themſelves to 
5 make them paſle their time pleaſant- 
«< /y, and gave them very particular 
<{filly Inftrugions about the way to 
<* manage theſe Intimacies, He defi- 
© red one of the three to retire pri- 
« yately, that he might acquaint her 
c with the Paſſzon he had for her, when 
* he -gave her Holy: Water at the great 
© Grate of the Church 3 That he reſer- 
© ved himſelf for her, Thatif it were 
«the Rule of the Houſe, that the Nuns 
< ſhould not come to tht Grate till four 
«© years after that they had been pro- 
« feſled, he would wait till then to” 
© have her for himſelf. He told ano- 
© ther Father, who alſo had an Inclina- 
© tion for this Novice, That he had no- 
«thing todo to pretend to her, that he 
< had reſerv'd her for himſelf. But 
© not having found in theſe Novices all 
« the compliance he could have wiſh'd, 
* he threatned to ſtop their Profeſſzor, 
CC 4$ 
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* as indeed he did endeavour, but to 
© no purpoſe. The $ifters being nigh 
© the time of their Profe/ſzon, were of- 
©<ten ſent to Father N. the Confeſſonr, 
© to be inſtructed by him in the Obli- 
* pations of the Religion. But he, 
* inſtead of acquitting himſelf of this 
© duty, talked to them of nothing but 
© Love, and to effe& it with more ſuc- 
© ceſs, he often entertained them in 
* private, and gave them Medals with 
* knots of AKibbonrs of divers colours, 
* according to the variety of his incli- 
<© nations, making them promiſe him to 
cc wear them for his ſake, And per- 
« cetving once that they had not put 
«© themon, he was 1a ſuch a rage, that 
« he threatned to keep them from thetr 
<« Profeſſion, which he ſet himſelf on 
© work to do, by perſwading their 
& Miſireſs, that they were not well in- 
* ſtructed in the things which were ne- 
« ceſſary for them toknow. He called 
© Siſter N. his Inclination; Siſter N. 
© his Sweeting3 Siſter N. his faithful Con- 
© fident. 


52 The Friers make love 


<#Jent, Theſe were the ſubjects of 
c« his Entertaines with them. Some No- 
«<yices having been ſent to receive In- 
© ftruction of the Corfeſ/ovr, he inſtead 
& of preparing them tothe Sacrament, 
<< of a true Religious Vocation, gave 
© them for a conſtant rule, to make 
© themſelves ſenfible of the Love he 
© bore them. For tokens of the ar 
*© dent ' zeal of his Love to them, he 
« gave them Aibbows of Fire-Colowr, 
© blew, green, and other colours, that 
© were {ignificative of his paſſzon, cnga- 
«© ging them above all to come to the 
© Holy Water, the better to excourage 
< him toſing Me: And that he might 
© have them daily at his grate, he 
blamed the Atother Governefs for the 
« unpreparedneſs of theſe Novices, to 
* oblige her to ſend them to him un- 
** der this falſe pretence of Piery. 


to the Nurs. 


Of the young Profeſſed Nuns, 


Ne may Judg by what has been 

ſaid about the manner of the 
Cordeliers1n(trufting the Novices, what 
meaſures they took with the young 
Profeſſed Nuns. In effet, it were 
ſtrange- if they ſhould not have taken 
all kind of liberty before them, ſince 
now they feared not, That Modeſty 
would make theſe Maids leave the 
Houſe to avoid the ſnares that were laid 
for their Chaſtity. *© 4 young Profeſ- 
« {ed Nun, who had taken very ſtrong 
{ reſolutions (by the aſliſtance of Gods 
* Grace, and the Inſtructions of a D3- 
«zine that was a friend of her Family) 
© never to entertain any communica- 
c: tion with the Cordelzers, upon occa- 
* fon found her ſelf engaged to ſee 
© one of them, and to entertain him, 
* And becauſe ſhe ſtood very cauti- 
<© ouſly upon her guard 3 this Corde- 
© lier gave her an huadred —_— 
cc al 
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<« fal taunts. He told her, that ſuch a 
« kind of reſerved life wasfit enough 
&* jndeed for meer I#nocents ; but that 
« it was pity, that ſhe ſhould affe& ſuch 
&« preciſeneſs: T hat ſhe wastovo well made 
© both in body and mind, to hide her 
©ſelf from the World : That when 
« the came to be alittlemore advanced 
«in years, ſhe would run. into deſpair 
© for not having improved ber parts, or 
. © had the pleaſure of being Loved; and 
*to this he added all that might make 
* impreſſion upon the inclinations of a 
* young Virgin. 


Books allowed. 


But yet they thought it not ſuffici- 
ent to make uſe of ſuch kind of diſ- 
courſe as this, to draw off the young 
N#ns from doing their duty, and in- 
ſenſibly to ingage them in vitious in- 
clinations. They brought them Ko- 
mances and Plays to read, andall other 


books that might choak the ſentiments 
of 


— 
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of Piety in them,and make them eaſily 
ſuſceptible of the AﬀeRions which 
they endeavoured to cheriſh in them. 
Their Paſſion beſotted them ſo far, as 
to make them give the Nuns, The Max- 
ims of Love, The School of Maids, The 
Catechiſm of Love, whch are moſt abo- 
minable pieces, and which one may 
ſay, were ſuggeſted by the Devil of 
Impurity. Nay they have even given 
them books of Magick, and full ofan 
infinite number of infamous and dia- 
bolical ſecrets: And one of them was ſo 
beaſthy, as to give a Num a CharaGter to 
write naſty things withal, 


TnſiruGions- 


To theſe Books they added In» 
firuGions, which were not leſs impu- 
dent. © They have been heard at the 
« Grate an infinite number of times to 
« ſing Laſciviows ſongs, and one could 
«* ſcarce go thither when they were 
« there, without heariog ſome fottiſh 
© thing 
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*thing or other. Once in a pretty 
© round company,.upon a refuſal made 
<by a Nx# to put 'her fiagers through 
5 to one that defired her, he fell to a- 
c&buſeher, and told her that ſhe muſt 
& know, that all from the middle up- 
& wards was ſo wholly at the diſpoſal 
© of their particular Friend, that he 
© was not to be refuſed, neither the 
<« fight, nor the handling of them: Our 
* Mothers Governeſſes have aſlured me, 
«and many others of our Ladies; that 
* the Cordeliers gave them this for a 
©lecture that *twas to be well practi- 
©(ed, That the Boſowe, the Aonth, 
* and the Hard, muſt be their particu- 
© lar Friends, A Sifter complaining 
<to a Cordelier that they talked fo 
© freely of -Immodeſt things, He told 
© her, that It was not ſo great a ſin 'as 


*«{he made account of ; That in the ' 
© Primitive Church every one gave 
* the Kiſſe of Peace, and that it was not 
© forbidden but upon the account of 
thoſe that abuſed it. 


© The 
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* the ſame perſon telling another F- 
c© her, That ſhe wondred that Prieſts 
© dare: preſent themſelves before the 
< Altar, in the midſt of ſuch communis 
5* cations; T hat for her part, the meer 
© ſhame of confeſling ſuch aQtions, were 
© enough to withold her from them < 
* He told her, That theſe things being 
* not done for any ill end, but only 
**to expreſs the tenderneſs of their 
& Friendſhip, it was at the moſt but a 
« venial Sin. 


Preſents. 


«© Theſe T»firuFions were backed 
< with Preſents, which reliſht of nothiog 
© but Yarity and Libertiniſme. Father 
* N. (when our Confeſ/onr) deſired of- 
«ten to ſpeak with two Nurs, to enter- 
*tain them with profeſſions of his 
«* Friendſhip, and gave them wet and 
* dry ſweet-meats, to oblige them to 
« comply with him, and to ſatisfic his 
<< anlawful defires. Father N. Rival 

: G «of 
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<« of Father N. gave his picture drawn 
© as a Gentleman to Sifter N. and made 
© that Ladybe drawn as a Pal/as, O- 
©thers as great Gallants as theſe gave 
*them Rings, Gloves trimmed with 
« Ribbons, Watches, Looking-glaſſes, 
© Seals, wherein they engraved their 
* Ciphers, and the firft letters of their 
© Names, interwoven with Motto's 
* and Emblems that exprefſed their 
© Paſſion : And for fear they ſhould 
© not comprehend the myſteries of 
© them, they accompanied them with 
* paſſionate Letters .and Verſes which 
&©& did unriddle them. See how one of 
© the moſt repured amongſt theſe Fa- 
© zhers, has explained them in one of 
<« his Poſtes and dear Letters which is 
© under keeping, 


LETTER. 


*© My Heart is wholly yours. wholly ir: 
© you, and wholly for you, (eeing it lives 
© only for you, Doubt not of it no 
© more 
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* more than of thoſe 04ths which 1 
© have made to you, and which I now 
© renew to. you, to Honour you with- 
© out Equal and without End, 'Tis 
* the Device,which [ have cauſed to be 
fe =_ upon one of the Seals which 
©l fend you, of the Ciphers of our 
© names interwoven 3 which inits firlt 
« part expreſles the high and fiogular 
© eſteem I make of your Afﬀection ? 
** The other part exprefles the durati- 
<© on ofit, which ſhall have no end, no 
© more than the ardour of my Afﬀecti- 
© on, and the abſoluteneſs of my ſub- 
© miſſion ſhall have bounds. 

© Ag you have moſt * Af. | Amourea- 
* fecionately given me up ” 
*your Arms, and as I have received 
<« them and kept them by me. becauſe 
«the Caske becomes not your Sex, 
« which ought never to conceal the 
« Charms of their face and eyes 3 and 
cc befides., becauſe I ſhould be ſorry 
« that thoſe that ſhould ſet upon NV. 
« ſhould fiad him unprovided of his 
P 3 * Arms, 
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* Arms, and not able to defend him- 
* ſelf, {0 now I ſend you them back a- 
** 0210 in another Seal. As they con- 
of of two flames and a bel}, the firſt 
* of which Lars themſelves ſenſible 
** by the effects of heat, and the other 
© by ſound and noiſe, I have put for 
*the Device; more of Fire: ſuppreſ- 
*fiog the reſt, which would make up 
© a perfe&t ſenſe : More of fire than 
" ſound. that is to ſay, more of effe@s 
* than words, more of fruits than noiſe, 
** ore of paſſuon than talk, more of love 

© in the heart than in the mouth. The 

*© bell alſo is encloſed, and covered 
** witha Chevron, and though provided 
© of its clapper, yet it is at reſt, to fig- 
*nifte, that it ſays not a word. The 
* **ribbon that ties them together with 
* its three colours, expreſles the qua- 

© lity of our affections. You love the 
* Aſh-colour, which ſignifhes the infini- 
«© ty of your love. I have a fancy for the 
© White and Green, the one of which 
** 1gnities fidelity,candowr,and ſincerity 
© the 
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<« the other, hope and encreaſe. So that 
« beginning at yours, they ſing : A4y 
&* Love has no bounds, becauſe my fidelity 
* alwaies encreaſes: beginning at the 
« white : My fidelity ſhall alwaies en- 
« creaſe, and therefore my Love ſhall have 
*woend : And atthe Blew : I hope that 
© my fidelity will acquire me a Love 
© without End. Theſe Artificial pie- 
*ces ofthe workman, and theſe wesk 
* productions of my own fancy, will 
* however acquaint you with that So- 
** veraign empire you have over my 
* will, and what conſtant employ- 
«© ment you give my heart, which 
© thinks of nothivg but of my Congquer- 
«efand Soveragn. I proteſt to you, 
© oſt amiable Melita, it is true, and if 
it werein my power togive you any 
* conſiderable proofs of this truth, [ 
* would ſoon put your mind out ofa 
© capacity of ever doubting of it, and 
** your heart in a condition of feeling 2s 
* conſtant and tender inclinations for 
*© 7hyrſts, as he now wiſhes for his hap- 

F 3 © pinels 
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£© pineſs and repoſe. I conclude with 
« theſe ten z/l-made, but trxe lines, ſpea- 
«king to this pitiful Preſent. 


Vous partes Avortons > Vous ofez ha- 
 garder 2 
Alles foibles efforts d'un Crur plein de 
Conrage > 
$i Melite pour vous auſſe bonne, que 
Sage 
A'l abord ſealement daign vows regarder 
Voſtre bonlieur digne d' Envie 
Allumera ma jalouſte. 
Ne me derobes rien, ny du ceur, ny des 
Teax : 
Dites-luy ſettlement, que Je ſuis fout en 
Elle, 
Et jurez-lyy pour moy ſur be plus grand 
Des Dieax, 
Due je ſerray conſtant autant qu elle eſt 


belle. , 
Dare you Abortives thus your For- 
tune try ? | 


Go then weak allies of a Gererovs 
mind ; 


It 
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If you as Good as iſe Melita find. 
T' allow you but one glance of a kind 
Eye, 
Your Happy Fortune will in me 
Kindle the flames of jealouſfie. 
| | Rob me not either of her heart, or 
= Lye, 
| Tell her, in her I only lives and 
54 {wear, 
Swear't for me by the greateſt Deity 
R That Ile be full as Conſtant, as ſhe's 
Fair. 
But theſe Fathers were not conten- 
. | ted only at thisrate, to employ ſuch 
profane ſtuff as this to win the hearts of 
| theſe Religious Siſters : There was no- 
thing that appeared any thing glorious 
| in the world, which they did not make 
uſe ofto corrupt them. See how one 
of them has turned the entry of the 
King| and Queen into Paris into appli- 
cations of tlattery to his Correſpon- 
dent, where he ſays he was with the 
body of the Univerſity in his rank of 


Do@Fonr. 
F 4 LETTER. 
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LEITER. 


« Seeing the Preen under the Cano- 
«py of State and upon the throne, 1 
© wiſhed her the ſhape and meen of my 
« Soperaign, Hearing the publick Ac- 
& clamations, and the ſolemn vows they 
© made for her, I wiſhed that the merit 
& of Melite bad been as much revealed. 
* Nay ſometimes when I ſaw the King 
< emter his City, I felt the tranſports of 
* z2y heart, and the urgentefforts of my 
* Soul carried forth to wiſh my ſelf a 
*like happineſs, which would have 
© compleated my felicity, if it had been 
© with /{f Pomp and with more ſecrecy. 
** Thus this whole pompous day was 
© ſpent in a continual commerce be- 
*twixt myeyes and my heart,applying 
*allthe glorious repreſentations that 
*© charmed the one to the Charms that 
*triumphed over the other. 


0 THESES, 


\ 
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E -7-as 
| THESES. 
=D have ſometimes employed 


even things, which common de- 
cency andPpiety ſeemed to have ſecu- 
red from the attempts of their wicked 
paſhion : For to fignalize it the more, 
they have even dared to dedicate The- 
ological Theſes to them, borrowing to 
this purpoſe after a new-invented ſort 
of impiety, the pictures and qualities 
of the $4ints, whoſe names they bore. 
This poſhbly could hardly be believed, 
if the very Extra@s of their own Let- 
ters were not here produced. 


LETTER. 


«TI am juſt now going to carry my 

<« Theological Theſes to the Printer : I 
©* muſt defend it the ſexth of OFober, 
«© and I intend it ſhall be under your: 
© Patronage, If I did not apprehend 
** the talk of people, I would ſet out 
; © your 
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© your name and merits in publick 
< upon the Title, and the Epiſtle De- 
& dicatory of the ſame Theſes, ButI 
& will content my ſelfto dedicate it to 
© you tacitly, for the picture putting a 
« Magdalen, and for the Title theſe 
*words : Multum Diligenti, that is, To 
© ber who Loves much— This is the 
* deſign, ſee now the execution of it in 
** another. 


LEITER, 


* My Beloved Heart, I delire you im- 
** mediately upon the receit of this to 
© ſend to Monſteur Michels ( He is the 
* Meſſenger of Provins,) you ſhall there 
«find that which I promiſed you, that 
©<3s, a piece of Satin with a dozen of 
© Theſes, which I ſend you to give to 
* your Friends. Send me word whe- 
© ther you have receivedthem all, and 
< if there be nothing ſpoiled, eſpecially 
«the ſatin. It [were with you I would 
©*havea Frame made to put it in. You 
© will 
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Ce, 


& will find at the opening of the pace 
« quet a piece of my hand, which isan 
© Epiſtle Dedicatory, | would have 
** put it all in French, with your name 
*1nthe preſs, and would have printed 
©ijitſo. But it is not time yet to take 
© {uch liberties, I beheve you know 
&© the reaſon why. Although there be 
© but one Title upon the Theſes, yet it 
* makes a great many people talk 
* who know the Miſtery of it, and to 
© declare their ſenſe about it, and to 
© ſay, that it is to youthatl dedicate 
© it. They muſt have very little wit 
© if they ſhould judge otherwiſe, fince 
*the Title makes it clear enough to 
*©them, To teſtifie then that it is to 
© you thatI dedicate it, I was not con- 
*tent to put thoſe two words only, 
© which ſent you notice of. I ſhould 
*not have thought that I had ſuffict- 
<< ently gratified the ardowr of my Love. 
* And fo I would put inall the Title, 
* which you may now ſee, together 
*with a picture of her, whoſe name 
-* you 


—_ 


68 Dedication of Theſes. 


« you bear. See then the explication 
C« of the Title— To both the Diſci- 
© ple' and Miſtreſs of the Sacred Love, 
« Mary Magdalen, who as a mark has 
* been ſtruck with the Arrow of Love, 
< and who reciprocally as another Ar- 
* row has ſtruck another mark : To 
* the Web-beloved : To Her who has loved 
* 2wuch, and does love munch: To the 
&« well-choſen: To Her who has made 
& choice of the better part, which foal 
<* never be taken from her. This 1s the 
* Explication of the Title, which may 
© be underſtood of the X4agdalen in rel- 
© pe& of Jeſs Chriſt, of Jeſs Chriſt in 
© reſpect of the Afeagdalen. But I un- 
<* derſtand them of you and wy ſelf re- 
« ciprocally: Letthem talk of it that 
«< will. *Tis too long a while ſince, 
* that I could but only wiſh for an op- 
< portunity of giving you a teſtimony 
*of the ſincerity of my heart: And 
<« theſe are the leaſt teſtimonies I could 
give you of it. Ihope one day to do 
more to aſſure you, that I Love you in 
< reality, 
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<reality; and not 1n appearance only, 
<« and thatI am; 


My beloved Heart, 
your Engaged for ever. 


One muſt be very curious about 
profanations and impieties, not to be 
ſatisfied with thisz for 'tis not very 
eaſtefor impiety to go higher, than to 
abuſe the words of the Goſpel and of 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, to exprels a ſcan- 
dalous criminal paſſion by; and to 
borrow the JTdea of the chaſteſt and 
pureſt Love that ever was, for to dedi- 
cate and ſacrifice, as one may ſay, the 
truths of Divinity to a ridiculous and 
abominable Love. And yet theſe are 
the leaſt teſtimonies of affection, that 
theſe Fathers thought they could give 
the Nuns, and madeuſe of Profanations 
y et ſtill more impious and exorbitant. 


SE R- 
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SERMONS. 


Ow frequently have they made the 
Talent that God gave them to 
preach his word, ferve to entertain 
their infamous commerces £ How often 
have they endeavoured by a molt ex- 
ecrable profanation of this Divine Mi- 
niſtry to make the Nxuzs believe, that 
it was they that animated them in their 
preaching, that encouraged them to un- 
dertake it, that npheld them in this pain- 
ful work, and that they propoſed tothem- 
ſelves nothing elſe, but the glory of plea» 
ſing them. See how one of them, when 
about to perform the Lext-courſe in a 
very confiderable town, has expreſſed 
himtclt in one of his Letters, 


LETTER. 


* This does tcſtifie to you, oft dear 
* Melita, that Thyrſis loles no oppor- 
*tunity, whereby to aſſure you of 
«the 


i. 
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«the extraordinary pleaſure he finds 
«in entertaining himſelf with her, 
< whom he loves more then himſelf ; 
« His conſtitution, which 1s none of the 
< ſtrongeſt, fills his mind with terrour, 
* as often as he thinks of the approach 
© of a five weeks labour, under the toil 
* of which he foreſees either theſhame 
* of finkiog, or the danger of death it 
< ſelf : He ſhuts his eyes againſt theſe 
<« diſaſters, and ſtops his ears aganſt the 
< complaints of his head, and his lungs, 
< by the ſtrength of that defire he has 
« to ſee before, and after theſe hard- 
« ſhips 5 the obje@ that will animate him 
« zo xndertake them, and that will give 
<« him a ſweet conſolation after all his 
« Janguor. If you are very well ac- 
<« quainted with the izcomparable 1eli- 
*© 24, you may aſlure her, that zt is none 
< but her, that can effect theſe wonders 
« j1n an heart,that is more her's than its 
© own-. Nothing refreſhes this languiſh- 
< ing creature in his continual indiſpo- 
<« ſitions, but the 7dee of her perfecti. 


cc 
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&jons. Tis to that, that he makes 
& the molt pomwpows ſacrifices : *Tis to 
< that, that he addreſles his molt ſolemr 
«< 7)ows : Ti that, where he places his 
© moſt afſeting delights : Tis upon that, 
& that he intends to ſet up his reſt, and 
c pithout End, and without Change. 


MARRIAGES, 


UT they were not thus ſatisfied 
B with the Profanation of a Miniſtry 
that ought to be ſo much reverenced : 
They carried their Sacriledge yet high- 
er, by profaning the Sacraments and 
the molt Holy Ceremonies of the Church, 
They had taken care ſo to contrive it, 
that there ſhould not be one Nun in the 
Houſe, that from her Novice-ſhip, that 
1s, in an age, and at a time when ſhe 
durſt not oppoſe them, had not ſome 
Cordelier for her particular friend ; 
and 


SU 


- The Marriages of the, &c, 73 


and with whom allo ſhe was made to 
contract a very intimate Alliance. T his 
was done with all poſlible ſolemaity : 
and as for the future they were to call 
themſelves Huſband and Wife, accor- 
ding to an Order long lince eſtabliſhed 
by them in the Nuwwery. When they 
would make any new Intimates, they 
obſerved the ſame formalities, which 
wete uſed in common Marriages. The 
new Lovers addreſſed themſelves to the 
kindred and friends of thoſe, that they 
deſired to encline tothem. I hey gave 
pledges of their Afﬀection, made de- 
#1ands and conventions: They alligned 
days-to draw up the Articles, to make 
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where there was jo/ity and feaſting, 
and a thouſand impertinencies uttered. 

*© It is now ſexteex, or eighteen years 
© fince, That Father 14. Cordelier and 
«© DoGour of Paris, being come to 
&« court a Siſter, and to take her for 
5 his good Friend, ( That was their Or- 
&« dinary CharaFer) did (ſcarce part 

G © from 
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« from her for three days together, 
«the time that he ſtaied there, He 
<« advanced his diſcourſe with her by 
<« degrees, made inſolent propolitions 
«to her, alledged thoſe unwarranta- 
« ble liberties, that he had taken with 
© the Ladies of the N. Cordeliers, to 
&« herz and ſuch freedom as many of 
« his Order had told him they had ta- 
«ken in our Houſe, at which without 
<« the particular Grace of God, ſhe had 
* yielded to him. 

* Another Siſter after ſhe had been 
© courted a long while by Father N. at 
© preſent Warden of— had all folem- 
* nities provided for her Marriage. A 
© Cordelier as the Father of F. N. de- 
* manded her of 24. N. the Abbef, who 
** paſſed for the Mother of this Siſter : 
* Father N.Cordelier ſerved for the No- 
*tary to paſs the Contract: They pub- 
*liſhed the banes at the Grate of the 
* aforementioned Lady, andin the Hall 
* below. Father N, ſerved for Curate, 
* making themſay the very'words, and 
* he 
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* he forhis part reading the ſame Pray- , 
© ers, and uſing the ſame Ceremonies 
© that are obſerved in ordinary Marria- 
«ves, There was a Ring given, and 
<< put upon the finger of the Bride , 
© Siſter N. diſguiſed like a Cordelier, 
«© made them an exhortation about the 
< duties of Marriage, and after that, 
<« he and ſhe were ſent alone to another 
* Grate, to conſummate the Marrjage to- 
<« oether, 


Entertainments. 


Heſe Solemnities, which were 
almoſt continual}, never palled 
without all the frelzckeſt humours that 
theſe Fathers could put themſelves in. 
They eat together at the Grate, They 
drank together in the ſame glaſs with 
hollow reeds: They drank healths on 
their knees, and broke the glaſſes after 
| & 3. 7 Ss 
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they had drank them off: I hey madg 
uſe of little Artifices to lift wp the Siſters 
Neckeloths: They reproached them, 
that they were but meer geeſe 1n com» 
pariſon of the Ladies of the N.Cordeliers, 
in whole Nunmery ten or twelve Cor- 
deliers did conſtantly lodge. And after 
that cited the debanches, that were 
practiſed in other Houſes of their Or- 
der, to excite then to imitate them. 
From theſe Entertaines they procee- 
dedto diſcourſes,that were yet more /i- 
centious & impudent:They danced thelr 
parts to tunes that were {ung to them : 
They threw off the Cordeliers habit, and 
dreſſed themſelves in Swits of Satin,and 
trimming of coloured Ribbon : (ometimes 
the Cordeliers gave the Nuns their ha- 
bits, and the Nuns theirs to the Cordeli- 
ers : {ome of the Nuns at the Friers en- 
treaty diſguiſed themſelves like ſeculars, 
and appeared before them at the Grate, 
with their Necks naked, and ſet #hick 
with patches, as well as their faces.. O- 
thers of them diſguiſed themſelves like 
Comedians, 
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Comedians, and aded Plays | before 
them: And others were to be ſeen 
with wecklaces of Amber, yellow Tiffany 
Hood:, with their hair curled upon their 
foreheads, and with neck-cloths, and 
vails of filk. In this condition they 
played for kiſſes at cards, and other 
idle games, till five 'a clock in the mor- 
ning. They brake the very Grates to 
doe things with more eaſe, and they 
ſpent whole days and nights in thele 
kind of entertainments. 

If they were obliged to be long ab- 
ſent from this Monaſtery they took 
care to maintain their correſpondence 
by Letters, where nothing was for- 
got that would ſerve to expreſs the 
heighth of their moſt ſhametul paſli- 
ons, or to debauch a mind, and make it 
ſenfible of amorows Inclinations. There 
are agreat number of theſe Letters in 
keeping, whoſe Language is full of pro» 
phaneneſs and imperity, and in which 
theſe Religious Fathers talk of nothing 


but of deſtiny and fate, and of good and 
G 3 bad 


— Ae ct Md Latte. A => ” 


728 | Love-Letters. 


bad fortune :. Nothing but expreſſions 
of the bittereſt and&molſt invettive jea- 
louſie, 'proteſtations *of fidelity and ſer- 
vices, complaints of the cruelty and indif- 
ference of thoſe to whom they write. 
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© One of them there treats her be 
+ writes to, withthe Title of bis Miſt- 
«< xx; another with that of his Sover- 
<< 45gaweſe:ahnother calls his, bis Dutcheſs, 
< another his, bis Prince; another 
<« his, 4#s Beloved; another (tiles his his 
© Dea Heart, 'another his bis deareſt 
< Gabant,another his bis dear Confident; 
< angther writes.to his dear Comrade, 
< ariother to his Beloved Heart, another 
*to his little Dovez"another to 2he In- 
« comparable One, that makes the ſubject 
© of bit adoration. 

« The. ſuperſctiptions are , | To. ber 
* whom IT ſoveraignly honour + 'To my 
* Amiable cruel ont, To the Viftorious 
« Mclita, 
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® Melita, To my Dear Child, To the only 
& ſabjed of my moſt tender affe@ions, To 
© Her whom Ithink of, To my new Con*+ 
« queſt, To the Loadſfione, that draws me 
«to your ſelf,, my Dear, To the moſt Ami- 
< able, and moſt beloved of the Nymphs of 
© the ſacred Monnt. 

'Tis not hard to judge, of what ſtile 
the Letters might be that were wrotto 
Virgins, to whom they gave ſuch qua- 
litles as theſe, and whom they ordina- 
rily called Mardens, or Mariena, Or 
Timareite, or Cleopatra, or Melita, ac- 
cording as the Friers fancied them to 
have any reſemblance with theſe Hero- 
inaes in Rowences, There ſhall be here 
ſome extradts-of them ſet down, or at 
leaſt of ſome of them, that are the leaſt 
impudent, and the moſt Ingenious a- 
mongſt them, and ſuch as are written in 


the moſt reſpeFfull terms. For, as for 
the reſt, they are #00 beaftly and impious 


eo be expoſed to the 'view ofall the 
world. 


G 4 LETTER. 
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LETTER.: 


<.It is but juſt\2/adam,' that you 

«ſhould ſerve for a Senduary. for my 
© complaints 'to-.fly to , fince- that 
_ *you gave them birth, and that they 
tend too ether end, but.the cauſe 
<.which produced them. . - -þ befeech 
* you then condemin me not, if I open 
' © my pain to. you, and if. I force my ſelf 
<*to give you a ſmall zutivration of my 
© Love. Give:my ſpirit, that lives only 
«for you, ſome encouragement toy its 
* purſuit : and-if Love has made ſofair 
« acompoſitionasta write: wy heart to 
5 zours, | hope to enjoy without Rival, 
*.the Glory of calling my ſelf, — 


LETTER, 

"« This mbſt be the ſubjeR of 
* one of your Letters, if you deſire to 
«© make the happieſt man that lives : 
*ou mult acquaint me, if the 7#- 
© comparable 


T—_ — cw _- _— DA. 
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—. 


< comparable ' Timaretta has not alto- 
<© gether forgot the Unfortunate Seſoſt- 
Cad: 


LETTER. 


* 'Tis not only, as you tell 
© me-10 yours of the ſxteenthof May, 
<« the; effects of my good\ nature, and 
© Gemeroſity ; No, you make other 
« tirzd of Imypreſſeons upon” me. But 1 
<larft tell you them, that I'mightnot 
<he contradifted in a thing, which [ 
*do tenderly cheriſh, and the bare 7dea 
* of which givesme ſatisfaQion enough 
« for-everuffering my ſelf tobe diver- 
© ted from it, or to be undeceived. 


LETTER. 


&* Is it poſhible , *Zncomparable and 
© Dear Timaretia, that you ſhould be 
& ſtrangely ſurpriſed at the fight of 
© my- Character. And is my wiſfor- 
© zxme (Oo great, that for an inyolunta- 
cc I), 


ah _ CO 
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<< ry and forced ilence, you could be 
able to.do. me the injuſtice to thiok, 
& that I could live without being wholly 
« yours, and wholly ſacrificed to your 
© ſervice. 


LEITER. 

— <See now , we are in all ap- 
© pearance: ſixſcore leagues diſtant one 
© from-another, and conſider whether 
*Ibe asnear you hege: as] was at Pro- 
& pins; Iiknow not whether I my ſelf 
* aged behind io that place, as I have 
© brought: you ' hither aloig with'me into =» 
ff this. However I dare-lay, yori ought | 
(to. have ſtopped me, and kept me 
cf there: ito be revenged of my &#ealing 
© you away, and that you might have 
* neer you oie Full bf Reſpe@, Eſteem, 
© and Reverence for your merit. 


"LETTER, 
—* Yon may afſure her, whom q 


© you know, that there is nothing in 
& this 


"7p 
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'© this world that is better beloved, more 
*tenderly thoughtofz vor wore Keligi- 
© ouſly adored, than ſhe 1s in the heart 
«* of that other perſon, of whom am 
© ſpeaking; 


LETTER. 


——- < Whatſoever Jdea your Imagi- 
© nation may frame of my Love, believe 
© it, 27 Deareſt, it maſt' be leſs, than 
© thereality of that paſſion that Ihave 
*for you. Injure me not ſo: far as 
*to doubt of it, — chear' up your 
&« ſelf my emiable One, and let me bear 
< all the burden of this AfﬀiiGion. It is 
© not reaſonable, that I ſhould be the 
c« occaſion of the leaſt trouble to her, 
**who makes up all the ſweetneſs of my 
< life. — For mine- own part Ile en- 
« deavour to ſweeten the trouble by 
« reflecting upon your worth,and your 
Cc relation tome, and the faithful teſti- 
© monies you have given me of it. 


LETTER. 


” — - PI —_= 
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LETTER. 


£6. But my candle is all melted : 
«© Midnight has (truck. I'le go ſee if the 
© Organ can give me an entertainment 
<« any thing nigh thoſe agreeable delights, 
© which you have made me reliſh in 
* your Charming converſation. 


LETTER. 


— << Though my Heart: ſwims in 
< the mid'ſt of the Waters, and baths, 
© and Afinerals, which I drink yet I 
© feel not thatthey have quenched the 
& leaft ſpark of thoſe fires, which yours 
© haskindled there. — Alas that it 
< ſhould not be 45 * able, 
* 5 affeFionate: with- 
* out doubt I ſhould live with more con- 
© rent, if it were ſo, becauſe I ſhould 
F give you more ſatisfaFion. 


* Aufſi puiſſant, 


LETTER, 
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—  — 
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* Do not bemoan me, fair N. 
© The tears that Heaven ſhed ſomething 
* too- plentifully at the time of our 
© ſhort interview, and the many waters 
© that fel], couldnotquench the flames, 
* which a flaſh of Lightning from youhad 
* kindled in my ſpirits» None but my 
* ſelf ſhould be concerned at wry trou- 
** bles, becauſe I did imprudently ſearch 
* for the occafion of them : But the 
* caufe of them# #00 Lovely to be ſorry 
** for the effects. 


LETTER. 


—— *T have but this moment — to 
ce proteſt to you, that if I had as many 
« hearts 4s hairs, I would carry them 
«all to be lodged in the boſom of my 
** Deareſt, and moſt amiable Melita. 


LETIER. 


Love- Letters. 
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LETTER, 


- »— & Our Daughter bas done very 
* prettily to ſend: me thoſe two little 
* glaſſes, But I am not ſatisfied with / 
* ſalittle ſweetneſs, and do not let her | 


- * think to perſwade me 
—_ elle air rour (c that ſhe * has every 
* thing little, Ple doubt 


© af it, t111T have found it ſo by expe- 
5: rjence, Our Son's Ink is frozen, and 
&T hear gotalk of him, Let her know, 
& he ſhall be ſoundly whipt, as ſoon as 
© he appears, and I do not know whe» 
* ther ſhe can ſcape it. 


LETTER. 


—* Time is4, great workman, as 
©he isa great Maſter, It has taught me 
5* agreat many things z but it was we- 
« ver (0 favourable tame, as when it 
< made me know Melts, and her trac 
* value, bythe ſweetneſs of her Con- 
** yerſation, 
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< yerſation, and what ſhe can do, if ſhe . 
{c pleaſe, to oblige thoſe perſons that 
<C ſhe has engaged to her. Whatſoever 
< ſhe may merit, #thovgh ſhe had as many 
& 4dorers,as [he has hairs, that 15,chaims 
© upon her head, and as wany as ſhe 
© has rays, that 1s, darts inher eyes : 
*yet Thyrſts has the vanity to think, 
* and ſay, That be alone will not yield 
* to al/ that Troup, That his heart con- 
tains 4 many fres in it for her, as al 
© thoſe put together could do; and 
<« although he ſhould yield to them in 
© merit: and good fortune, he thinks 
© with. juſtice that he ſhould carry it 
© from them all in Love and Fidelity : 
©Sothat it will always be true, That 
© as the amiable Melita is without Equal, 
«ſo the reſpets and tenderneſs of 
* Thyrſis ſhall be without End. "Tis by 
© theſe wyſteriow words, my Queen, 
* betwixtus two, that I would for the 
© future conclude. all my Letters, and 
<<] defire the ſame favour of you. The 
<« firſt of theſe Mortv's repreſents me the ' 
cc Obje(G 
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« 0bje# of my happineſs, and the 
c ſecond intimates the extext of the de- 
& yoirs of your faithfal- and 1nviolable 
* (abjeF. Adicu my Qucen,good morrow 
&« my Sovereign; goodnight, thou moſt 


& f4ihfull to the happieſt of Shepherds. 


LETTER. 


© You have, my Amiable Melita, a 
& yery particular Grace ia tickling the 
<« paſſion of your Faithfull and Sincere 
« Thyrſfr, by the charming aſſurances 
« you give him of preferring him be- 
« fore a Cavalier much worthier and 
& a fitter obje&t for your Love, than 
«© that poor Shepherd, whom Age, Me- 
& [ancholy and Infirmities, have already 
G wade gray. *Tis this, that would 
© make him aſſure you of all his affe- 
« ions, if he could have reſerved any 
*hing when be ſacrific'd his heart up- 
*o0n your Altars. Live then wy So- 
* veraign, in full ſecurity of this poſ- 
* ſellion, 


— — _———————— 
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* ſeſſion. Put Thyrſis amongſt your 
« Congueſts, though none of the richeſt 
& indeed, yet doubtleſs the moſt abſo- 
&« Jutely gain'd 3 and believe that nei- 
< ther Death nor Time ſhall ever inter- 
« ruptthe duration of an engagement; 
« that this Shepherd makes accompt is 
© eternal. Keep your ſelf in good hu- 
* mour, and think upon the bounties 
© which you delign Fair Melita, to 
* Tours, Wholly Touts, Thyrſis. 


LETTER, 


—— * Speak'the truth, ſhe reſembles 
* you, * ſhe is Fairall na- , OO I 


*ked as you, le route nuc 
comme vous. 


LETTER. 


—— << Tf the cold hiaders you from 
cc 3 2,7 

writing *tis nomatter, QoL 
provided that it be not tees, 
«at the Heart: for my 
&« part, I am never cold inthe * hidden 


<< parts. | 
H EETTER; 
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LETTER. 


"__—: 


—- © The reading of your laſt has 

* excited a greater paſſion of Joy in 
* my heart, than I have felt theſe zex 
* years 3 I know not, whether I ought 
©to except even the moments Iecnjoy- 
*ed in the happineſs of ſeeing and 
* converſing with you. For in fine, 
©* 2vy Dear Siſter, I am of opinion, that 
ce hy 
there is more {weetneſ(s in % HO cor- 

* reſpondence, than in a 
SC. (rex dry viſit to her 
© that oze loves. And itis 4 

© always the peculiar talent of your {| 
<« ſexto make fewer advances in Con- 
. <oerſation , than upon 

6» cd as, _—_ Pape TE 
<© at all ungratefu], yetT 
* know very well, that I am not yet 
& where 1 wonld be, fince you condemn 


© the irregularity of ſome of my thoughts. 


LETTER, 


__—_— pz 
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 —- © You reproved me for having 
© wrote 7 will, and Iwill not, and you 
*call me preſamptuowr. I remember 
© very well, Melita, how I made'uſe of 
< thoſe imperious words. But infhort, 
* if you had but once in your life been 
*1n Love, you would have found inthis 
© manner of expreſtion more of tender- 
«© weſs than Authority, more of ſweetneſs 
© than Arrogance— You-are in the 
* right, clita, you are to give Laws 
© for all things, not only for what paſ- 
« ſes betwixt you and me, but#o my 
« whole deſtiny alſo— you would have 
© me believe that you are full of ac- 
© knowledgement, ard anenemy to in- 
« oratitude. Algs / if you love me for 
« 20 other reaſon, but to avoid that 
« baſe vice, you love me little enongh, 
«and after a very languid manner. 
&« However I will acknowledge my ob- 
« ligation to you for that, How (mall 

H 2 *©# 
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cc apart ſoever you can allow mein 
<« your favour, 1 cannot claim it as due 
* to me,and it is a pure freegift. 'Iis & 
«<true'l had reaſon to hope for ſome- 
© ;hing more, and I had all manner of 
«© probability forit. But what ? appear- 
& axces are very deceitful, eſpecially 
© appearances drawn from the'*diſcourſe 
© of women. Allow me thisexpreſtion 
«© of my anger, and trouble. One, and 
*t'other have reduced me toa conditt- 
© on that would wake you pity me, if 
* you ſaw it. 


LEI TER, 


——**© Although you be the Sover- ? 
© aig: of my Will, you have given 
* birth to I know not what Rebelli- 
© ous motions In my Heart, which 
<* will not be ſatisfied by you with ſuch 
© things as you undertake to ſtifle them 
© with. If.it be fo, Melzita, and that I 
* am not able to rule them after your 
'* way, be ſo good as to indulge ſome- | 
& thing to their Rebellion, and to ſuffer 
them 


——— —_— 
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« them for the future to ſhow them. 
* ſelves. 
LETTER. 


—— © There are ſo many marks of 
© your goodneſs in the laſt lines you 
& wrote to me, that if my paſſion were 
© yever ſo little regulated, very likely it 
*© would have nothing more to pretend 
*to: and yet I find 1khnow not what, 
«© that enclines me to defire of you ſome- 
« thing beyond the paſſions of honour. eſt- 
© eem, and gratitude: And, Siſter, do 
© not obje# to me that injurious veil, 
<« that covers a part of your Graces. 
<« The little god, whom you know, has his 
« veil t00, 4s well as you, which ſuffers 
« him not to take notice of the auſtere ha- 
« bit which encloſes you. 


Sacrilege, and Profanations. 


I S but too true, that the paſhion, 
that poſſeſſed theſe Religions 
Fathers, has blinded them to ſuch a 
H 3 point, 


—- 
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point, as to 'make them an hrndred 
times forget themſelves, and as often 
thoſe to whom they diſcourſed. In 
effe&, can one without an extraordinary 
 Mindneff ſay to a Nun in the very Trj- 
bunal of Penitence : my dear ſweetivng, 
be confident, and then figbing, Confeſ(you 
of your cruelty, wy Deer Heart. 

| Can one without an extraordinary 
blindneſs and impicty, ( demanding the 
Ornaments to ſay Maf withal,) fall 
dawn won bis hates toa Nun, and tell 
her, That ſbe is the firſt Deity thet he 
would ſacrifice to £ 
Canone without extraordinary blind- 
weſs, impicty, and beafilinef, when he is 
Confeſſonr, and ſees apenitent give rea- 
ſons for ſcrupling that emorous paſſro- 
nateneſs, and thoſe inſolent tranſports 
that he acquaints her with, and that ſhe 
proteſts, foe could mot yield any compli- 
* Aronche. 42c* 10 what was propoſed to 

| un" her, not knowing bow to con* 
Wy Jeff ber ſelf of ſuch infamous 
* Contrats, if ſbe ſbould allow him ghere- 


ea upon 
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upon offer himſelf to learn her how to do 
it, and to give ber a forme in writing to 


help ber to confeſs her ſelf of it. 
ENTRIES, 
T.22 ſhall be no particular men- 


tion here made of ſecret and 
ter entries into the Garden and 
Monaſtery by the help of falſe keys, or 
ladders of ho and in 90/34 . of ſuch 
as were made in oper day-light upon 
frivolous pretences : of dancings, per- 
formed in the ARefeFory, and other re» 
gular places : nor laſtly, of the inſolen- 
cies committed at the Nuns, Funerals. 
It was ordizary for the Cordeliers before 
and after theſe kind of Ceremonies ts 
run after thoſe they fancied, to take them 
in their Arms, to kiſs them, to carry 
them from one place to another, to 
play the fool with them, to go imto private 
Nuns Chambers, to Jeep it there, and be 
frolick, to ſtay whole hours there, a-F4- 
ther and a Ny alone by themſelves, 
H 4 and 


_ 
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and a little pezſfower let as ſentingl in in 
fookery to keep the door, 

Nothing was eper able to put a ſtop 
to thele inſolencies, and they have 
ſcarce ever gone in to confeſs the ſick, 
or to adminiſter the Sacraments with- 
out committing new ones. 

_ © Thexe has been ſome of them, who 
© after they had heard the Confeſſion 
& of one ſick Num, were upon a bed with 
© others, and/after they had ſpoken 
&« (ome devout words aloud to them, laid 
« themſelves down again 10 kiſs them,and 
"* would have put their hands into their 
<* boſoms. 

«There has been ſame of them, who 
* after they had given extream Union 
«to afick Nuv, and entred in again to 
* afliſt her at her death, inflead of per- 
6 forming this duty, have conduGed 
&© other Nuns to their Chambers, and 
© there cooped wp themſelves together in 4 
* ſmall cloſet. 

«There has been ſozze of them, who 
* after they had hy vp «night with 4:46 
&« that 


—_— no mail 
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& that was davgeroully il], made them- 
& ſelves be carried into: the Dormitory, 
© 20go into the Nuns Chambers to ſee, as 
& they ſaid, their Loves in their beds 
&* before them. 

© In fine, there has been of them, 
« that, at the very foot of the Altar did 
« violence to a Novice pon the holy day 
« of Good Fryday it ſelf, who had been 
: ordered to go out into the Churchto 
* take down the Repoſter, , | 
« according tothe cuſtom rouchemens. 
© of this Monaſtery : ſhe | 
« was kiſſed by force, and her neck- 
< cloth was torn off, an1 ſhe was often- 
© times * very rudely handled. 


INSOLENCIES. 


T is fit now to conclude the re- 
preſentation, that was undertaken 
tobe given of theſe horrible diſorders. 
That which remains is too abominable, 
aud our tongue is toochaſt to be able to 


expreſs 


fp 


98. Things that the Nwes blaſh at, 
z re it, Not, but that a juſ# regret 
_ = Bon, has made {ph 
paxt of theſe Religions Sifters, find 
terms todeclare ſuch things in their De- 
poſitions, as to uſe their own words, 
paſſe all Imagination, and the bare #en- 
tioning of which zwakes thern bluſh. But 
*tis enough that they have been once 
wrote, that they are »ader the bands of 
the Judges of the Conrt, and that Time 
has not been able to blot them out of 
the memory of thoſe, who have ſeen 
them themſelves in the time of their youth, 
or by eye-witneſſes haye been acquain- 
ted with the names of thoſe Nurs, 
A whom the Fathers have 
nier Deſordre, = Engagedinthe®* loft 47 
of Incontinency,with the 


OS” at 


"iy HI wumber of Children, that 

they bave had, * the bor- 
* Des plus horti= pid contrivances , that 
bles corruptiont. they have made uſe of to 


himder theſe crimes from weking 4 
noiſe abroad, and other abominable 
circumſlances of * moſt horrible cor- 
ruptions, 


Things 


ruptions, which made one of the Au» 
cienteſt amongſt them, who had her (elf 
been overtaken in. theſe dreadful de- 
bancheries, (ay, That ſhe ſtood in admira« 
tiow bow this Houſe could ſtill ſubſiſt, and 
how it came not to be ſwallowed np, as 
thoſe miſerable Cities, of which the Holy 
Scriptures ſpeak. But it the Cordeliers 
have omitted nothing that might draw 
down theſe ſad judgments upon this 
miſerable Houſe : Andif the Nuns who 
have ſent their complaints to Court, 

may juſtly ſay, that they owe it only to 
the mercy of God, that (theſe Fathers 
have laid all the traps imagineble to 
make them fall into theſe dangerous 
precipices )they do not continue (till 
evgagedinthem : certainly they have 
not leſs reaſon to acknowledge, that if 
there be yet amonglt them any remain- 
ders of Piety and Religion, as it can- 
not well be doubted, conſidering the 
watm inſtances they make at Comrr; 
they do alſo owe that wholly to the 

particular providence and ſpecial fa- 
| vour 


that the Nzzs bluſhat. gg 


OO | | LY _ 
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your of theſame Mercy. For the Cor- 
deliers have omitted - nothing that 
might plunge them in Ry. and 
take away from them the relpe&, that 
is due to the Sacrements of the Church, 
and the juſt confidence that ought to 
be repoſed in them, that are the dif- 
ſpenſers of them. See whatthe Nuns 
fay of it in their Depoſitions. 


The Diſorders of the Cordeliers. 


« One called N. when Confeſſonr, 
being come into the Monaſtery to 
« givethe laſt Sacrament to a Nun, was 
* {o full of Wine, that he put on the 
<« Prieſts Garments the wrong ſide out- 
«© ward, and the Mother Infirmiere was 
©fain to guide his hand to apply the 
©* Holy Oyle. 

* Another called N. Confe/ſour too of 
& ourHouſe came once into the Confe/ſ- 
of fion-Chayr ſo overcharged with Wine, 
© that he fell aſ/cep, andthe Nux, that 

© was confeſling to him after ſhe had 
| * began 


C0 & AS 


the Sacraments. ' ICI 


© begana part of her Confeſlion twice, 
« and often endeavoured to wake him, 
&« was at laſt forced to withdraw. 

*©I wy ſelf happened to confeſs my 
< ſelf to one Father N. who was ſofull 
* of drink, that after I had repeated ma» 
* ny Articles of my Confeflion over 4- 
*< e4in, | was forced to leave It. 

* One called Father N. who was here 
© about ejghreew years ago, has revealed 
© the Confeſſions of all the Nuns of our 
** Community, and has given them in 
<« writing to many Cordaeliers to favour 
* their deſige upon thole whom they 
*had a mind to ſedxce, beginning theſe 
* $acrilegiows writings by ſome paſſage 
<* of Holy Scripture, that was agreeable 
*to the humour of the ſeveral reſpe&- 
*1ve perſons. I have ſeen and read this 
«© paper, A Cordelier having intraſted me 
« with this ſecret — I made my com- 
< plaint of it to Father N. at that time 
& Provincial the firſt time, who confef- 
* (ed tome that he had ſeen that wri- 
"ting; 
© Father 
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. © Rather N. twelve years ago did the 
© ſame, and befides, had always Wo- 
© wen with him. Once he kept a awaid 
© of Provins in his Cloſet, and her Pa- 
E rents being very much troubled for 
© her, thinking ſhe had been ſtolne, he 
< ſent her away to Paris, He himſelf 
© jatruſted me with this ſecret to oblige 
© me to conceal what | knew of it. 

* They commonly gave us DireFogrs 
* who had no fente of Picty in them, 
© who came into the Confeſſuon-Chair, 
< after they had been well- drunk. And 
© for ef this, | xy ſe/f once confel- 
«ſed toone Father N. to no purpoſe : 
*for he ſlept ſo ſoundly that he heard 
© not a word, which made me draw 
© the curtain, and endeavour to awake 
* himz but to no effect at all : many 
« {aw him in this condition, and made 
© him be carried to bed. 

© Another called Father N. was con- 
<© tinually thus diſtempered. A Ca- 
© nor of Provinr called Af. .N. came of- 
*zen to ſup with him, to make him 
<« drink, 
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**drink, that he might afterwards have. 
<* the pleaſure of making him reveal 
« our Confeſſuons. - I know it for « cer* 
* zainty, that he did ſoz And when he 
*© took his turn to go and divert him- 
*felf with the Canon, they carried him 
© #0 his bed at eleven a clock at night 
* upon 4 Hand-barrow, which was 
* known but to two other Nuns, foſter N. 
*andN. and we. *'Tis fifteen years a- 
*g0 that this happened. 

© Another called N. who was here #ws 
©« years ago, and was the Provincial's 
© brother , was alſo of this humour, 
* which made him entertain the Nuzs 
« with a thouſand impertinent follies, 
< and made them pertealy aſhamed of 
« him, 
« If ſome of them have been free 
<« from theſe faults, they have had o- 
* thers that were not eff conſiderable . 
© They have never (et themſelves about 
© planting any ſenſe of Picty orVertue 
*n us, but on the contrary have (tudi- 


& ed the ruine of both the temporal 
| © and 
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c« 1nd ſpiritual ſtate of our Houſe. The 
&« only Devotion, that the Cordeliers in- 
©ſpired our Siſters withal, was that of 
« making them often deſire aſſes, that 
« they might get their mony, and that 
<* they might have an occaſion to viſit 
<« ns in the wworning, and (o toftay at 
&« the Grate al the reſt of the day to di- 
<« yert thetnſelves and to make Collati- 
© ons. Theſe were their dayly praGi- 
* ſes which I have been a conſtant 
* fpeFator of for neartheſe thirty years, 
© the timethat I have been in this Mo- 
« naſtery, without mentioning other 
© things that are yet more wicked. 
This Fad#»: would be too much 
ſwelled if we ſhould relate all the par- 
ticular proofs, that we have of the va- 
rious diforders, that the Cordeliers have 
committed in this Monaſtery, about the 
Spiritzal concern of it, That which 
has been hitherto ſet down 1s but too 
ſafficient to raiſe horrour in all, that 
have any concern for the Holineſs of our 
Myſteries, any love tor the purity of 


Virgins, 
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Virgins , and any tenderneſ; for the 
intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt in the Souls that 
are conſecrated to him, and whoſe fi- 
delity theſe wiſerable DireFours have 
endeavoured to corrupt for theſe ſo 
many years together : 4 rabidis enine 
hominibus nomen ſceleratum eſt ſanFita- 
tis; et ab immundis, et Inteis pretioſun 
conculcatum eſt propoſitumn Caſtitatis. 


SECTION KXI.. 


Of the Diſorders committed by the Cot- 
deliers iu the Temporal concerns of 
the Monaſtery of St. Catharine. 


Fter the horrible extravagancies 
which have been mentioned, it 

will not be difficult to believe, That 
the Cordeliers have conſumed all the 
Temporal incomes of this Monaſtery, 
It may eafily be o—_— that Religi* 
oe 
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gious Fathert, Who by ſo many Jiffe- 
rent ways have made it theit buſineſs to 
draw off yirg#:3 from the fidelity they 
owed to theit divite Spouſe,atid to rob 
them of their Honour, and the Spiri- 
tual inheritabee, which he had acqui- 
red for them with the pfice of his 
blood have not ſpared the Temporal 
inheritance, Which they had received 
from the magnificent bounty of their 
Tlluſtrious Founders , and the liberal 
Charity of their Relations: 

*© The profuſeneſs, which the Corde- 
** liers have engaged thei to ſhew in 
"Feaſting, i preſents, and a thouſand 0- 
© ther vain 'expences, 4nd unworthy 
* of cheir profeſſion, are 4c ſufficient 
*to make any ont 1ihBine the abuſes 
*that have been committed in this 
<* point. . For -as the Perfions of pri- 
* vate Navy wetenot fulficient to fur- 
* fiſh out the Yimoft cortiomwal Colaty- 
* dn; that Wwere- made at the, Grates, 
* the S$iftrs were fain toſell their fi- 
” De7-plate, and whatever they _ 

ay 
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<< lay their hands on,of the proviſſons of 
©© Linwee and other goods of the Com- 
© munity (even to the Church-Yeſt- 
&« ments 4 and the Ornaments of the 
© Altars) for the effeGing of their pur- 
« poſe, particularly the Servitour-Siſt= 
© ers 5 Who being of mean birth, and 
* not having ordinarily any Penſions, 
*yet would have their Gallarts, and 
<© their Confidents amongſt the Cordeli- 
© ers, and would treat them like Grar- 
© deet. This was done without atiy 
* check, orſcruple of conſcience : For 
© the Swperionrs of the Order had taken 
** care to fortifie them againſt ary that 
* might riſe in themz and Father N. 
<« the Provintiah, upon the complaints 
«< that were made at the laſt Chapter- 
cc meeting, of the theeviſh filching praQt- 
Cc iſed in the Houſe, told them in ex- 
« refs terms, That according to the Coun- 
&© zl of Trent, One might ſteal to the v4- 
« Iue of twenty Crowns when he wanted 
« Neceſſariesz which indeed was an a- 


c buſe of the Name and Authority of 
: I 2 & that 
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« that Councilto expoſe the Monaſtery 
« to pillage, under pretence of lettivg 
 < hounds to that licentiouſneſs of 
& which they complained. Thoſe Ne- 
« ceſſaries having no other meaſure, 
© thanthe paſſion that the Nuns had 
*for the Cordeliers, and the Preſents 
that they had a mjnd to make them. 

* They have further proceeded to 


© ruine this Monaſtery by another con-. 


© trivance no leſs deſtruftive than the 
©former: They allowed thoſe, whom 
*they knew to be wholly at their de- 
*20tion,to be Heireſses to their Siſters, 
*and their Arts, that happened to 
die in the Religion: and the Father 
&* Provincial, made the Abbeſs Madam 
* de Montbron give one of the Nuns, 
* one Siſter N. ffveor fix conſidera- 
© ble pieces of Silver-plate, that an 
* Aunt of hers in the Houſe had left 
*hex when ſhe died : and all this plate, 
© which amounted to a conflderableSum 
© failed not of being ſold a little while 
after, and conſumed in Feaſtings, 
* and 
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< and Preſents made to the Cordeliers. 

© Beſides all this, againſt their owr 
* Orders, and the general complamts 
© of all the Nuns, they ſuffered the Ser- 
&* vitoursSiſters to blanch linnen for 
© people abroad, which made them not 
© only make a gain to themſelves a- 
« oainſt their vows ( for they diſpoſed 
*as they pleaſed of the gains of this 
*traffick ) but alſo made them very 
© chargeable to the Community. For 
* by this trade of theirs, which took 
© up all their time, they became inca- 
© pable of doing them any ſervice : 
* They broke #heir vow of Confinement 
© by letting in men and women to 
* them every day, whoſe ſervice they 
© ſtood in need of, and who conſumed 
<« the proviſions of the Houſe with 
« them : They ſpent a vaſt quantity of 
« wood to make the aſhes, which they 


« © needed for blanching 3 ſo that they 


© have burnt twenty four thouſand F ag- 
« -ots, Once Or twice as big again as 
«thoſe of Paris, in the compaſs of a 

I 3 Tear, 
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© Tear, and more than foxrſcore (trings 
© of wood; and thus they waſted all 
« things elle, Salt, Vine, Corn, Meat, 
© making money of al that came into 
5 their hands to ſatisfie the ſenſuality of 
&« the Cordeliers, who maintained them 
£;n theſe unlawfull intercourſes, be- 
cauſe all the advantage of them re- 
turned to #hem at laſt; and the money 
5 that theſe Nurs raiſed by them, 
*© which amounted to more than an 
* hundred Crowns a year for each of 
« them, was ſpent in Feaſting, in Pre- 
&© ſents, and in al! kindot protuſeneſs. 

« But the Waſte that thele Fathers 
* made of the Revenue of this Mona- 
« ſtery, never appeared more vifibly, 
& than ſince the EleGtion of the laſt 46- 
* bes, who was wholly devoted to their 
© Intereſts, and whom, for that reaſon, 
« they have uſed all induſtry to con- 
* tinue in that office by ſo many ſbame- 
* fall and unlawfull means. *Tis ready 
& to be juſtified, that beſides the Ordi- 
* naryRevenue,and the private allow- 

* > © ances 
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© ances of the Nuns, beſides eighteen 
* thouſand Hyre Fe] debt contracted 
* by her, and which is , fr 
* charged upon . the A. _—_— 
« Houlc; beſides fifteen and ws 
© Muids of corn, that . 

* wereduetothe Houſe fince the time 
* of the 4bbeſs that preceeded her, and 
© which ſhe received, and above thirt 
«© Muids more which ſhe has cauſed to 
© be {old within theſe thitty years 
© ſhe has beſtdes all this,fince the mowet 
© of February 1660. In Rents, Nans- 
© Portions, and other incomes of the 
© Houſe received more than 40000. 
5 Livres of ready money. 

*© And all this has been conſumed 
«partly in feaſtings and preſents, and 
<« partly in other prodigalities, done to 
_ fatisfic the greedineſs of the Cordelierg, 
« who abuſed the eaſe nature of this 
© poor Nxs, to enrich themſelves with 
«the ſpoils of this Monaſtery, and 
© this with a greater inſolence, than 
< they ever did under other Abbeſles ; 
I 4 _s__ 
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cc As it 3s viſtble 1n this,that in ſo ordina- 
«ry atown as Provins they have with- 
<in few years very jolily expended 
£. more than 25, or 3oooo Livres in 
<« nothing but Galartries,and wnneceſſa- 
<« xy things. "ip hats D 4 
*Tisnot by this denied, but that the 
better diſpoſed part of the Community, 
when they perceived the inſatiableneſs 
and unreaſonableneſs of the Cordeliers, 
did ſometimes force: themſelves to 
make oppoſition againſt it, and from 
time to: time demanded,that according 
to the Order of their Houſe, and con- 
for mably to their Kzle, they might 
chooſe a Receiver, and that the Abbeſs 
might not diſpoſe of the income of the 
Houfe but in conjunGioz with the 
Treaſurers, But the Cordeliers have 
always fruſtrated all ſuch kind of en- 
deavours,one while perſwading the Of- 
ficers, whom they ruled, to take the 
rent themſelves, and to employ faith- 
full -andintelligent men abroad, who 
ſhquld be intruſted with it, and ſome- 
| times 
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times making them take people for 
their Aeceivers, that were worth no- 
thing, but ſuch as were wholy at their 
beck; and ſometimes excitingthe Abbeſs 
as particularly the laſt, to take al the 
Revenueinto her own hand,and to dil- 
poſeof it without giving account of it.S0 
that zotwithſianding all that could be 
done, they have ſtill found out ways 
to make themſelves Maſters of the Re- 
venue of the Monaſtery, and to diſ- 
pole of it to furniſh them for Yoyages 
into Italy, for the Provincials vilita- 
tions in their Province, and to make 
proviſion for Father N's Table, which 
15 one of the oſt magnificent 10 all the 
Province of Brie. 

There 1s no mention here made of 
the cheats, that were uſuall upon the 
death of the Confeſ/ours of the Mona- 
ſtery : Ofthe ſummers of money intrult- 
ed in the hands of theſe Confeſſowrs for 
the affairs of the Houſe, and which 
after their death were carried away 
by the Provincialls : Of the Goods and 
BE Habits 
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Habits which the Houſe had. furniſhed 
them with, and which they cauſed to 
be conveyed away ; Of the waſte they 
made of x 0 Wood of the Nawvery for 
warming & building of their Canvent: 
 Oftheir cuſtom of ſending ſuch Corde- 
* Lierz into the Manaſtery as were the 
particular intimates of the Nuns tO en- 
gage their votes,and tolive as they pleaſ- 
ed far two or three months together 
before the Eletians : Of Feaſts made 
for the Provincialsat the EleQions of 
the Abbeſſes,and the two laſt of which 
amounted each of them ta four or five 
buedred liures ; Of blank papers ligned 
by the laſt 4bbeſf and put into the hands 
of a perſon appointed by them for the 
ſame purpoſe, and of a thouſand other 
ways that they have uſed to devour, 
and waſte the whole eſtate of this 
Houle. 

What has been related is ſufficient 
to ſhew the neceſfity of having theſe 
Cordeliers removed from this Mona- 
ſtery , lance *tis evident they have 
made 
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made uſe of the acceſs they have had 
into this Houſe, and of the Juriſdiion 
that they have uſurped, for notbing 
but toinrich themſelves with its ſpoils, 
and to laviſh out an eſtate, that was 
given for the ſubſiſtence of the ſpouſe 
of Jeſns Chriſt, in feaſtings, debauches, 
and 1n all ſortof idle «nd ſhameful ex- 
pences 3 ſo that one may too juſtly 
compare thefe ſelf-intereſted Dire&#- 
oxrs.to thoſe Mercenary Paſtours, that 
Holy Scripture ſpeaks of, who inſtead 
of taking care to leadout the ſheepthat 
God had committed to thew, thought 
of nothing but of feeding themſelves 
with their Milk,of clothing themſelves 
with their Wool, and of eating up the 
beſt and fatteſt of them : Which made 
God declare by the mouth of his Pro- 
phet,that he would take his flock out of 
their hands, and would not ſuffer them 
to be any longer under their keeping, 
nor be made a prey of by them.Ecce ego 
ſuper paſtores requiram gregem meum de 
manu eoriuem &c. 
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SECTION XIII, 


That the Cordeliers areunder an impoſ* 
ſobility of ever eſtabliſhing good 
Order, and Regularity in this Mona- 


ſtery. 


He Cordeliers have. not only 

rendred themſelves unworthy 
of the government of the Monaſtery 
of St. Catharine by the abominations 
that they have committed, and hy 
the Waſte they have made of the Tem- 
porall income; but 'tis ever impoſſible 
for them to remedy the miſchiefs that 
they have cauſed in this Houſe. This 
is now undertaken to be made evident 
by ſhewing, That thoſe Fathers, to 
whom it moſt appertains to maintain 
Regularity in the Monaſtery, are the 
perſons who have committed. the 
greateſt Diſorders : And that theſe 
Nuns have invincible reafons to have no 
con» 
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confidence in all the Fathers of the Or- 
der put together. 


SECTION XIV. 


That = are theSuperiours of the Order, 
who have engaged the Houſe of 8 aint 
Catharine in the Diſorders it is in: 


Hen the moble parts of a mans 
body are not affeQed, and 
that the Malady has not ſeized the 
Heart, nor the Head, we deſpair not 
of a fick perſon how dangerous ſoever 
the diſtemper may be, that he labours 
under., But when the whole diſeaſe 
1s got into the Heart or the Head, or 
that *tis from one of theſe parts it 
paſſes into the reſt, he becomes in- 
curable, and we have no more hopes 
of doing him any good. *Tis the fame 
in Religiors ſocieties. Whilſt the Diſ- 
order is but amongſt private . perſons 
there is reaſon to hope to remedy 
it. But when *cis the Swperiovrs that 
commit 
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ſet upto preventit,infuſe itinto others, 
the corruption ina {mall time becomes 
general, and there isno remedy to be 
had but by that way of —_— off, and 
Ceftine away, that Jeſus Chriſt  pre- 
CHE to allthe _t ulin Ne, H.2-4 
—— If your right eye be an occaſion of of- 
fence to you, pull it out, and caſt it fron 
you, and if your right hand be an 0tct- 
ſon of offence to you, cnt it off and caſt 
it away from you. 

'T1sthen with Prudence and Juſtice 
that the Nuzs of Saint Catharine de- 
fire to have the Cordelzers removed 
from them, fince thoſe of the Fathers, 
that are ſtiled their Szperiozrs, and 
who ought in that characer to ſerve 
aSEyesto condud them in the way to 
Heaven, and as bards to uphold them 
in the practice of their Kyle, are thoſe 
whohave diverted them from it, and 
have been the greateſt occaſions of 
ſcandall and falling, that they ever had 
in their Monaſtery. In effte&t, They 
are 


commit it,' and that thoſe, who are 
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are ro} only private, and ordinary 
Cordeliers, that have+ committed 
all the horrible Diſorders before- 
mentioned in their Houſe : They 
are the Viſitors, Their Deputies , 
The Provincial, T he Commiſſaries Ge- 
weral, Their Secretaries, The Wardens, 
The DoGours, and the Batchelours of 
the Order, The moſt Famons among 
their preachers. In fine, They are 
thoſe that have the greateſt dignities 
amongſt them, that are the occafions 
of all theſe Diſorders, that have mrain- 
tained them, and have ever been the 
moſt pertinecious oppoſers of the Re- 
medies, which from time to time have 
been endeavoured after. *T was they 
that preſentedthe young Nyms with their 
confidents.,that wrote tothem in their 
behalf, that engaged them to thoſe un- 
lawful intercourles before-mentioned, 
and that took care, when they were 
fallen out,to reconcile them again, and 
to renew their wicked intimacies. 
« Theſe fottiſh abſurdities ( ſays @ 


© Religions 
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<Rreligions ſiſter, ſpeaking of the alliances 
& 1nd marriages that my contraGed tos 
« zether ) were ſo far from being re- 
& proved by the Superionrs,that a Naw, 
© that often nauſeatedtheſe kind of fa- 
& miliarities, having taken an occaſi- 
« on to break off that Marriage that 
© ſhe had made with one of theſe Fa- . 
& thers; Father N. the Provincial took 
* cognizance of it,and intereſted him- 
<« ſelf ſo far in it; that at his Viſitation 
©heperſwaded her in very idle,iwperti- 
© ent terms to renew that correſpon- 
© dencesy He informed himſelt of her 
© otherintimates,& told her it was not 
< enough to ſee them but once a week, 
© that he allow'd her twice at leaſt. 
© Father *N. Cordelier writing to a 
© Servitour-ſiſter in very paſſionate and 
< ſottiſh terms, and the Letter coming 
& into the hands of a Lady of the Qwire, 
< addreſſed toher from a perſon with- 
« out, ſhe gave the Father Provincial 
<« notice of it,& of all the wnſeemaly com- 


© mmnicetion betwixt them that ſhe 
had 


— 
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* had been acquainted with, that ſo 
© for the future he'might give check to 
<it: And yet notwithſtanding he gave 
**not the leaſt diſcountenance to it, 
© and ſuffered' the Father to give the 
«* Servitour-ſiſter as ftequent vilits as 
*before. Again, Theſe Fathers have 
* not only brought us in- hither Books 
© of natural ſecrets, Romances, .Cate- 
*© chiſmes of Love, and other pieces of 
that nature z but the $nperionr# al- 
* ſo have approved the fame: And 
© F4ther N. the Provincial in the pre-. 
*ſence of a good part of the Commus 
*nity having found one of theſe books 
*in the chamber of a Servitoxr-ſiſter 
« did only ſmileat it,and that patled for 
© a conſent. | 

* Father N. Provincial gave all the 
** young profeſied Nuns particular 
« intimates. He preached when I was 
© profeſſed, and called me his Da#ghter 
<« upon this account : He told me af- 
. © ſoon asI had my profeſſion that he 
* would give me a Cordelier for my 
* confident, an handſome fellow, 4 
Gallant 
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<« Gallant, and well-faſbioned, and that 
© he would ##erry me to him : And 
<« he talked oftentimes of theſe kind of 
*© Marriages. 

All the Swperiozrs, the Provincials, 
the Confeſ/owrs, have thus abuſed their 
employment, favouring,or being them- 
ſelves the cauſe of,theDiſorders,by ad- 
mitting other Cordeliers into the Houſe 
to engage the Nzxs to theſe infinuating 
intimacles, and by this means to con- 
tioue themſelves Aefiers of all. For 
as favours, or perſecutions, were always 
at the diſpoſal of the Cordeliers, ac- 
cording as their Beloveds were either 
complyant with, or inflexible to, what = 
the Swperionrs would have them do, 
the Sifters were fain to ſuffer all that 
they. pleaſed to have done, and to give 
their afliſtance to the furthering of all 
their paſſions: And this made the Pro- 
vincials,inſtead of imploying their Viſi- 
tation inenquiring after the miſdemea- 
nours that were to be correced, to ſet. 
themſelves about courting and cereſſing 


the young profeſſed Nuns;to talktothem 
of 
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of their Good friend,aud toexcite them 
to tike'one, that they might have the 
-pleaſure of being ſerved by him. And in 
purſuance of this they authorized the 
\ Collations' and Entertainments at the 
Grates, . 'Gaming , laſcivious Songs , 
breaking of 'Glaſſes,, in hanour of their 
Ladies hetore the eyes,and to the ſcan- 
dal, of: the whole Towy : And yet they 
alwaystalked of, and/amulſcd the peo- 
ple with Reformationsr in peper, which 
they: #ever ſo muchas propounded , 
muchleſs intended to have executed in 
the Houſe. | 
Beſides, They did ot only [tudy to 
engage theſe young Virgins 1n-fuch 
dangerous communications, but took 
care alſo to put thoſe into the Offices 
of the: Houſe, whom they judged moſt 
proper to encourage & maintain them. 
Tem years ſince at the EleGtion of 
Madam d' Oſowville, the fourth Abbeſs 
of that name, they did what polhbly 
they could to put AMaders N. in her 
place, who had committed 


*Le denier 


the * laſt a@ of incontinency mall, 
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with Father N.Cordelier., and one of the 
reaſons of their perſecuting Madan d' 
OſonviÞe,was becauſe ſhe had beenpre-- 
ferred before-that other Nuw. 

After the death of that Abbeſs Father 
'N. Provincial uſed great violence to 
hinder theEleGtion of Madem d0fanville 
her Niece, who had 25 votes againſt ſe- 
ven for Madam Ngwhom the Corde/iers 
would notwithſtanding make 4bbeſ7 by 
force; thoughtr the had neither: deſert 
nor birth, norany: thing moze conſi- 
.__derable than- a  paſſuonate' love: for the 
Cordeliers, who had ordered her in her 
youth as they pleaſed. 

8ifter N. did very freely ſhow about 
© the Letters wrote to her from the 
« Cordeliers, & told all the idle fancies 

* that they made her : ſhe gave them 
« acceſs into her Chamber night and day; 
© and in confideration of her corre- 
* ſpondence the was made Aiftreſ7 of 
<« the Novices. © 
: © Father N. eſteemed the moſt Re- 

*gularof them all did not ſcruple the 
... * taking theſe kind of liberties in the 

«cloylter 
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< cloyſter-At faur 4 clock in the morning 
« he wentinto a garden. with Siſter N. 
« his Good: Friend, and gave this rea- 
*<(on for it, that they were fallen out 
« with one another, -and'that, he had a 
© mind to be reconciled. . .They were 
* {0 wel} reconciled again; that ſhe be- 
< 10g made Miſtreſs ofthe Novices per- 
*©{waded them all to entertain: the 
«© Cordeliers, ſo that ſhe preſſed her 
© own Niece to receive::Letters from 
© them : ſhe acquainted'them with all 
the Gallantries that the Cordeliert 
© had ſhown her in her youth, made 
6 them aF-Comedies againſt the exprefs 
* prohibition of Madan N. the Abbeſs. 
& And when a Novice was fallen out 
© with her Cordelier, ſhe flept not till 
5 ſhe had made them friends again. 
But inſpite of all the intrigues of the 
Provincials,and other Swperionurs of the 
Order,they yet gave Offices to the be#- 
ter diſpoſed part of the Nuns; they then 
maintained the other Sifters in their 
licentiouſneſs and libertiniſme againft 
them, and endeavoured to raze out of 
K 3 their 
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their minds thegdod impreffions, that 
theſe Nz»t bad laboured to give them. 
&©Fether N., Provincial, ina Serwon 
* that, he made gt the profeſſion of a 
©* Novice, 'exhorted her to vawit wp the 
* bad Education that her Miſtreſs had 
*<given her, which:wasto alienate her 
<mjnd fromthe(ſe\infamouscarreſpon- 
& dences3-angd told ber, That her 14+ 
« refs did draw 'off the Nuns from 
* honouring.knd loving the Qrder. 
.:*All thoſEfrequent Entertaines,that 
6 rhe Nuts had with the Cordehers 1n 
F* the time of Madam N.were by theOr- 
% der of the: Father N.the Provincial,and 
£ of other Frovircials alſo with a note 
from them under their hand. So that 
5 when: ſhe ſhit up the Grates, whilſt 
«the General Chapter was held at Pro+ 
© jxs, as alſo upon other occaſionsz 
*they found out ways to viſit one a+ 
if ix $1 by. #he windows, or elſe the 
< Cardeliers dilguiled themſelves like 
# Gentlemer't6 viſit the Naz withour 
PR eſo known. 
| V tien Madam N. the Abbeſs had 
© with- 


— 


— 


" for their Kindneſs. 127 


« withſtood ſome permiſſions that the 
«© Nuas deſired, which might have pre- 
& judiced the reputation of theHouſe, 
& Father N.procured them for them un- 
« der the ProvinciaPs hand, and gave 
* them this for 4 leſſor, That if ſb# would 


_ 


© not obey her Superiour in this, that they 


* were wot obliged to obey her. One 
© has no reaſon to wonder, That all 
© theſe Provincials and Superiours were 
< ſo indulgent to others, ſince that 
© they cared not for condemning others, 
*;n that which they preFiced thew- 
« ſelves after ſo ſcandalous and wicked 
** amanner. 

«© The Licentions familiarities of 
© Father N. with Mother N. has been 
« theſe 38 years the ſcandal of all Pro- 
<< vins. It was begun by wagnificent 
C« zxeats, which he cauſed to be fetched 
« from-the town for her, and her 
© party : Was continued by preſents of 
« Rings, Watches, Looking-glaſſes, and 
* all kind of vanities,which were even 
< laid upon the Altarsfor her, where 
« were interwoven the firſt letters of 

K 4 « their 
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& theic names with Hearts made up of 
cf Flowers, ſet with ribhons of flamgreo- 
& loyr,and born up by the Images of St. 
« Francis and St» Clare, who lerved 
<« as ſupports for' this abominable -Gatb- 
« lqniry. After this $iſter was-;made 
<« Porter he diſcourſed with her ordina-" 
<« rily four or frve hours together at the 
Coreat Gate ( « place far remote from 
& all. company) with a Cordeliers cloak 
© ſpread out /ike '@ tent ta detend her 
© from the Sun: The Porter on the other 
&« lide 'to pleaſe the Reverend Father, 
f* drefJed her ſelf ridiculouſly with 
*<Lracelcts of Pearle,and medals of Gold 
* ${ upon. her axms, .and with all nianner 
* okriþbong at her walte : ſorhat a Lady 
<« of [quality taking notice. of all thele 
<« vanities at. the, drefliag: one of the 
« Nugs was ſo ſcandalized at it, that 
* ſhe.cauld hardly endure to let: them 
<« gniſhit, and ſhe has -teſtified-it in a 
«Declaration that was drawnup a7; or 
© 18 zears ago, when the Nxzs of St. 
* Catharine addrelled themlelves the 
i firſ; time tatheCanrt of Parkbament ts 

be 
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© be delivered from' the dire&ion of 
«the Cordeliers, The ſcandal;ibas 
* continued ever fince, and- tis not: a-- 
* boave two or three. years ſince, and 
*the Reverend Father having, ſent.a 
* #pſegay, of Flowers with. a great 
* many dryed ſweet-meatsy and (@arch- 
"*pane to this Mother by the R.,F. at 
< preſent Warden of N. on the vigil{s of 
** her Feſtival,& the Mother having-en-» 
* tertained them the next day (the day 
* of her Feſtival) at a noble Treat; car- 
*riedto the Convent of the Cardeliers 
**by a victualler of the Town, io the 
« afternoon the Reverend Father ac- 
** companyed with a great many Or 
*thers,who ſoon took up all theGrates, 
«© came to her to give her a ſere« 
© zade under her chamber-window 

<* that looks toward the great Court, 

«< and afterwards carried the Yiotin in- 

«to the Hall below, where Siſter N. 

<«. was, whole Nuptials, he ſaid, he was 

« come toxdolemnize withFatherN.who 

© the mean while did entertain her. 

'i He began to devce firſt, and invited 

others 
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& others alſo totake their part, which 
© gther 'Provincials before him have 
« often: done as well as he. 
After all this can it be denied, that 
the Shperiozrs of the Order are to be 
charged with theſe Exceſles that have 
been committed in the Monaſtery of 
St. Catharine? That they have'rot only 
tolerated them ,-- while they werein 
Office, but alſo fomented and autho- 
rized them by their own irregularity : 
And thatif the Integrity of thoſe that 
command be the ſecurity of thoſe 
that obey, that the viſible corruption 
of all the Superiours of the Cordeliers 1s 
the principal cauſe of all the miſchiefs 
of this Monaſtery, 


SECTION XV. 
That the Religious Siſters of St. Catha- 
rine , have invincible reaſons not 


to have any Confidence in the Cor- 
deliers. 


f racer. are abſolutely neceſſa- 
| ry to the ſettling of good Order 
and 
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and Regularity in a religions Houſe, 
Authority,and a good eſteem of that Au- 
thority. Now it has already been made 
appear, that the Howſe of St. Catharine 
can hope for no good from thoſe who 
have any Authority amongſt the Core 
deliers. For they are theperſons,that 
have caſt it into the miſerable condi- 
tion wherein it is. There remains then 
nothing, but to ſhow that it is impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould have any Confidence 
io them, to make it evident 3 T hat 
they are in an utter impolbbility of 
ever reſcttling good Orders and Regu- 
larity. 

'Tis omitted here, to repreſent the 
injuſtice and violence they. have com» 
mitted againſt , private perſons, when 
their conſciences. have not. allowed 
them to give their Votes for. thoſe that 
the Fathers would have putinto Office, 
and who were often the leaſt regular 
of any, but the moſt linked to the in- 
tereſt of theFriers. *Tis omitted bere, to 
mention their refuſals to allow extro- 
ordinary Confe//owrs even at the oe 

| O 
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of death; when any Nuns for the ſecu- 
rity of their conſciences have defired 
others than thoſe of the Order : Their 
Excompennicetions pronounced upon 
very fight occaſions againſt thoſe, 
that had no other crime than the dif- 
allowing of their diſorderly condud : 
Their taking away the Right of ſuffrage 
from the ybung protefied Nuns becauſe 
one of then once ſigned a paper made 
by the greateſt part of the Community 
in oppolition to the veiling of a Ser- 
vitour-ſifter , which was ſolicited by 
Father N. Their abuſirig the ſubmiſſions of 
the eafie-natured 4bbeſſes to them, 
taking their advantages thereby to 
make Vera preter the Servitour- Siſters 
before: the Religiovs of the Puire upon 
ſeyeral occaſions, ſo that they them- 
ſelves laughed at them for their ſoft- 
neſs. Although all theſe things con- 
cern the WholeCommunity,ſeeing that 
there js private perſon that has not 
reaſort 'to' feat the ſame treatment 
that they have ſhown their 8ifters, 
. they ſhall however be.paſſed. over in 
lilence 
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filence. For that which they priaci- 
pally infilt upon, is what condition their 
Houſe was 1n under the conduct of the 
Cordeliers before the time' of. their 
admiſſion into it , 1» what condition 
they found it upon. their entrivg it, 
and how they have continually ſeen 
it governed for more than thele for- 
i years, during the ſpace of which 

iy have continued their. profeſi- 


"They themſelves have painted out 
theſeF athers ſo lively in their Depoſitions 
as to make all abhor them, and which 
one /.cannot conſider without being 
ſenſibly affe&ted, to ſee Virgins thus en- 
gaped, almoſt is ſpite of their wills, to 
live without regularity , without di- 
rection, without light , without in- 
ſtruQgion; and without piety. 

How then could the Religions Sifters of 
$1.Catharine after all this with any rea- 
ſon put confidence in the Cordeliers? 
How could they hope to. be'moved 
by them to keep a {tri obſervance of 
the hours of Divine Service,when they 
knew 
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knewthat ordinarily, Theſe Fathers 
kept their Siſters at the Grat&s at that 
time, and often made them ſtay there 
whole nights till five a clock in the 
morning : ſo that they were forced to 
take the bours of Mettins and Maſs to 
repole themſelves. | 

How could they hope to ſee them re- 
ſettle the ſilence, that their XKule enjoyns 
them, in the Houſe, when they knew, 
that by their continual Entertaines they 
had plunged it into an horrible diſſo- 
luteneſs,and that theirSiſters were uſed 


- to repeat Songs that they had learnt 


them, wot only in the gardens, whither 
they came to hear them, and whither 
they often came to ſurprize them, and 
there paſſed whole nights with them 3 
but even inthe cloyſters, and other con- 
ſecrated places ? 

How could they hope, that they ſhould 
perſwade them to modeſty in their 
Habits, whenthey knew, that they ſut- 
fered their fſters todreſs and trick up 
therpſelves with an extraordinary nice- 
neſs,' when they wereto come to _ 
nem 


| 
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Them, and that they furniſhed them 
with ſeveral ſorts of coloured. Ribbons, 
with trimmed Gloves, and many other 
inſtruments of vanity. = 

How could they hope to be inclined 
by them to keep nothing in propriety, 
& to put all to the common ſtock, that 
they might not break their vows of 
Poverty, when they have always al- 
| lowedthem to take as*much of their 
Penſions as ſhould be ſufficient to pro- 
vide for the Treats, that they engag- 
ed them to make them at the Grates, & 
for I know not how many other idle 
Expences that they adviſed them to, 
even to the letting them diſtribute the 
bread to them, which they diſpoſed of 
as they pleaſed? 

How conld they hope to be inſtructed 
by them in the Fidelity that they owed 
to theirDivine Spouſe, when they knew 
the meaſure of theſe Fathers diſlolute- 
neſs againſt all their-yvows of Chaſtity, 
and had been witneſſes of all their Pro» 
fanations and Sacriledges 
Laſtly, How could they hope. to be 

aliſted 


— 
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aſliſted'by them in their deſign of la- 
bouring to live conformably to their 
Rele, to perform the Obligations of the 
life that they had embraced, and to re- 
ſettle the honour of their Houſe, when 
they ſaw that in all the conduQ that 
they have obſervedin their Monaſtery 
(from the time that they firſt made 
themſelves Maſters of it) nothing but 
a baſe indifference for the intereſts of 
God; 'horrible libertiniſme, and moſt 
- dreadful debauchery? 

OF t7hom ſhould they expe@ this re- 
tnedy ?* Of Private perſons ? They have 
an hundred times bluſh at their impu- 
dence and impiety. Of Confeſſours ? 
They'have ſcarce ſeen any that have 
not wallowed in all kind of vice and 
debauchery. Of Provincials > They 
- have. committed and authorized 'the 
greateſt Diſorders of their Houſe. Of 
Thoſe, who'are advanced to be DoFors, 
Batchelowrs, and Preachers amongſt 
them'? They have ſtill their Letters in 
keeping, that are full of impurity and 
abomigations. Of the Warden of Paris? 
There 
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There is ſo much diſorder in his own 
houſe, that his Majeſty has been forced 
to name Commiſſioners to reftife jt. 
Of the whole Province > They have ſeen 
an Aſſembly in a General Chapter, held 
atProvies about nine or ten years ſince, 
render themſelves complices of all the 
extravagances that the chief of their 
Fathers had at that time commited in 
their Monaſtery: And beſides, They 
know that the whole Province is ina 
very diſmal diviſion and diſorder. 
Of the Cordeliers of other Provinces ? 
Have not they learnt with horror, what 
paſſed at Deſize,and inthe other Houſe 
of N#rs that are ſubjeft to them ? And 
havenat theCordeliers themſelves made 
uſe of it to entangle them, if they 
could have done it, in the ſame Diſor- 
ders? 

There is not then any ſecurity for 
the Religions Siſters of St.Catharine but 
by abſolutely removing from them all 
the Fathers of the Orders and 'tis with 
a great deal of ground, That they 
have not only — but —_— 

Or- 
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horred their Condudt, ſeeing it has 
been always full of corruption, and 
that they have with horrible licenti- 
ouſneſs and ſcandal violated all the 
laws of Diſcipline before their eyes, 
which by all the obligations of the 
charge that they had uſurped, they 
ſtood engaged, either to uphold when 
it began to fall, or to raiſe up again 
when it was once fallen. 


— 


SECTION XVL 


The Cordeliers Reaſons to colour the Diſ- 
orders, that they have committed in 
the Monaſtery of St. Catharine, and 10 
maintain themſelves notwithſtanding 
the Abuſes they have made of the Juriſ- 
diGionthat they uſurped,are anſwer'd. 


He Cordeliers perceived well e- 
nough, that if the Miſdemea« 

nours they committed in theMpnaſtery 
of St. Catharine came once to be dit- 
covered, . they ſhould be univerſally 
con- 
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condemned by all the world, and that 
there would be no perſon of any judg- 
ment but would conclude them un- 
worthy of the condu@& of theſe Nurs, 
though it had of rightbelopged to them- 
'Tis that, that has ſince put them upon 
uſing all kind of arts to prepoſſeſs the 
Higher Powers; and tofill them with 
impreſſions to the diſadvantage of the 
Nuns that proſecute them at Court, 
hoping by that means to oblige them 
the eafier to lay hold of their Prote- 
ion. Tothis purpoſethey preſented 
Petitions to their General at Rome, 
and to the Congregation of Cardinal: 3 
They preſented others to their M/ajeſ- 
ties in France,and we have in our hands 
the copy of a Writing, made and pre- 
ſented by them to a Miniſter of ſtate. 
And 'tis out of all theſe Fetitions this 
Writing, and alſo out of ſome of the 
Letters, whichtheirFriends have wrote 
to the Nxns, from whence we fetch 
the Reaſons, which we are golng to 
ſet down here with all their ſtrength, 


endeavouring to anſwer them the moſt 
L 2 briefly 
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briefly and clearly that is pollible, 
The Cordeliers Reaſons. - 


TheNuns are ſubje& by theirF oundation 
to the General of the Friers Minors, 
and they cannot, without breaking their 
Vow and their Rule, return neder the 
JariſdiTion of My Lord Archbiſhop 
of Sens, 

I. Heſe words muſt be under- 

ſtood either of all the Nuzs of 

St. Clare, or particularly 'of thoſe of 

St. Catharine.lt has been made appear - 

that both one and other are alike (ub- 

zect by their Foundation to the Au- 
thority, and under the Juriſdiction of 
their Biſhops: and ſurely after the proofs 
that have been brought of it, there can 
no difficulty remain behind 3 whether 
we regard the Right, that is, the obli- 
gation, that binds the Nuns to live un- 
der the Condu@ of their Biſhops, or 
whether we regard the Fa&,that is,the 
actual dependance they have lived un- 
der,alwellfor receivipg the — 
O 
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of them, as for the EleGions of the 4Ab- 
beſſes and admiſſions of Nuns: And con- 
ſequently, that it is not true, that theſe 
Nuns have been ſubmitted to the Ge- 
wmeral of the Friers Minors by their 
Foundation. 

2. Neither is it true, That their 
Vows oblige them to continue under 
the General of the Friers Minors : 
There is not one word of it in all their 
form of Profeſſion. And although they 
ſhould think themſelves tacitly enga- 
ged to it, yet they could not performe 
It tothe prejudice of their other Vows, 
that make up the eſſential parts of their 
Religion, which it is impoſſible they 
ſhould acquit themſelves of under the 
DireFion of the Cordeliers, 

3. Itistrue, thattheir Rule ſeems to 
commit the care of their Monaſteries 
tothe Cordeliers. But it has been made 
appear that it is rather a permiſtion, 
that the Pope has given them to un- 
dertake to be their Guides againſt the 
expreſs prohibition of St. Francis to 


the contrary, than an obligation upon 
L 3 the 
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the N##s to be ſubje&t to them : That 
whatſoever intention the Popes, had 
that drew up their Rule, it could not 
prejudice the Rights acknowledgeddue 
to the Biſhops, by the Holy Scripture 5 
The Canons of Councils, and the General 
praFice of the whole Church, to go- 
vern the Monaſteries z and conſe= 
quently,that the Cordeliers could never 
exerciſe any Hierarchical Office, but 
in dependence upon their Authority. 
4. Though it ſhould be granted 
that the Nuns of St. Catharine were by 
their Foundation ſubje&t to the Geme- 
ral ofthe Cordeliers,that their Rule ob- .) 
liges them to it, and that their Biſhops 
conſentedto it, ( which yet is not true; ) 
they could not for al that without evi- 
dently endangering their Salvation,conti- 
nuelonger under them,& conſequently 
are obliged by all Divine and Humane 
Laws todeliver themſelves from them, 
and to expect all their aſliſtances from 
the Conduct of their Prelate, for what- 
ſoever they ſhall ſtand in need ofto the 
better acquittiog themſelves of their | 
Obligations, 


UMI 
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Obligations, and to the reforming of 
their Lives. 

'7s ridiculows to pretend, as the Cor« 
deliers do, that the Nuns of St. Catharine 
being without any neceflity,and againſt 
the command of God and the Rules of 
the Church, withdrawn from under 
the Juriſdiftion of my Lord Archbi» 
ſhop of Sens,that they cannot now with- 
out (inning return under it, how great, 
bow preſling, and bow evident ſoever 
the neceſlity be, which forces them to 
It. 
The Cordeliers Reaſon. 


'Tis only the Capriciouſneſs of ſome pri- 
vate Nuns, and the Revengefulneſs of 
two of them, that they would have pu- 
nifhed for the ſcandalls they have oc- 


caſtoned. 


T is nat intended here to make a 
particular diſcuſſion of this Afair, 
nor to apologize for thoſe two Nuns, 
who are acknowledged in the proceſs 
of the Declaration to have been the 
| L 4 firſt 
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firſt that implored the proteQtion of the 
Court againſt the unreaſonableneſs 
and the Diſorders of the Cgrdeliers, 

*Tis aſſerted here only/, That the 
woſt Reputed amongſt theſe Fathers, 
ſhould not then, as they did, and as it is 
ready to be juſtified by their own Let- 
ters, have themſelves procured their 
going out of the Rs and given 
them recommendations to make uſe of 
to accompliſh their deſign. 

"Tis aſſerted, That the Provincial 
and his Secretary ought not to have 
made them buy their leave to go to 
take the waters at the price of their 
Votes for the Eletion of an Abbeſs, to 
whom they thought themſelves obli- 
ged in conſcience not to give it 3 andif 
taere be apy ſcandal come of it, 'tis they 
that are to anſwer it to God and the 
World. 

*Tjs aſſerted, ' That if thoſe Nuns 
were guilty of the Crime that they 
were accuſed of , The Provincial and 
his Secretary ought not to have proteſt- 
ted to them, that the Excommunicati- 
Ons, 
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ons, that they ſhould pronounce a- 
gainſtthem,ſhould be but a formal ſhew, 
counterfeit anger, and a bug-bear, and 
that the ſentence ſhould be nulled im- 
mediately after the thundering it out : 
That they ought at leaſt to have ob- 
ſerved ſome ſhadow of Juſtice, and 
not declare them Excommunicated, 
deprived of both A@ive and Paſſive 
Vote, of the Offices of the Houſe, and 
of the liberty of the Grate, and this for 
as long as the Provincial and his ſucce(- 
ſours ſhould think fit, againſt all uſual 
forms of procedure, without any infor- 
mation, without confronting of wit- 
neſſes, and ozly after that the Provieci- 
al had entertained them for three days 
together at the Grate with ſottiſh im- 
pertinencies, and that the Secretery had 
the impudence to kiſ5 one of them by 
force in the preſence of her Fellow: ſiſters, 
and confequently that they had Right 
to appeal from a ſentence ſo unequita- 
ble, andiſo abuſive as this was. 

Laſtly, '75s aſſerted, That if the Pro- 
vincial had had the leaſt reſpe& to God 
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in this pretended Chaſtiſement upon 
the account of the ſcandall, that the 
Nuns were accuſed to have been occa- 
fioners. of, he ſhould not have given 
one of them any ground to write that, 
which we ſhall preſently extra&t word 
for word out of a Letter which ſhe 
wrote at the very time that ſhe hoped 
he would be more favourable to her, 
and therefore cannot be accuſcd,of ha- 
ving wroteit out of Revenge. 


LETTER. 


« 7 ſhould never have believed, that a 
© Provincial could ever have been ca- 
© pable of talking as he does: He 
© makes all things trifles and miceneſs: 
© He calls well-grounded Denyals, 
«© weakneſs of ſpirit, ſigns of Ignorance: 
*©Inaword, we are, ſaid he, Novices 
© in Love : If I were not affraeid that this 
& would ve intercepted, I wonld tell you 
& ſuch things as you are not able to ima- 
c« -?me. No, you ſhall never know 
*them, for I ſhall never be able to 
* acquaint 
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* aqquaint you with them, without 
& blyſhes. If it be thus that he courts 
< his Angelica, and deſires ſuch favours 
& 25 theſe of her, ſure ſhe muſt be far 
© from being very ſqueamiſh to be a- 
© ble not to wavſeate him. His Paſſzon 
© andſighr, that he reproaches us for 
« being inſenſible of, do nothing but 
& ſcandalize usz and the teſtimonies of 
* his affeQtion that he would give us, 
© do but make us hate him the more : 
© ſometimes he thinks he has Right to 
© command us to receive them, and at 
© other times is ſorry that his Power 
© extends not to the motions of the 
<« heart to gain him that which he de- 
« fires without further delay, &c. 


The Cordeliers Reaſom. 


They have the greateſt and ſoundeſt part 
of the Community on their ſide. 


; I'S not to be wondred at, That 
the Cordeliers ſhould make ſuch 

ſtories to their General, and to the Con- 
gregation of the Regulars an Italy 3 ”y 
tnat 
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that they ſhould dare to procure Let- 
ters Patents in France upon ſuch ſuppo- 
fitions as theſe, is a very ſtrange thing, 
and ſuch as does ſufficiently acquaint 
all people with the quality of their Spi- 
rit, which is, to dare to doe, and to un- 
dertake,uny thing. 

There were in the year 1664. inthe 
Monaſtery of St. Catharine, twenty nine 
profeſſed Nuns of the Quirez There were 
ſeventeen of them, that on the fifth of 
September, the ſame year, ſigned the 
AQ, by which they agreed amongſt 
themſelves, to petition my Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Sens to receive them under 
his Condu@, and to ſhow all earneſt 
readineſs that was requiſit to return 
under his Jurisdiction. T here remain- 
ed then not above twelve, Two of 
which a little while after joyned with 
the other ſeventeen; ſo that now there 
was .but ten of the Quire that declared 
for the Cordeliers, and that continued 
for any time in this party. Of theſe 
zen there were two that did moſt re- 
markably abandonthem, and with the 

other 
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other nineteen Siſters ſigned all the 
Petitions that were fince preſented to 
the Court, andtomy Lord Archbiſhop 
of Sens: and ſothe procuration to de- 
irethe Court to let them be under the 
Direction of this Pre/aze, and to be diſ- 
charged of that of the Cordeliers, is 
ſigned by twenty one Siſters, a Pro- 
feſſed, and the woſt conſiderable of the 
Community, being almoſt all officers 
of the Houſe, and having amongſt them 


fx diſcreet Matrons, and Mothers of the 


Council, The Miſireſs of the Novices , 
The Treaſureſs, the Porters, The Tourner 
of the box, The Chauntreſs, The Stew- 
ards, and the Overſeers of the ſick, And 
beſides, thoſe eight remaining Nuns of 
the Quire have ſince proteſted, and de- 
clared by ſeveral Atts paſſed in the 

reſence of Notaries, and that are now 
in their keeping, That they did ap- 
prove of all the Orders that my Lord 
Archbiſhop of Sens had made for the 
regulating their Houle, and that they 
would obſerve them : That they be- 
ſeeched him ta receive them under his 
Conduct 
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Condu@ and Jurifdidtion, to which 
they ſubmitted themſelves as being 
their lawful 8wþerzoxr, and that” they 
did Tevoke, and diſallow, all that 
they might have ſigned to the con- 
trary- 

The Servitowr-Sifters themſelves ; 
who had imitated them 1n their revolt, 
followed them alſo in their return to 
their obedience, and beſides have be- 
fore Notaries declared: That formerly 
they . had adhered to ſome of their 
Siſters Opinions, and reſiſted the Or- 
dersofmy Lord Archbiſhop of Sens, in 
a perſwalion that they wereobliged in 
conſcience to continue under the Ju- 
riſdiction of the Cordeliers: But that 
being fince better enlightned in the 
truth they did depart from them, and 
ſubmit themſelves to his Orders and 
Juriſdition. So that either theſe eight 
Nuns of the Duire, and the Servitour- 
Siſters have been (incere in all theſe 
Authentick As, or they have not been 
ſo, but Cheats and Hypocrites ; If they 
have been ſincere it it, then isthere not 

one 
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one of the Nuns of St. Catharine, that 
deſiresnot to be under the Juriſdiction 
of my Lord Archbiſhop of Sens, and 
that does not acknowledge the neceſſi- 
ty of baniſhing the Cordeliers out of 
their Houſe : If they have not bees ſo.the 
Cordeliers muſt then confeſs, that they 
have but ſeven or eight Nuns of the 
Quire, and ſome Servitour-Sifters, all 


of them without any ſincerity, on their 
fide, 


The Cordeliers Reaſon. 


The Zeal with which theſe Nuns have eſ- 
pouſed the Intereſts of the Cordeliers, 
does ſufficiently vindicate them. 


ET it be ſuppoſed, that thele ſeven 
or eight Nuns of the Quire that 
made ſo much ſhow of adhering to 
the Cordeliers were enclined to do fo 
only upon ſcruples of Conſcience 111- 
grounded, fince that they have declared 
it fo themſelves. Les 4s not ſuſpect 
them 
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them to have had ſo much as any kind 
of regard to the Offices, that the 46- 
beſfhad given them for giving her their 
Votes, nor any Artifices that the Cordes» 
liers aſed to maintain them in the Ke* 
volt, and of which one may judge by an 
extract out of one of their Letters of 
the twenty fourth of December 1666, 
which is io keeping, *© ——- If theſe 
* Good Ladies ( This Cordelier ſpeaks of 
© the united Nuns. ) did but know what 
«the Government of Biſbops is, they 
'© would not be ſo eager for it. They 
©ordinarily court one Swperiour Nun, 
* and let the reſt live miſerably , and 
© never ſee any body. We have exam- 
© ples of it every-where.—- Diſcour- 
ſes of this nature do ſometimes make 
impreſſion upon the mind, let it be ne- 


ver ſo well fortified : And thereupon 


it frames to it ſelf ſtrange 7deas of i- 
lence and retirement , that fight any 


that are not averſe from converſation, ' 
and not accuſtomed to {light the pro- 


teſtations of Eſteem and AﬀeGion , 


that they might receive by means of it. 
Whatſoever 


| 
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© Whatlcever the true account of it is, 
it 5 certain, that the heat, with which 
theſe Nurs have eſpous d the Intereſts 
df the Cordeliers,could not proceed from 
any eſteem they had of their conduct, 
and ſaficiency,fino! they have acknow- 
ledg'd in their Depoſitions, <© 7 Eat there 
« is but a ſhadow of Relipion in their Mc- 
* naſtery; both in Spiritual and Tem- 
* poral concerns: Zhat there 1s but a 
<* pretence of Noviceſ9ip, and that the 
«* Miſtreſſof the Novices has but the bare 
*name of it: 7hat there is no regular 
© ſilence there: 7hat there is no Chri- 
*ſtianity : That the Superidars allow 
< the Servitoar-Sifters cvery thing; be- 
* cauſe they have votes at Flections : 
* 7 hat the Nuns have uplawfal familia- 
* rities with the Cordzliers: 7 hat there 
«are great abuſes in the admiſſion of 
« Novices antl profeſsd Nuns: That all 
&* this is told the Provincra!s at the times 
* of their Yiſitations, buthzf they take 
*no care to remedy it: rd that it 
<« at the laſt Viſitation they gave ſome 
« Order for- it; it was cnly becauſe of 

Wy the 
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*theLetters of the Privy Seal, and that 
"© they never were obſerved, no more 
< than thoſe made in the time of Mor- 
© ficur Coqueret: That the  Provinciall 
* himſelt laugh't at the Order he had 
* made before the Election, which for- 


"© bade the 4bbefies diipoling of the in- 


© comes of the Houſe without the 7 rea- 
© ſureſſes : That Theſe Nunns themlelves 
* were drawn in to the Cabal tor the 
«laſt Election: nd that there are {0 
<* many diſorders in the houſe, that they 
* did heartily defire to leave it. 

The Servitour-Sifters, for whoſe lake 
the Cordeliers have ated fo many pieces 
of injuſtice, have not given them wr 
Characters that are more to their ad- 


vantage. One of the moſt Lnciext of 


them has declared in plain rerms , 
* That the Diſorders have been very 
«great amongſt them for this long 
< while : 7hatſhe does not believe, that 
_ *any good Dilcipline can be ſettled a- 
<« g41n under the direction of the Corde- 
« liers : That whatſoever ſhe was made 
«to ſign to continue under their - 
£c 16t 
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« duct was not her intention: 7 hat her 
« heart bleeds, when the conſiders all 
« the diforgers, and ſcandals that the 
<« Cordeliers have introduc'd and ap- 
< proy'd of there : 7 hat the A/urns make 
«their Cordelters Gods upon Earth ; That 
, __ the death of a Aux they go int9 
* the Srfers Chambers, and they give 
< them all they have: 7hat ſhe knowes of 
« many Night-Entries of the Cordelieys 
< jnto the Gardens over the Halls, and 
« 72 at the //indows of the houſe.toentet- 
* tain the ups there,and to paſs whole 
* Nights with them. 
« All the reſt confeſs, 7hat there is 
* no obſervation of regularity in the 
* Houſe at all : Z#at they have known 
«italwayes as wregular, and as full of 
* licentiouſneſs in the Spiritual aftairs 
« 25nOW : nd that the Cordelters con- 
«tract Alliances of near relations with 
* the Nanns of the Quire, and the Servi- 
* rour-Sifters, | 
In fine, One of theſe Serviroay-Sifteys, 
that ſeem'd the moſt relerv'd in her De- 
poſitions, and ftudr'd the moſt ro fpare 
M 2 them, 
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them, having well confider'd upon ir, 
and. acknowledg'd the neceſſity. there 
was, that their Houle ſhould return un- 


derthe Jurildiction of the rchbiſhop of 


Sens, wrote to him 1ntheie terms: 


LETTER. 


—— *< Suffer me, My Zorato repeat my 
*Vowes under your hands, amongit 
* which is comprehended that Vow of 
* Obedience, which I promile to pay; as 
* long as I live, to your Orders: *Tis 
« They, that muſt give us a zew life of 
* Grace and Reputation , hitherto 1n 
« great danger of being forfeited---- 
* Which has alwayes made your Uz- 
* worthy Danghter ſay , Weſtand 1n need 
* of an Aſſiſtant as great as My Lord 
« Archbiſhop : But yet I oppos'd it un- 
« der the miſtake of 4 pretended Chari- 
* ty, that I was afraid to break, though 
«< 1nthe mean time I violated the Ob!i- 
« gations of true Charity, which ſhould 
* have made me adhere to you, as to my 
* true Paſtonr...... 1 theretore beleech 
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& your Grace to receive me under your 
« Protection, as I ſubmit my ſelf to your 
« Authority with afte&tion and reve- 
*© TENCE, : 

Could Virgins, that, after they had 
ſworn, and promis'd upon their Holy 
Vowes to ſpeak the truth, ſpeak atter 
this manner, or that write thus of their 
own accord, and according to the di- 
ates of their Conſciences , could they 
do any thing, that ſhould not turn to the 
confuſion of the Cordeliers, that had all 
this while ſeduc'd them ? 


The Cordeliers Reaſon. 


There are none againſt the Cordeliers, but 4 
few factious ſpirits , that were offended 
at the Reformation which they would 
have brought in in Execution of his Ma- 
jeſties Zerters of the Privy Seal, and the 
Command of the late Queen Mother. 


He Defence of thoſe perſons, that 
have none to make, is to render 
M 3 thoſe, 


- 
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thoſe, that accuſe them the moſt juftly 
in the world, fulpected. Tt has been juſt 
now made appear, what the Cordeliers 
mean by thele Fattiows ſpirits, and that 
*tis of 21 Nunns of the Quire, 7he n- 
cienteſt, aud the moſt conſiderable mn the 
Houle, of whom they ſpeak after this 
athion, becauſe they were not able to en- 
dure their diſorders and villanies any 
longer. They may in the judgment 
of the Cordeliers paſs for what they 

leaſe to think them ; That will not 

nder them from glorying in this re- 
proach, nor from declaring, that they 
were not Offended at any deſign they had 
to reform the Houle, (fince they are ve- 
Ty well perſwaded, that there was an ex- 
trordinary need of it) but at the man- 
ner of the Provacial's proceeding in 
18, 

They were Offexded to fee a man, that 
had the title of Provincial, and one de- 
puted from their AZajeſties by vertue of 
Letters of the Privy Seal, which gave 
him full power to puniſh, and ro- make 
thoſe, who ſhould oppoſe his Reformation, 
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be carried away into other Monaſteries, 
to-ſee him declare to all the Nunns af- 
ter he had, affembled them together, 
&* That he did not believe they were in 
*any fault, butthar he muſt do ſome- 
* thing tomake a ſhew for a little time 
**only : 7 hat he aſſured them upon the 
* Faith of a Prieſt, that the conſent, 
« that he required of them tothe refor- 
* ming of their Monaſtery, ſhould not 
* engage them to any thing, and that he 
* took this courle only to falve his own 
« Credit, and the Honour of the Com- 
*munity, which had been reflected up- 
* on by an informarion given in to the 
& Queen, 

They were offended, that during the 
three days that this Provincial made his 
{crutiny, he promis'd many in private, 
« That all the Orders,that he ſhould give 
< ſhould be burtfor a {mall time , 4d 
« 7 hat from that very time he, and his 
« Secretary made rhemfelves {port with 
« them about all that great deſign of Xe- 
* formation. 

They were offended , That after they 
M 4 hac! 


—_—— 


360 The Friers Defence. 


had under this pretence of Reformation, 
Ipent three whole weeks in their Houſe 
in Feaſting, and as looſe converſation, 4s 
they had ever uſed, he thought it ſuffici- 
ent to read them ſome Regulations, that 
he had drawnup, and which the Corae- 
fiers were the firſt that did openly yio- 
late, entertaining the xs at the time 
of Drvine Service, and Solemn Feſtivals, 
againſt the Injundions that he had 
made to the contrary, 

Laſtly, They were offended, That thoſe 
whom their Majeſties had entruſted 
with the Remedies that they thought 
fit to apply to their Diſorders, had on 
the other ſide labour'd after nothing 
more, than ta diſgurze them, 70 conceal 
them, and fo ds them, by giving 
encouragement to hope for impunity. 
So that if it be true, that this pretended 
Reformation gave the occaſion toall the 
hot purſuits that the /Vuzs make at 
Court, 'tis becauſe it has perfectly 
convinc'd them, 7hat there was no 
good to be hop'd for from the Corde- 
ters, That they would always engage 

| them 
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them ſtill deeper and deeper wn the great- 
eſt Diſorders, and, 7 hat they were not 
to expect Reformation from People, that 
had ſomany things to reftorfn amongſt 
themſelves, and who ought to have ta- 
ken. care to cure themſelves, betore 
thinking of healing others, it- the 


would avoid the reproach mention'd 1n 
the Goſpel. 
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The Cordeliers Reaton. 


They made Songs of the Cordeliers, ana 
turnu'd the Provincial's Hords and 
Actions into Raillery. 


"FT" 1s -n0t here intended to juſtifie all 

that a falſe zeal, or the too great 
liberty, that the Cordelzers had us'd theſe 
Nwns to, might make them-ſay againſt 
them. *Z#s only affirwd, That it was 
the intereſt of theſe Fathers not to draw 
upon themſelves the contempt of theſe 
Virgins by their diforderlineſs ſo #- 
avoidably 
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avoidably as they did: Nor to vilthe 
their Miniftery by the execrable prota- 
nations of it, that they a&ed before 
theirfaces* Nor to render themſelves 
ridiculous by transforming themſelves 
into Gallarts, and Romantick Heroes ; by 
uſing their language.,and imitating their 
Actions, and Fathions. 

Hiauld not theſe Fathers have had the 
S:fters ſhow reſpett to the fooleries, and 
mmpertinencies, that they heard them 
utter? 7 hat they ſhould have had a ve- 
nerable opinion of a Provincial, that 
danc'd, and play's the Gallant at their 
Grate > 4nd that they ſhould have ex- 
 preſs'd Eſteem and Reverence for peo- 
ple, in whom the moſt tolerable thing that 
they ſaw was the meannefs, and extra- 
vagance of their talk? Zet them know, 
that inthe apinzon of the Holy Fathers, 
there are Railteries, that are As of Fu- 
ſeice, and that there are ſome things, as 
Tertulian\ays, that cannot be contuted 
but by laughing at them, left that if 
they ſhould be taken notice of in a /e- 
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rious way, one ſhould ſeem to give them 
reſpe&t. Mnlta ſunt fic digna revincs, ne 


gravitate adorentur. 


— 


The Coraeliers Reaſon, 
My Zord Archbiſhop of Sens inſtead of 


Executing his Commiſſion, endeavour a 
uſurp the Power over them by infuſmg 
Rebellion into them, wand by maintaining 
them in it ever fence. 


His Prelate never endeavour d to 

uſurp that Juriſdiction ; for it be- 
longs to him by Divine right, and fo is 
inſeparable from his Character. Is it 
not an impudent preſumption for Frzers, 
who in that quality are no more than 
Zaicks, and ought to eſteem themſelves 
happy, that God has ſeparated them 
from the World to fexve him in ſetlexce 
and retirement, ſhould diſpute with a 
Great Archbiſhop for his moſt Flterarcht- 
cal Rights , and the moſt eſſential to his 
Prieſthood? Multion erigimins, Filti Ze- 
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vi---num parum vobis eff, &rc, Though 
my Lord 4rchbiſhop of Sexs (10 the Yull- 
tation, which he was oblig'?d to make |} 
in this Monaſtery to fatisfie the duty of 
his Charge, and the urgent {upplicati- 
ons addreis'd to him for it by the urs, 
whom the Court by Order had remitted 
to him for redreſſing of their Grievan- 
' ces) were ſuppos'd to have warmly Te- 
preſented to them, and with that ten- 
dzrnels, and Fathgrly Charity, that 1n 
all his diſcourſes he joyns to the Au- 
thority, and Holy Majeſty, that goes 
along with the Word of God, made 
them ſee the neceſſity there was of | 
recurring to the moſt powerful, and 
wholeſome Remeates to cure the diſtem- 
pers that they labour'd under,and others 
yet greater,that threatned them , Cou!d 
they make ſuch juſt Remonſtrances pals 
for the ſeeds of revolt and rebellion ? 
It the Religious Siſters of St, Catharine 
had not of themſelves been convinc'd 
| of the neceſſity there was of removing | 
the Authors of ſo many Diforders away | 
from theirHouſe, and of ſerioufly apply- 
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ing themſelves to the {altation of their 
Souls: Could My Lord ##chbiſhop of Sens, 
without wounding his Conlcience, and 
being wanting to the principal function 
of his Miniſtery, leave them any longer 
under ſuch miſchievous engagements, 
and not draw them 70 a ſolid Conver- 
f10n, 70 a true Change of their lives,and 
to make the beſt improvement of thoſe 
precious moments of Mercy and Grace ? 
And may not this Prelate, leeing the un- 
juſt Slanders, that the Cordeliers (pread 
of him, with a great decal of Juſtice ule 
thole words to them, that Jeſus Chriſt 
us'd to the Ruler of the Synagozur, who 
was in indignation to fee him heal a 
| Woman on the Sabbath-day, that had 
been for many years poſle(s'd with a ſpt- 
rit, that render d her infirm, and that 
bowed her fo together that ſhe could not 
look upwards; 2 Hypocrites, is the: e 
any of you, that looſes not his Oxe, or bis 
Aſie on the Sabbath-aday, and dr.awes them 
nat out of the table to lead them to drink ? 
Hhy then ſhould not this Darghter of Abra- 
ham, (T his Society of /"irTins | whom Sa- 
1478 
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yan had kept bound for ſo many years wy 
the means 5 your Miniftery) be once #1 its 
life deliver d from thoſe bonds ? 


es — 
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He Excommunicated thoſe, that were 2ea- 
lows for the Obſervation of their Rule, 
and caus'd Nine of them to be forcibly 


carried away, ſo as was never before 


hear of. 


'/TP Is the leaſt that people , who have 

ſo little Conſciente as the Cordelters, 
could do to revenge themſelves of the 
wrong, that they pretend to have recet- 
ved oft My Lord Archbiſhop of Sens, To 
ſuppoſe ſome things, and to diſguiſe 
others. It has been teen 1n the procels 
of the Declaration what oblig'd that Pre- 
late to make it be declar'd to ſome of the 
Religious Siſters of St. Catharine , that 
they had incurr'd the Cenlures of the 
Church; and that for not having pre- 
lented themſelves to the Communion at 
Eaſter. 
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Eaſter, and not for having zealouſly ad- 
hered to the obſervance of their Rule, 
When one refle&ts upon the man- 
ner of obſerving the Xe in this Mona- 
ſtery ever. ſince the Cordeliers anade 
themſclves Maſters of it, azd that there is 
{carce any ſingle Article of it, that they 
themſelves have not openly violated , 
what can one judge of the pretended zeal 
of theſe 7 or eight urns for the obler- 
vance of their Xzle ? And is there not 
ground to fear with St. Zuguſtine, That 
this ſhadow of Piety comes from the 
leaves of that Tree, which our £#r/t 
Parents covered - themſelves withal, 
when they were aſhamed of their na- 
kedneſs » ſta umbrs pietatis, &c. As for 
the pretendcd violence us'd in the car- 
Tying away of theſe NVunns,there is no- 
thing more falſe, as appears by the D-- 
claration of it drawn up in Court : And 
we refer it to the teſtimony of the 
Nunns themſelves , who cannot deny 
but that they were treated: with all po!- 
ſable kindneſs and civility, 
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Ylthough the Nuns of St. Catharine 
ſhould of right be-under the Authority of 
my Lord Archbiſhop of Sens , yer rhis 
cannot be done but by the Pope, who 
withdrew them from under his Furiſdi- 
(Hon. 


; age way of reaſoning ſuppoſes; that 
the Nuns of St: Catharine have 
been wholly w i rawh trom under the 
Juriſdiction of my Lord 4rehvſbep of 
Sens, which the Cordeliers can never ju- 
ſtike by any Title , and though they could, 
_ *ris prov'd Sar theſe Tirles would be 
null, and unlawful, being contrary to 
' the Holy Scripture, the General Councils, 
and 7 radition, all which do [as we have 
made appear) ſubmit the Nurs to the 
Juriſdiction of the Biſhops __ 

But ſuppoſing that theſe urs had 
been withdrawn from under the Jurif- 
diction of my Lord 4rehbiſhop of Sens, 
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The Z#trs Defence. 
Tis deny'd that thereis any need of! the 
Pope's Briefs to rake them return under 
his Juriſdiction; _Fbt 'tis a conſtant Ma- 
xXjme-in Farce, That to Authorize an 
Exemption, there muſt be certain -and 
lawtul Titles, that.1s;fuch as are.accom- 
panid withall the conditions that the 
Lawsot-the Land, and the Liberties of 
the Galleane Charth dorcquire : Bubthat 
to rendet'to the O#dinaries what belongs 
to themgthere needsno Titles nor Apo- 
ſtolical Briets , the return to a1cormor 
Right being natural and {pontaneous;and 
having, no-need of any thing,-but the 
bareRenunciation of thole; whoidre in 
polleſhon of the Priviledges, by which 
the efletof that ſubordination ther, God 
has ſet afnongſt the-Members ol the Bo- 
dy of Jeſs Chrif, thatas; his Church,is 
tulpended, and obfirudted. Sorhdtthis 

Renunciation only, does happily return 

themto that rank to which they belong, 
and-where God, aceoratng to St: Paws, 

had plae'd them bimlelt: 
TheGfreers of the Court of Rome Fave 
ackiowledged this thuch themiclves tp” 
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on many .occafions, 'and *tis to be ſeen 
in the Regiſters of the Parliament, n a 
- Pleaof the late M. favocate General 
Bighon , inſerted into the Decree that 
was made betwixt my Lord Aſbop of Bo- 
lopne, and the Cordeliers, 7 hat they have 
aſſerted, when they were recurr'd to 
upon like occaſions, 7hat there was no 
need of the Pope's Briefs to reſtore 
things to a common:Right. The Par/#- 
ament has often decided this Queſtion, 
but particularly in the Decree before- 
mentioned : Forfome Religious Siſters 
of: the -Snnunciade of Bologue m—_ ap- 
peal'das from the abuſe of the Orders, 
which the Biſhop of Bologne had made in 
their Monaſtery , and the Provincial of 
the Cordeliers having interven'd in the 
cautfe, and cm appeal 'd as from 
the abuſe of the lame Orders, amongſt 
the Reaſons that were us'd at the Hear- 
inz to confirm their Appeals, and which 
were very nigh, the fame that the Corde- 
ey = _— _ my Lord'2rch- 
biſhop of Sens, they ftuck not ly to 
[akin , That the Pope taving bur 
thoſe 
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thoſe urs under the Juriſdiftion of the 
Order of St. Franas, His Holineſs ought 
to give his leave to withdraw them,and 
remove them from it. But yet the 
Court by a Decree of the 6th of January, 
1651: (without having any regard to the 
interventions) declard them not re- 
ceiveable:in their pea! as from Abu- 
ſes: And mu fot diction , that My 
| Lord Biſbop of Bologue had ſome years 
ſince reaſſum'd over that Monaſtery;was 
confirm'd, though the Cordeliers had al- 
ledg'd, That thoſe A#»s had been ſub- 
jeted to them from their very firſt 
foundation, and that there had been 
neither Briefs nor Priviledges obtain'd 
of the Conrt of Rome to withdraw thent 
from under their Juriſdiction, 
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7&7. CL Ne Cordelievs Reaſon. '-- 


This is to affront the whole Order, to diſho- 
-, BOW Hh, ad to \[candalize the C hurch, 


FT Here is nothin more abus'd, than 
"© the words: that Feſws Chriſt made 
uſe of to exhort the 'Faithfal carefully 

to avoid the ſcardalizing of thetr Bre- 

thren ; for they are indifterently apply'd 
tothole that reprove Vice, and' to rhoſe 

that commit it.; And there are people, 

who yalue themſelves highly for their 
Spiritaality, that are ſcarce at all touch'd 

af the licentiouſneſs, with which the 
efcateſt crimes ate committed, and yet 
are even tranſported. with rage at the 
zeal, with which they are reprov'd. 
The Holy Fathers were of another mind, 
They thought, That true Charity towards 
pe#fons oblig'd them to write with heat 
againſt their Extravagances, and they 
were not at all apap that they ſhould 
treſpaſs upon that harity, or paſs for 
flanderers for reproving them openly, 
| if 
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if.chey were of a-publick nature, 7hey 
thought, that they were the true gauſers 
of ſcandal that cornmitted theſe publick 
Diſorders, and the perſons, to whom Fe- 
{# Chriſt (poke, when he ſaid ; Yo be 
tothe World becauſe of ſcandals: Wo be 
tothe Man by whom {candal comes : And 
that. onthe: other fide, Thoſe, that re- 
prov'd them, that pat. a check to them, 
were thole, that Jeſus Chriſt had encou- 
rag'd to this Pious Office, when he laid, 
tt is neceſſary, that ſcandals ſhould come. 
The rank, which the Scribes, Phar:- 
ſees,and Dofours of the Zaw held amongft 
the Fews,- was much more conſiderable 
than that which the Coraelzers hold in 
the Church; ſince that Our Saviour (ays 
of them; 7 hat they ſate in the Chair of 
Moſes, and therefare rommanas to obſerve 
and do all that they taught: And yet the 
eminent Condition to which they were 
rais'd, and the need that they had of 
being in eſteem amongſt the people, 
that they might follow their inſtructt- 
ons, did they hinder him from reproving 
N 3 the 
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the ——_— of their baſe and ſelf. 
Intereſted pratiices ? 

- © Does he not call them Fypoerites, fil 
* Y. "ſtupidity, blind Guides, Serpents, and a 
« brood of Yipers ? Does he not compare 


*©them to whited Sepwlchres, which appear 
* fair without to the eyes of men, but within 


© are full of dead mens bones, and all kind of 


<& rottenneſs ? Does he not uy them, 7hat 
*s x ear alſo juſt to the eyes of men, 
& hes Jr. ; of Hypocrifi and [n- 
" ny ? That they make clean the out- 
«ſide of the platter and cup, whilſt their 
<« inward partsare full of rapine and un- 
« cleannels ? Ld though one of thoſe Do- 
* Hors replies upon it, That in ſpeakin 

& ſo he diſhonoured them alſo, Does he 
« for all that lexve off diſcovering their Yil- 
* [anies ? And does he not on the contrary 
* add, Wo be toyou alſo, ye Doctors of 
*the Law, who load men with burdens 
© not to be born, and will not touch them 
<« your ſelves with your little finger ? 
« 7s fine, when his Diſciples themſelves re- 
* preſented to him, That the Phariſees 
© were offended at the liberty, with 
1 bs | < which 
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*which he reproved theirerrois, Doe* 
* he not anſwer them, Let them alone; 
* They are blind leaders of the blind, S7- 

< wite eos, Ceci ſunt, &c, 
Let not the Fathers Cordeliers then 
fancie, that the Rules of any Charity, 
that was due to their Order, are viola- 
ted by repreſenting, as has been done, 
their diſorderly practices, to ſhew what 
neceſſity there is of taking an Houle of 
Virgins out of. their hands, who are in 
ſuch evident danger of being ruin'd. 
'Zi the Abules and Diſorders that they 
have committed in this Monaſtery, that 
diſhonour the Order, and icandalize the 
Church, and not the zeal of thoſe that 
endeavour to purge the Houle of the 
corruption, with which they have infect- 
ed it: | And there has been o little of a 
Deſign in this to diminiſh the trye Glory 
of the Order, and that of their Founaer, 
that onthe contrary, 'tis acknowledged 
for a reaſon of the Coradeliers falling in- 
to all theſe horrible miſdemeanors : 7 het 
they have departed from the ſpirit of St. 
Francis, and that contrary to all his 
N 4 Maximes, 
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Maximes; and Prohibitions they have en- 
gap'd themlelves irtthie Government of 
the Aups. AG 
But if any Perſons after all this be yet 
offended at the liberty with which theſe 
Exteſſes are repreſented , they- will by 
that ihew (as St. Bernard (aid formerly to 
Juſtifie himſelf for the holy liberty, with 
whicththe had in his o/ogy reprov'd the 
Diſorders that were fltpt into the Order 
of Clunt) that they love not the Order, 
i1nce that they are unwilling ,- that the 
Corruptions and Abules of 4t ſhould be 
condemn'd and baniſh'd out of it,” And 
there is nothing 'to be an{wer'd to theſe 
perſons, 'but the ſaying of St: Gregory 
the Great, citedallo by St. Bernard: *7 is 
better that Scandal ſhould come, than that 
the truth ſhould be abandoned, It is better 
that Scandal ſhould come of it, than that 
Religions Fathers upon the account of 
their being FRelzgious (and therefore that 
their diſorderly Practices cauſe great 
'Soandal, when they come once' to be 
known) ſhould without cheek profane 
the oſt ſacredthings, and carry unchait 


flames 
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flames into the-very Sxnauary; and intg9 
our hearts, whith Teſs Chrif has after 
a peculiar manner 'made his Zemples and 
a paft of himſelf, © ning 

This is now that! 'Which'oblig'd them 
to diſcover the Diſorders that Jas Corde- 
liers have committed in the Houſe of Sr. 
Catharine, and not the defire ot-affront- 
ing an Order, which 'it may be, would 
be {til tn the high efteem that the hu- 
mility and ſimplicity of St. Francis had 
put it jnto, 1f irhad continued obedient 
to'' the *Biſbops" under whom it Te- 
cerd its birth ;\andHf thele Fathers had 
takert- care; 'as' their Saint had' often 
warn'dthem, to avoid having any.com- 
munication with-the Religions Sifters: 

Ithwas thought to bt the Intereſt of the 
Church;That the Biſhops,who have \ur- 
peries of the Relipioms © of 'St, Clare in 
their Dioceſſes, and who are oblig'd to 
give an account'to God of them, ſhould 
have knowledpge of theſe Diſorders,that 
ſo having a pious indignation -ar'them, 
they might apply themſelves;” as they 
are bound by their Office, to hinder the 
COm- 
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committing of thelike Crimes in thoſe 
Houſes, or to baniſh them out of 'them, 
- if by ill hapthey wereſliptin. -- 

Z was thought to be the Intereſt of 
the State, That Magittrates,i and Pub- 
lick Perſons ſhould have pRoaſenge of 
theſe Diſorders, that ſo they might .be 
convinc'd of , neceſſity Ds of 
maintaining t s inthe Rights gi- 
ven a, hy Scriptures and 
Comncils over all the Monaſteries of 
Nanuns , for fear that the Friers, who 
have ' gain'd upon their Juriſdiction, 
ſhould change thoſe Holy Retirements 
and Sancuaries into 'Houſes of Debau- 
chery and 7emples of Yenas, and leſt 
this abuſe (that the Cardinals and. Pre- 
Ixtes aſſembled together by the Order of 
Panl the Third did fo long ago declare, 
That it did disfigure the Church, and 
confound Chriſtianity, ſhould at laſt 
draw down the wrath of God upon the 
whole Kingdom by the publick Sacri- 
lecges, whach, /ay they, are committed 
with horrible Scandal in moſt of the 
Nuawreries, that are under the Cow 

n 
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du& of the Cloifered Frier, © 

It was thought to be the Intereſt of all the 
Friers to have knowledge of theſe Diſ: 
orders, that they might the more zea- 
louſly love and value the retirement 
and ſolitude of their Cloyſters : 7hat 
they might take the more care to avoid 
the Vunns Grates, with whom all the 
Founders of the ſeveral Orders have ex- 
preſly forbidden them to have any com- 
munication ; nd that that they might 
mind themſelves of that excellent tay- 
1ng of St. fuguſtine : Quid intereſt,utrum 
in #X0re, an inmatre, an in ſorore, dum ta- 
men v4 in quatibet muliere caveatur. 

1t was thought to be the Intereſt of allthe 
Nuns to have aknowledg of theſe Dil- 
orders, that they might unite them- 
ſelves with joy to the Government of 
their Biſhops, their true Paſtors,and law- 
ful Superiors, and that they might care- 
fully fly from thole Straxgers, thoſe Mer- 
cenaries,and thoſe falſe Paſtors, © That 
<« come to themecloathed like ſheep, but 
<« within are rayening wolves ; That 


* deyour their houſes under a pretence 
| cc 
of 
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«of making long Prayets; andthatever 
$9r0 thisday compals.Sea and:Landi to 
* make one. Jew, and-after he 1s.made 
«ſo ;they make himtwice as fit fon Hell 

*as themſelves. 

.. Laſtly, {+ was thought to by the! inrereſ 
of the Nuns, of St. Catharine, 'That the 
World ſhould have a knowledge of thete 
Diſorders, that they, might withall-ac- 
knowledge:the Juſtice of ther. Sw/ts,at 
Court againſt the Cordeliers, the Genero- 
fity that . has made them ſhut their eyes 
againſt all humane. Iatereſts and Conſi- 
gerations, that might have drawn-them 
from it, and the Chriftian.Contempt they 
have ſhown of /orldly Reputation to re- 
cover their ſolid and:truehonour;which 
confiſts in, reſettling god Order and 
Fegularity 1n their Houle, 


The Cond LA 


A* Fter what has been repreſented 
in both parts of the Faitwm, and 


- the Lnſwers A made to all that fon 
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be atledg'd infavour of the Cordeliers, it 
cannot- be imagimn'd that- there” is any 
perſon; that is'nor fully convine'd of the 
Juſtice 'of the Pretentions' of the Rel- 
piows Siſters of St. Catharine.” 13 
They deſire '#0t that the:/Authours 'of 
all 'the 'Dilorders,-that have been con. 
mitted in their! Houſe ,-thould be in- 
form'd againſt, :Zhat (6 long a'contimua. 
tion of crimesſhould bepuniſh'd ; 7 hat 
the violation of 4g many Laws; ſo many 
abominable profanations ſhould' be cha- 
ſtiz'd according ito the feverity of the 
Rules of Chureh and State. © 
They freely offer to ehaſtifechem upon 
themſelves by the ways of Chriſtian Pe- 
nance, #0 expidts them- by” thex-groank 
and tears, and'(as much asSinrhem1yes) 
ts appeaſe the- Wrath of God: ( juſtly 
provok'd by all theſe abotunarions) by 
the Mortifications 'of a Religious lifes 
and the conſtant Sacrifice-of an humble 
and contrite heart.” fi 1 
They only atſjre, that- by\Temoving 
theſe pernicious Direours>"of their 
Conſciences ffom their Houſer; »rhey 
might 
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might recover their li of acquit- 
ting themſelves of that; and their other 
Obligations: Z7hbat by preventing theſe 
Fathers from having any accels to them, 
they might put a ſtop to the Scandals 
that they have on'd for ſo many 
years together : And that ſuch people, 
as have ne. Feds os Hy or 
cience, might not. be any longer tut- 

ro to the Goo of the ir church 
to abuſe a Juriſdiction, which they have 
uſurped over them againſt the. moſt 
Eſſential Rights of Zp#i/copacy. 

tf nothing but their temporal intereſts 

been concerned in-it, and that the 

Cordeliers would have been contented 
to have conſum'd their whole Revenue 
in Feaſting, Difooluteneſs,and Debauchery, 
or to have robb'd them of it, according 
& they had occaſion for it, and Rood in 
need of it to ſatisfie their ambitious 
ends, their ſelf-intereſt; or their plea- * 
ſures with it, it may be, they ſhould 
have difſembled the injury. 
- " But the honour of their Moniftery it 
#0w concer#'d in it, which cannot be Fes 

et- 
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ſettled in its former ſplendour, but by 
reſtoring it _ to the Authority of 
My Lord Archbiſhop of Sens,unto which, 
according to the Holy Scripture, accord- 
ing to the Canons of the Councils, according 
to the Maximes of the Gallicane Church, 
according to the mind of St. Francicand 
according to the firft /ettlement. of the 
_—_ of St. Clare, it ought to be ſubmit- 
t 
The Salvation of their own Souls, and 
of the Souls of all thoſe Virgins, that in 
Succefiion of time ſhall be engag'd in this 
Mona#tery, are concern'd in it, whom 
theſe Fathers, conſidering what kind of 
ople they are, will moſt indubitably 
alienate from the Fidelity, which they 
owe to Jeſus Chriſt, 120 
Laſtly, 7he main thing, that is made 
the matter of the preſent concern, is, TO 
procure a Favour for a great number 
of Virgins Conſecrated to the Service 
of that would never berefus'd to 
any Ordinary Virgins of the World, 
who had been ſtolne away from their 
Parents, 
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Parents, and 'implord: the aſſiſtance of 
the laws. to be reftor d- to:them back 
again; and tobe forc'd out of the hands 
of thoſe Villains; 'who would: with+1o 
muych;10folence have | attempted: upon 
their' honour. | tp 
'Fhe » Re/:gt0w8- Siſters of St; Catharine 
expett this favour from the Court with fo 
much the more Contidence', as tlte 
danger in which they are is more evi- 
dent,- uw) wal, 
| hope that.\that' uguſt Tribunal 
having \always-r&ftify'd lo much-zeal 
for the Rights ofthe. Bi/bops, . and: for 
the true: liberty::of the Vanneries, will 
be tendetly affected. at the hard' captivi- 
ty, under which they have for fomany 
years groan'd : And that- they: ſhall 
ndt-haye..z leſs: favourable Authence, 
thin the-Religiong Siſters of St:rEutrope 
of Chanteloup,, :Zhoſe of | Sr. :Nicholas 
of Meluns Thoſe; of :the Lnnunciate at 
Bolopney ard /o many others befides,xwho 
have been 'reſtor & "to the Jurtdiftion 
of their: Biſhops tox: abuſes very: like to 
ITFLG | | ! hoſe 
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thoſe, that the Cordeliers have commit- 
ted in their Houle. 

They hope, that It having given teſti- 
mony of its great zeal for upholding all 
Religions Orders in the firſt ſpirit, and 
ſincerity of their Foundation, It will not 
refuſe this favour to the Order of Sr; 
Francts, by obliging the Cordeliers to 
leave off being Direftours to thoſe ; 
whom their Zoly Founder has lo ſtreight- 
ly forbid them to meddle withall, which 
he ſo earneſtly endeavour'd to ſeparate 
them from; and which we look'd upon 
as a very dahgerous {nar# that the De- 
vil had laid tor his Order; and which 
they themſelves have tound by dread- 
ful Experience to have beet ſo milchie- 
vous to them. | 

Laftly, 7hey hope, that the Court ha- 
ving always given evidence ot ſo much 
Judgment, Prudence, and Equity 1n its 
determinations, It will not now aban- 
don them to the power of thoſe, who 
have engag'd them in that fad condi- 
tion, that they have for ſo many years 
tohtinu'd im, but will on the contrary 

Oo conclude, 
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conclude, That the Miſchief that the 
Coraeliers have done to their Monaſtery 
cannot be prevented but by the cares of 
their true Paſtour. 
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